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Morning Briefing Today in History

Today is Friday, May 8, the 129th day of
2020. There are 237 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History

On May 8, 1945, President Harry S. Tru-
man announced on radio that Nazi Ger-
many’s forces had surrendered, and that
“the flags of freedom fly all over Europe.”

On this date

In 1541, Spanish explorer Hernando de
Soto reached the Mississippi River.

In 1846, the first major battle of the
Mexican-American War was fought at
Palo Alto, Texas; U.S. troops led by Gen.
Zachary Taylor were able to beat back
Mexican forces.

In 1958, Vice President Richard Nixon
was shoved, stoned, booed and spat
upon by anti-American protesters in
Lima, Peru.

In 1970, anti-war protests took place
across the United States and around the
world; in New York, construction work-
ers broke up a demonstration on Wall
Street.

In 1973, militant American Indians
who had held the South Dakota hamlet
of Wounded Knee for 10 weeks surren-
dered.

In 1978, David R. Berkowitz pleaded
guilty in a Brooklyn courtroom to mur-
der, attempted murder and assault in
connection with the “Son of Sam” shoot-
ings that claimed six lives and terrified
New Yorkers. (Berkowitz was sentenced
to six consecutive life prison terms.)

In 1984, the Soviet Union announced
it would boycott the upcoming Summer
Olympic Games in Los Angeles.

In 1987, Gary Hart, dogged by questions
about his personal life, including his rela-
tionship with Miami model Donna Rice,
withdrew from the race for the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination.

In 1993, the Muslim-led government of
Bosnia-Herzegovina and rebel Bosnian
Serbs signed an agreement for a nation-
wide cease-fire.

In 1996, South Africa took another step
from apartheid to democracy by adopt-
ing a constitution that guaranteed equal
rights for blacks and whites.

In 2003, the Senate unanimously
endorsed adding to NATO seven former
Communist nations: Bulgaria, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and
Slovenia.

In 2010, Republican Sen. Bob Bennett
of Utah, targeted by tea-party activists
and other groups, lost his bid to serve a
fourth term after failing to advance past
the GOP state convention in Salt Lake
City. A coal mine in western Siberia was
rocked by the first of two methane explo-
sions that claimed the lives of 90 min-
ers. Actress Betty White hosted NBC’s
“Saturday Night Live” as the result of a
Facebook campaign.

“What you see is news, what
you know is background,
what you feel is opinion.”

Lester Markel,

American editor (1894-1977)

Quote of the Day

Rotary Club honors
media specialist

HICKORY — The Rotary Club of
Hickory has named Jana Kaylor, a media
specialist at Oakwood Elementary
School, the 2020 Wilmer Jenkins Teacher
of the Year.

One of nine outstanding
educators nominated for
the award given annually
by the club, Kaylor is a
digital teaching and me-
dia facilitator at Oakwood
Elementary School. A
native of Gastonia, Kaylor
has been a teacher since
2005, when she got her

degree in elementary education at UNC-
Charlotte. She later got her master’s
degree in library and information studies
from UNC-Greensboro. She has been at
Oakwood since 2016.

The other outstanding nominees for
the award were: Laura Beatty, Longview
Elementary; Maria Creger, Viewmont
Elementary; Donna Danner, Jenkins
Elementary; Jennifer Yang Lee, South-
west Elementary; Kara Taylor, Northview
Middle School; Diane Urtel, Grandview
Elementary; Andy Blevins, Hickory High;
and Tracy Reese, Hickory Career and
Arts Magnet School.

Kathryn Greathouse, chair of the
Wilmer Jenkins Teacher of the Year
Committee, said that the interviews
were a challenge this year. “The commit-
tee interviewed each teacher via Zoom,
which was quite different from previous
years. However, the enthusiasm, dedica-
tion, and resourcefulness of these amaz-
ing educators came through loud and
clear. Even under the current challeng-
ing circumstances, these great educators
are creating a positive learning environ-
ment for their fortunate students.”

Each nominee receives a $500 award
from the Rotary Club, and the winner
receives $1,000. “We always wish it could
be even more,” said Greathouse. “The
value teachers bring to our community
is priceless.”

Other Rotarians who served on the
2020 Teacher of the Year Commit-
tee were Doug Auer, Tara Bland, Lynn
Loehr, and Anne Williams.

These donations are made possible by
the Rotary Club of Hickory’s success-
ful fundraising activities, including the
annual Rotarian Idol competition, which
was canceled this year due to COVID-19
social distancing guidelines. The Rotary
Club of Hickory’s ongoing commitment
of financial support continues to provide

necessary educational assistance locally,
and is consistent with the club’s contin-
ued commitment to and financial sup-
port of local educational initiatives.

The Rotary Club of Hickory was
founded in 1921 by Watt Shuford. In
adherence to Rotary’s motto of “Service
Above Self,” the club has a history of giv-
ing back to the community through its
primary service avenue of education. For
more information about the Rotary Club
of Hickory, visit www.hickoryrotary.org.

Newton will offer
free leaf compost

NEWTON — Newton will offer free leaf
compost at the city’s Boston Road facil-
ity beginning Thursday, May 14.

Compost will be available from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Thursday through Saturday
each week while supply lasts. The facility
is at 1171 Boston Road.

Newton residents and nonresidents
can pick up the compost. City staffers
will load compost onto trucks or trailers.

For more information or to confirm
availability, call Public Works at 828-
695-4310 or the Street Department at
828-695-4295.

Selling products and
services online to be topic

HICKORY — To help businesses
maintain and grow sales while operat-
ing in a social distancing environment,
the Catawba Valley Community College
Small Business Center will present two
no-cost webinars to assist startups and
small businesses sell their products and
services online.

The Small Business Center will pres-
ent “Creating an On-Line Store” on
Monday, May 11, from 4-6 p.m. This
no-cost webinar provides an overview
of well-known e-commerce platforms
and options for creating an online store.
PayPal and other payment gateways will
also be discussed.

The Small Business Center will pres-
ent “Selling on Amazon and Etsy” on
Wednesday, May 13, from 4-6 p.m. This
webinar helps attendees understand the
pros and cons of working with Amazon
and Etsy and provides direction for get-
ting started with these well-established
platforms.

There is no charge to attend these
webinars, but preregistration is required.
To register or for more information
contact the CVCC Small Business Center
at 828-327-7000, ext. 4117, or visit http://
sbc.cvcc.edu to register online.
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS

In light of the impact from COVID-19 and to ensure the safety of our team, the
call center staff now is working remotely. Response time to phone calls and the
ability to speak to a live agent have been impacted. We ask that during this time,
requests be made online or through our automated phone system:

Activate your digital account at hickoryrecord.com/activate to stay up-to-date on all of the
news, including ongoing COVID-19 updates.

Call 828-304-6979 for the
automated phone system to:
• Report a delivery issue
• Temporarily stop print delivery

Visit myaccount.hickoryrecord.com, or email
circulation@hickoryrecord.com where you can:
• Report a delivery issue
• Temporarily stop print delivery
• Make a payment

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

J
ulia Bolte is shown in a field of rape plants in Malchow, Germany, where she is checking bags designed

to protect against cross-pollination on the flowering rape plants. The Malchow company that employs

Bolte is one of the major rapeseed breeders in Germany and sells 150 of its own varieties in more than

30 countries.

Kaylor


