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From staff reports

HICKORY — At Thursday’s
meeting of the Rotary Club of
Hickory, Rotarian Kathy Great-
house announced the 2019 Wilm-
er Jenkins Teacher of the Year
for the Hickory Public Schools.
The award is given annually in
memory of Wilmer M. Jenkins,
who served as superintendent of
Hickory Public Schools from July
1, 1958 – June 30, 1967 and was a
member and past president of the
Rotary Club of Hickory.

This year the selection commit-
tee chose Douglas Byrd, a math
teacher at Northview Middle
School. Byrd has been a seventh-
grade teacher for his entire 10-

year career in education, with the
last three years spent at North-
view.

Greathouse, chairperson of the
Wilmer Jenkins Teacher of the
Year selection committee, said
“The winners — all 4,200 of them
— are studying at desks in schools
across our city. With you today are
the amazing teachers who are in-
spiring them each day.”

Teachers nominated for this
year’s award are Tonya Byrd of
Viewmont Elementary; Melissa
Heller, Jenkins Elementary; Lynn
Ruppard, Longview Elemen-
tary; Gina Sain, Oakwood El-
ementary; Erin Spencer Sigmon,

Rotary Club of Hickory honors teachers

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Pictured are (from left) Erin Spencer Sigmon, Lynn Ruppard, Gina Sain, Tonya Byrd, Anetia Wright, Stacy Eckard, Douglas Byrd, Melissa Heller
and Nathan Fredericks.

Douglas Byrd
was selected as
the 2019 Wilmer
Jenkins Teacher
of the Year for
Hickory Public
Schools.

See AWARDS, Page 8A

‘Heart of Hickory’
New florist opens downtownNew florist opens downtown
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Kelli McLauchlin, owner of Hickory Florist, pots an orchid at her new florist shop on Union
Square.

BY GAVIN STEWART
gstewart@hickoryrecord.com

K
elli McLauchlin is now
accepting orders for
custom floral creations
in her new Union Square
shop.

Leading up to the Hickory
Florist’s shop opening in April,

McLauchlin operated out of
her basement near Springs
Road in Hickory since
January.

“I got a call about once
a week that was like, ‘hey,
where’s your shop?’ So
I decided to find a good
space in the heart of
Hickory,” McLauchlin
said. “The energy of being
not in the home and out

and around other people I
think is really important.”
The Hickory Florist team

consists of McLauchlin and
Wayne Tadlock, who has around

20 years of experience in floral
design. Together, they design creations

for weddings, proms, holidays, gift baskets

See FLORIST, Page 8A
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and other custom arrange-
ments.

Last week, Hickory
Florist made several ar-
rangements for Teacher
Appreciation Week.

“I won’t have a lot of
fresh arrangements sitting
around in here because
when someone calls,
it’s really customized to

what they’re asking for,”
McLauchlin said. “I’d
much rather talk to you,
find out what you need
and then help you put
something together.”

McLauchlin enjoys be-
ing a florist because she
believes flowers send a
powerful message when
presented to someone.
She has personally deliv-
ered her arrangements in
the past and witnessed it
firsthand.

“You should see the look

on their faces. The people
just can’t believe some-
body thought of them,
and their face just lights
up,” McLauchlin said.
“That’s just different from
any other job I’ve worked
before.”

Hickory Florist is located
at 260 Union Square NW
Suite 201, which is above
Aqua B Boutique. Go to
hickoryflorists.com or
facebook.com/Hicko-
ryFlorist828 for more
information.

Southwest Elementary;
Anetia Ramseur Wright,
Grandview Middle School;
Douglas Byrd, Northview
Middle; Stacey Eckard,
Hickory Career and Arts
Magnet School; and Na-
than Fredericks, Hickory
High School.

Each nominee received
a plaque and a check for

$500, and the teacher of
the year received $1,000.

These donations are
made possible by the Ro-
tary Club of Hickory’s suc-
cessful fundraising activi-
ties, including the annual
Rotarian Idol competition.
The Rotary Club of Hicko-
ry’s ongoing commitment
of financial support con-
tinues to provide neces-
sary educational assistance
locally, and is consistent
with the club’s continued

commitment to and finan-
cial support of local educa-
tional initiatives.

The Rotary Club of Hick-
ory was founded in 1921
by Watt Shuford. In adher-
ence to Rotary’s motto of
“Service Above Self,” the
club has a history of giv-
ing back to the community
through its primary service
avenue of education. For
more information about
the club, visit www.hicko-
ryrotary.org.

Awards
From Page 1A

Florist
From Page 1A

ROBERT C. REED/HICKORY DAILY RECORD

Kelli McLauchlin, owner of Hickory Florist, stands at the entrance to her new floral shop.

Police investigating rappers’
ties to shootings aroundMiami

The Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE,
Fla. — A weekend of
shootings involving rap
musicians and their en-
tourages who were in
South Florida for a huge
hip-hop festival left
two people dead, four
wounded and multiple
vehicles riddled with
bullets — but no arrests.

Police agencies across
South Florida sought
clues and appealed for
help Monday in identify-
ing those responsible for
the violence surround-
ing the Rolling Loud Fes-
tival, which ran Friday
through Sunday at the
Hard Rock Stadium in
Miami Gardens where
the Miami Dolphins
play.

So far, investigators
have found no connec-
tions between the shoot-
ings, but local agencies
were working together
and conducting foren-
sics tests to see if any
ties beyond the concert
could be established.

“There are a lot of un-
answered questions,”
Miami-Dade Police
spokesman Alvaro Za-
baleta said Monday in a
phone interview.

Meanwhile, rapper
Kodak Black appeared
Monday in federal court
after being arrested Sat-
urday at the festival on
a weapons charge, and
headliner Lil’ Wayne
was a no-show Satur-
day night, explaining on
social media that he re-
fused to be searched by
security or police to en-
ter the venue.

An NBA player, Phoe-
nix Suns forward Josh
Jackson, was arrested
Friday after police say
he refused to leave a VIP
area he entered without

a pass and then ran away
after being handcuffed.
He was released on $1,000
bail. The Suns did not im-
mediately return a call for
comment.

Rolling Loud organizers
did not return calls and
emails seeking comment.
The festival’s Twitter ac-
count Monday posted a
message reading, “IF YOU
DIDN’T ENJOY ROLLING
LOUD DESPITE THE HIC-
CUPS, STAY HOME NEXT
YEAR...THIS IS HIP-HOP.”
The account was later sus-
pended.

In the most notable
shooting tied to the fes-
tival, gunmen in a pass-
ing Cadillac Escalade
opened fire on rapper NBA
YoungBoy as he and his
10-member entourage ex-
ited Trump International
Beach Resort Miami in
Sunny Isles Beach on Sun-
day afternoon. Those shots
wounded the rapper’s
19-year-old girlfriend, Kay-
lyn Marie Long, and grazed
a 5-year-old bystander.

Some members of

YoungBoy’s party, who
were legally armed, re-
turned fire, Zabaleta said.
One of those bullets fatally
struck a 43-year-old by-
stander, Mohamad Jradi,
as he sat in his van across
the street. No members of
YoungBoy’s party will be
charged as they fired in
self-defense, Zabaleta said.

Four men who were later
detained at the stadium as
possible suspects were not
connected to the shooting
and were released, he said.

There did not appear
to be any connection to a
shooting in nearby Aven-
tura that happened about
a half-hour earlier, Zabale-
ta said.

NBA YoungBoy, whose
real name is Kentrell DeSe-
an Gaulden, was on Sun-
day’s lineup of performers.

The attack on him hap-
pened about 36 hours after
Chicago-based rapper AAB
Hellabandz was fatally shot
outside the Cameo night-
club on a crowded Miami
Beach street. A second per-
son was hospitalized.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Miami Beach police investigators gather evidence on Española
Way between Collins and Washington after an early morning
shooting. Miami area law enforcement agencies are looking for
connections between a series of weekend shootings that killed
one rapper, wounded another rapper’s girlfriend and hit three
bystanders, killing a man who was leaving work to be with his
family on Mother’s Day.

Tariff increasesmuddy prospects
for US-China trade peace

BY PAUL WISEMAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
United States and China
are raising tariffs on tens of
billions of dollars’ worth of
each other’s imports, esca-
lating a trade war, spook-
ing financial markets and
casting gloom over the
prospects for the world
economy.

China on Monday in-
creased tariffs on $60 bil-
lion of U.S. goods. The
move came after President
Donald Trump pushed up
tariffs on $200 billion in
Chinese imports from 10%
to 25% Friday — the same
day that U.S.-China nego-
tiations ended without a
breakthrough or any spe-
cific plan for further talks.

The events have cast
doubt on the conventional
wisdom, dominant just 10
days ago, that the world’s
two biggest economies
were edging toward a com-
promise on trade.

The renewed hostili-
ties sent stocks tumbling
around the world. The
Dow Jones industrial aver-
age was down more than
600 points, or more than
2%, in midday trading
Monday.

Here’s a look at what’s
happening:

What went wrong?
For weeks, the talks

seemed to be making slow
but steady progress, and fi-
nancial markets had priced
in a peaceful resolution
to the trade dispute. But
on May 5, President Don-
ald Trump suddenly ex-
pressed frustration at the
pace of talks and vowed to
raise tariffs. The next day,
Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin and the top U.S.
trade negotiator, Robert
Lighthizer, said that Chi-
na had been reneging on
commitments it made in
earlier rounds of negotia-
tions. They wouldn’t iden-
tify the specific issues.

What are the U.S. and Chi-
na fighting about?

The United States ac-
cuses China of resorting to
predatory tactics in a drive

to give Chinese companies
an edge in advanced tech-
nologies such as artificial
intelligence, robotics and
electric vehicles. These
tactics, the U.S. contends,
include hacking into U.S.
companies’ computers to
steal trade secrets, forcing
foreign companies to hand
over sensitive technology
in exchange for access to
Chinese markets and un-
fairly subsidizing Chinese
tech firms.

Trump has also com-
plained repeatedly about
America’s huge trade defi-
cit with China — a record
$379 billion last year —
which he blames on weak
and naive negotiating by
previous U.S. administra-
tions.

Last July, Trump began
gradually slapping tariffs
on Chinese imports. After
Friday’s tariff increase, the
United States now is im-
posing 25% taxes on $250
billion in Chinese goods.
Beijing has counter-
punched by targeting $110
billion worth of American
imports, focusing on farm
products such as soybeans
in a deliberate effort to in-
flict pain on Trump sup-
porters in the U.S. heart-
land. On Monday, it raised
tariffs on $60 billion of
those U.S. imports, includ-
ing batteries, spinach and
coffee.

Until the blowup of the
past week, the two coun-
tries appeared to be mak-
ing progress. China was
expected to beef up pro-
tection for trade secrets
and offer foreign compa-
nies wider access to the
Chinese market.

But stumbling blocks re-
mained — even before the
U.S. raised tariffs last week.

U.S. officials are insist-
ing that any deal be strictly
enforced so that China lives
up to its promises — some-
thing they say Beijing has
repeatedly failed to do in the
past. Also unclear is what
would happen to the U.S.
tariffs on Chinese imports.
China wants them lifted;
the U.S. wants to keep tar-
iffs as leverage to pressure

the Chinese to comply with
any agreement.

What are the prospects
for a resolution?

Cloudier than they were.
Both countries still have an
incentive to reach a deal.
China’s economy is decel-
erating; the International
Monetary Fund expects
Chinese economic growth
to slip from 6.6% last year
to 6.3% in 2019 and 6.1%
in 2020. The trade war with
the United States has hurt
Chinese exporters and
eroded business and con-
sumer confidence.

The trade tensions have
also rattled financial mar-
kets, jeopardizing a U.S.
stock market rally that
Trump sees as a vote of
confidence in his eco-
nomic policies. And Chi-
na’s retaliatory tariffs are
inflicting pain on Ameri-
can farmers, a key part of
Trump’s political base.

Still, business groups and
congressional Democrats
are insisting that Trump,
having taken U.S.-China
relations to the brink, hold
out for a deal that requires
the Chinese to genuinely
change their behavior, re-
form their economy and
open up to foreign compa-
nies.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping runs a one-party
state and doesn’t have to
answer directly to voters.
But he, too, faces pressure
not to cave in to American
demands.

Both countries have in-
dicated that more talks are
likely. Top White House
economic adviser Larry
Kudlow said on Sunday
that China has invited U.S.
Trade Representative Rob-
ert Lighthizer and Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin
to Beijing. But nothing has
been scheduled.

Kudlow said that Trump
and Xi may meet in late
June at the G-20 summit in
Osaka, Japan.

The two countries have
given themselves some
breathing room to nego-
tiate. The higher Chinese
tariffs don’t kick in until
June 1.


