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Laurie Ferguson has been hon-
ored by the Thursday Rotary Club of
Hickory.

At the May 7 meeting, club
President David Moore announced
Ferguson as the 2015 Wilmer Jenkins
Teacher of the Year for the Hickory
Public Schools. The award is given
annually in memory of Wilmer M.
Jenkins, who served as superinten-
dent of Hickory Public Schools from
July 1, 1958, to June 30, 1967, and
was a member and past president
of the Thursday Rotary Club of
Hickory.

Ferguson has taught for 21
years, the last 18 at W.M. Jenkins
Elementary. Due to high enroll-
ment, Ferguson moved up from
the third grade to the fourth grade
this year. Her move to the fourth
grade allowed the development of
a program known as Explorations.
This program allows each fourth-
grade teacher to share teaching
responsibilities on a subject they are
passionate about to all fourth-grade
students. Ferguson is using her pas-
sion for science to bring science to
life for 87 fourth-graders this school
year.

Teachers nominated for this year’s
award were Amber Bowles, Hickory
High; Cindy Brittain, Grandview
Middle; Jerrica Dula, Oakwood El-
ementary; Laurie Ferguson, Jenkins
Elementary; Lisa Galit, Longview

Elementary; Lillian Presnell,
Southwest Elementary; Alex Ward,
Hickory Career & Arts Magnet;
Mary Kate Yestrumskas, Viewmont
Elementary; and Christine Young,
Northview Middle. Each nominee
received a plaque and a check for
$500, and the Teacher of the Year
received $1,000.

These donations are made pos-
sible by the Thursday Rotary Club
of Hickory’s successful fundrais-
ing activities, including the annual
Rotarian Idol competition.

Brian Weir, a social worker with
Catawba County Social Services
and 2014 graduate of Method-
ist University of Fayetteville, has
been given the 2015 Toby Brown
Award from the National Asso-
ciation of Social Workers’ North
Carolina Chapter.

The award recognizes the
bachelor of social work student in
North Carolina who best reflects
and represents the ethics, values
and passion in the field of social
work through exemplary perfor-
mance in social work coursework,
field placement, student social
work associations, and commu-
nity organizations.

“This is a prestigious award
presented to the top social work
student in the state,” said George
Hendricks, dean of the School of
Public Affairs. “This is a tremen-
dous honor for Brian and Meth-
odist University.”

Weir is an infantry combat
veteran with the Army and is now
a family investigator for Catawba
County Social Services Child
Protective Services.

During his social work policy
course at Methodist, he became
interested in the topic of human
trafficking after learning about
the high rate of trafficking in the
Fayetteville area, and he went on
to form a group to help with the
issue. Students Organized for the
Advancement of North Carolina
engages students in community
action.

“My social work education

provided me with skills needed to
take a proactive approach to fight-
ing human trafficking,” Weir said.
“It was this moment that I feel I
actually became a social worker.”

Students Organized for the
Advancement of North Carolina
partnered with the Raleigh-based
advocacy group Partners Against
the Trafficking of Humans in N.C.,
the Fayetteville Dream Center,
and North Carolina Coalition
Against Sexual Assault. Weir
arranged a meeting with a local
city council representative and
worked with the Fayetteville City

Council and Cumberland County
commissioners to adopt a resolu-
tion on human trafficking in
Fayetteville.

Weir facilitated a news confer-
ence with Mayor Nat Robertson
and Councilwoman Kathy Jensen
that was attended by the Fay-
etteville district attorney, county
sheriff, police chief, and county
chair, who together issued a
countywide proclamation de-
nouncing human trafficking.

In 2014, Weir was accepted as
a North Carolina Child Welfare
Collaborative Scholar, an honor

that prepared him for an educa-
tion and internship committed to
serving as a Child Protective Ser-
vices representative. His intern-
ship with the Cumberland County
Department of Social Services
enabled him to work with suscep-
tible populations and government
institutions, and create action
plans to address community is-
sues such as human trafficking.

“Brian has truly made a tremen-
dous impact on the social work
program, on our entire university
and on the city of Fayetteville,”
Hendricks said.

Chanda Sherrill, a
student at Catawba Val-
ley Community College,
recently received the
Academic Excellence
Award of the N.C. Com-
munity College System
in Raleigh.

Sherrill is one of 58,
one from each com-
munity college, who
received an Academic
Excellence Award.
Selection requirements
are consistent with Phi
Theta Kappa Honor
Society criteria.

The Hickory resident is
enrolled in the Health-
care Management
Technology associate
degree program and
plans to graduate this
spring. A 1989 graduate
of Hickory High School,
she put her educational
dreams on hold to work
and raise her son. After
being laid off from the
hosiery industry three
years ago, she took the
opportunity to pursue
her college dreams.

Working with CVCC’s
Career Services staff, she
discovered an aptitude
for health care. Twenty-
three years after gradu-
ating from high school,
she enrolled in college.

Sherrill has main-
tained a 4.0 GPA her
entire college career at
CVCC. She held work-
study jobs in the CVCC
Office of Multicultural
Affairs and the CVCC
Foundation Inc. She
completed a work-based
learning experience at
Catawba Valley Medical
Center’s business ser-
vices office and received
the Healthcare Manage-
ment Technology Award
at the 2015 Student
Government Awards
Day Ceremony.

She is a member of Phi
Theta Kappa Interna-
tional Honor Society
and graduates this
month with honors.
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U
.S. Rep. Mark Meadows of North Carolina’s 11th Congressional District recently visited the campus of

Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute in Hudson. While on campus, Meadows toured the

Caldwell Early College High School and CCC&TI’s health sciences classrooms, and met with members of the

college’s board of trustees. Shown, from left, are trustee Bill Stone, trustee Alvin Daughtridge, trustee Marilyn Starnes,

Meadows, trustee Jerry Church, CCC&TI President Kenneth A. Boham and trustee Thom Thuss.

Delta Kappa Gamma’s
Gamma Phi Chapter held its
last meeting of the 2014-15
year recently. The meeting
consisted of reviewing and
celebrating chapter accom-
plishments, including funds
raised for advancement
scholarships.

The chapter fundraising
provides leadership work-
shops and college degree
programs for members and
local educators. Angela Van-
dett, Scholarship Committee
director, reviewed scholar-
ship recipients and informa-
tion on member application
for personal growth funds.

Gamma Phi members are
encouraged by Eta State
and Delta Kappa Gamma
to share their opinions
with legislators on pending
legislation. As professional
educators, members can
provide additional informa-
tion related to bills and their
impact on education.

During the summer,
chapter technology special-
ists Thalia Mathews and
Rachael Moyer will provide
a Google Drive workshop
for members to facilitate
communication and storage
of chapter data. Members

will also attend the Eta State
Leadership Workshop at
Peace College and the Delta
Kappa Gamma Southeast
Conference in July.

Three local educators were
recommended and invited
to become members of the
chapter: Summer Carrol,
Lenoir-Rhyne assistant
professor of education and
director of Master of Arts in
Teaching Program; Brenda
Hill Huffman, retired math
department chairperson at
Fred T. Foard High School;
and Diane Gentry Hudson,
St. Stephens Elementary
second-grade teacher.

The chapter recognized
members providing excep-
tional leadership during

the year: Thalia Mathews,
Gamma Phi newsletter; Cathy
Marlow, Beginning Teacher
Committee work; Tina
Carpenter, social commu-
nication; Debbie Carmack,
membership work; and Alfre-
ida Bowman for the chapter’s
student book bag project.

The membership held
a memorial for member
Geneva Pauline Bolick, who
was a member of Gamma
Phi Chapter for nine years
and grandmother to current
member Thalia Mathews.
Members remembered
Bolick as a dedicated educa-
tor who worked as a teacher
and assistant principal for
Catawba County Schools
before retiring.

Sherrill
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Brian Weir is the recipient of the 2015 Toby Brown Award.
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Shown are Thalia Mathews, Cathy Marlow, Tina Carpenter, Debbie
Carmack and Alfreida Bowman.

Educational society honors members
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Shown are John Black, principal of
Jenkins Elementary, and 2015 Wilmer
Jenkins Teacher of the Year Laurie
Ferguson.

Thursday Rotary Club honors teacher
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