
HICKORY — On Sunday
afternoon, nearly 100 lo-
cal residents gathered at
Temple Beth Shalom in
Hickory to hear a progres-
sive Jewish perspective on
the patriarch of the Abra-
hamic faiths.

The discussion, which
was also livestreamed
on Facebook, was led by
Rabbi Dennis Jones. This
was the first of a four-part
study of Abrahamic faiths
sponsored by the Catawba
Valley Interfaith Council
(CVIC). Jones, who is also
president of CVIC, gave
an informative and en-
tertaining talk which was
followed by questions and
answers from the audi-
ence.

The Rev. Robert Thomp-
son will present a Chris-
tian perspective on Feb. 25
at Northminster Presby-
terian Church in Hickory
and will host a discussion
led by Imam T. A. Mutak-
abbir. The final session
will be hosted March 4
at the Belk Centrum at
Lenoir-Rhyne University
where the discussion will
be led by Mindy Makant.
Each of the sessions begin
at 2:30 p.m. and conclude
by 4 p.m. including time
for questions and discus-
sion.

The study series is based
on the book “Abraham:
A Journey to the Heart of
Three Faiths,” published
by Bruce Feiler in 2002.
Feiler tells the powerful
story of one man’s search
for the shared ancestor of
Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam. While it is not nec-
essary to read the book to
participate in the study
series, CVIC recommends
that participants read the
book in advance of the
sessions to get the most
out of the discussion.

CVIC is a local not-for-
profit organization of
faith-based and secular
communities in the Ca-
tawba Valley serving as a
catalyst for hope and co-
operating for the purpose
of dialogue, information
sharing, and celebration.
Representatives of the
group will be available at

each event to accept mem-
bership applications from
individuals or civic groups

who are interested in par-
ticipating in interfaith dia-
logue and cooperation in

The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — A
North Carolina judge try-
ing protesters accused of
toppling a Confederate
statue has dismissed the
criminal case against one
of them.

Dante Strobino was
tried Monday on charges
including defacing public
property and conspiracy
in the August 2017 top-

pling of the monument
outside a Durham gov-
ernment building. Seven
others are expected to be
tried individually after
Strobino.

After testimony from
investigators and other
witnesses, the defense
moved to dismiss the
case. Durham County
District Court Judge
Fred Battaglia then ruled
prosecutors had failed

to identify Strobino as a
perpetrator and hadn’t
shown there was a con-
spiracy. The cases are
being heard before
Judge Battaglia without a
jury.

The Durham Confed-
erate statue was pulled
down in the days after
deadly violence at a
Charlottesville, Virginia,
rally started by white na-
tionalists.
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to seek out and report the truth.

We believe strongly in the
value of quality journalists
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investigative journalism.
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to the truth because at
the end of the day, if we
don’t, no one else will.

While it’s tempting to
believe everything you
read, the reality is that not
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We hope that, when given
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delivering Real News.
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Sleep Studies,
Consultations

& CPAP Clinics
Available

Sleep Apnea has been linked
to Diabetes, Heart Disease,

High Blood Pressure & Obesity.

1070 L-R Blvd. SE • Hickory
302 Mulberry St. SW • Lenoir
www.piedmontsleepcenter.com

828-322-3111

SleeP APneA AnD DiABeteS

Confederate statue toppling
cases start with a dismissal

‘Microearthquake’ registered
4 miles south of Hickory

BY MAX SENG
mseng@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY — A small earthquake was
recorded less than two miles away from
Brookford and four miles south of Hick-
ory on Monday morning, according to
United States Geological Survey records.

The epicenter of the “microearth-
quake” was recorded at a magnitude
of 1.5 and located near the intersec-

tion of River Road and Ponderosa
Drive at approximately 8:12 a.m., ac-
cording to USGS mapping technol-
ogy. Earthquakes with a magnitude of
less than 2.0 are not commonly felt by
people and are generally recorded only on
local seismographs, according to USGS
information.

The Hickory Daily Record has not re-
ceived any reports of damage within the
area.

Members talk about
painting the town

BY EMILY WILLIS
ewillis@hickoryrecord.com

NEWTON — The New-
ton Public Arts Commis-
sion (NPAC) recently met
to discuss a few projects
the group has on tap to
either begin or continue.

The first project dis-
cussed is headed by Dis-
covery High school senior
Kent Ortiz.

For his senior project,
Ortiz decided to paint a
mural in downtown New-
ton, and has been work-
ing on his artwork since
last year.

“I have been working on
(the mural) since the last
time we met in Novem-
ber, and I plan on having
it completed by the end of
February,” Ortiz said.

The mural is located on
the outside wall of Gep-
petto’s Pizza of Newton.

“Since the deadline is
coming up, I have been
going out there more of-
ten and working on it,”
Ortiz reported to the
group.

Part of the project re-
quires Ortiz to give a
45-minute presentation
to an audience at his
school in late April.

The group discussed
Ortiz making a shorter
presentation to Newton
City Council after the
school presentation, and

Ortiz said he would look
into the possibility.

Although Ortiz is finish-
ing up his mural, NPAC
members began discuss-
ing other opportunities
around Newton for addi-
tional murals.

“One thing that we’ve
talked about and looked
at is what other commu-
nities have done as far as
murals are concerned,”
Lisë Swensson, chair of
NPAC, said.

Swensson also is a mem-
ber of the Hickory Public
Arts Commission (HPAC),
and knows the struggle
behind murals.

“(HPAC doesn’t) have a
document, yet, that says
how we are going to treat
murals, but we really need
one,” Swensson said.

Swensson added that
the document should
include specifics regard-
ing sizes, locations and
subject matter of murals.
NPAC is currently work-
ing on a similar document
as well.

“We need that docu-
ment before we make
any decisions,” Swensson
said.

Thanks to a $3,500 grant
that NPAC recently re-
ceived, the group will now
be able to pay sculptors to
make art to be displayed
around Newton.

NPAC is in the process

of deciding where to con-
struct 4-by-4-foot bases
for the sculptures in and
around downtown New-
ton.

During the meeting,
NPAC members came up
with 12 possible locations
to construct bases, and
looked at examples of art-
work by local sculptors.

Once the locations for
bases and specific sculp-
tures are chosen, NPAC
members discussed hold-
ing an unveiling event
that would include the
mural by Ortiz.

“I think it would be dif-
ficult to hold an unveiling
during a time where noth-
ing is really going on in
downtown Newton,” Sw-
ensson said. “We need to
choose a day where some-
thing is already going on,
and people will already be
there.”

The group discussed
numerous options in
April and May, but de-
cided early June would be
best.

“As slow as we have been
with getting the bases for
the sculptures completed,
I honestly think hold-
ing the unveiling in June
would be a safe bet,” Alex
Frick, member of NPAC,
said. “That would give us
plenty of time to make
sure everything was fin-
ished.”

Newton Public Arts Commission

Jewish perspective on Abraham offered
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Rabbi Dennis Jones addresses the group.

AT ROTARY EVENT

Hickory’s Dot Crouch (striped
sweater), who celebrated
her 100th birthday Saturday,

is presented a birthday cake by
Hickory Rotarian Jennifer Tingen
Clark at the Rotary Club of Hickory’s
annual Sweetheart Luncheon, held
Thursday at Lake Hickory Country
Club. Crouch, widow of longtime
Rotarian Robert Crouch, well-known
Hickory home builder, was one of
about 15 widows of longtime Hickory
Rotarians invited to the luncheon.
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