
Christmas is magic at
Hickory Village Memory
Care, a DePaul Senior Liv-
ing Community in Hicko-
ry, with holiday music in
beautifully decked hall-
ways, complete with a
visit from Santa.

“Our visit from Santa
was a highlight all by it-
self,” said activities direc-
torVeronica Pounds.“The
smiles and laughter and
the look on our residents’
faces was priceless.”

Residents at Hickory
Village have been busy
baking holiday goodies
including sugar cook-
ies and fudge, all the
while reminiscing about
Christmases past. They
also took part in an in-
door snowman-decorat-
ing contest and a holiday
party with dancing, food,
fun and presents for ev-
eryone. For more infor-

mation about Hickory
Village, contact admin-

istrator Susan Blizzard at
828-322-2230.

Kathy Hutchings, director of
the Caldwell County Veterans
Service Office, will be retiring
effective Dec. 31 after 42 years
of working with veterans in
Caldwell County and across the
region.

In recognition of her service,
Hutchings was awarded The
Order of the Long Leaf Pine
award by Gov. Pat McCrory.
The award honors people who
have a proven record of service
to the state. In addition, at
a recent event honoring her
retirement, Hutchings received
the key to the city from Lenoir
Mayor Joe Gibbons.

Hutchings was first hired in
June of 1975 as an office as-
sistant in the Veterans Service
Office which at that time was
located in the basement of
the Caldwell County Court-
house. She was promoted to
Veterans Service officer after
a few months and moved to
the Caldwell County Admin-
istration Building when the
Veterans Service Office was
combined with the County Hu-
man Resources office. During
those years, Hutchings contin-
ued her duties serving veterans
and also worked with services
for county employees.

In 2010, the Veterans Service
Office was separated from HR
and made an independent de-
partment based on the volume
of veterans and their depen-
dents needing services. Hutch-
ings was named director. There

are more than 6,000 veterans
in Caldwell County that receive
around $24 million primarily
due to the work of Hutchings
and her staff.

“Working with veterans has
been my life, it is in my blood,
I have a passion for it,” Hutch-
ings said. “Veterans gave us our
peace and freedom. They made
this country we live in possible
and have done this at the risk
of their safety, sanity and future
without asking anything in
return.”

The Caldwell County Veter-
ans Service Office works with
veterans daily to make sure
they receive the benefits they
are due and deserve. The office
completes disability claims
for those that have disabilities
or military related illness and
helps those veterans who have
a low income apply for ben-
efits.

Hutchings is accredited with
the North Carolina and the
National Association of County
Veteran Service Officers. Both
require testing and training
annually. This accreditation
allows Hutchings to act as
spokesperson and representa-
tive of the veteran.

After retiring, Hutchings in-
tends to continue working with
the Veterans Services Office
part time.

“After 42 years, these veterans
are more like my friends and
family. I still serve veterans or
their widows that I first met
42 years ago,” Hutchings said.
“There is nothing more touch-
ing than seeing a veteran being
honored by providing ben-
efits during their lifetime and
especially at their time of death
by the presentation of the
American flag and a military
gun salute.”
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Names and Faces, compiled by John Dayberry
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Hutchings displays Order of the Long Leaf Pine award.
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Alma Taylor and Lib Carpenter welcome Santa Claus.
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H
ickory Rotary Club member John Olson rings a

bell for The Salvation Army. The fellow Rotarian

who submitted the photo said Olson “is

apparently very handy with knitting needles and yarn. I

guess necessity really is the mother of invention.”

Catawba County
young farmer

honored
Catawba County young farmer Rus-

sell Hedrick took first place honors in
North Carolina Farm Bureau’s statewide
Discussion Meet.

The competition and award ceremony
took place during NCFB’s
81st annual meeting, Dec.
4-6 at the Joseph S. Koury
Convention Center at
the Sheraton Greensboro
Hotel at Four Seasons.

“It is important that we
support and help develop
young farmers who are

able to speak up and speak out for farm-
ers and their rural communities,” said
Larry Wooten, president of North Caro-
lina Farm Bureau. “This program helps
develop rural leaders for the future.”

The Discussion Meet Award recognizes
a young farmer between the ages of 18
and 35 who is involved in NCFB’s Young
Farmers and Ranchers Program (YF&R)
program. Hedrick’s knowledge of agri-
cultural issues and public speaking and
debate skills were judged to be the most
effective in regard to consensus-build-
ing on some of the real issues impacting
today’s agricultural industry.

Hedrick now moves on to the national
competition where he will vie against
other state Farm Bureau winners during
American Farm Bureau Federation’s
national Discussion Meet, held in con-
junction with the organization’s annual
meeting, Jan. 6-11 in Phoenix, Ariz.
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Hickory Village
residents celebrate
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J
ohn Lamonica, part of The Donna Austin Team at Coldwell Banker Boyd and Hassell Inc., was

recently named 2016 Realtor of the Year by the Catawba Valley Association of Realtors. Lamonica is

shown with the award.

Hedrick

The Mercedes-Benz
Club of America, Tarheel
Section, presented a check
for $1,000 to The Rotary
Club of Catawba Valley for
the Rotary C.A.R.T. Fund
on Dec. 13 at Rock Barn
Country Club.

The Mercedes-Benz
Club raised the money via
their event, The Euro Clas-
sic Car Show at Rock Barn,
held June 25. The Ro-
tary C.A.R.T. Fund funds
research into the causes
and possible cures for
Alzheimer’s disease, pro-
viding seed money for new
concepts and approaches
to this affliction.

Dierik Freed, president
of The Mercedes-Benz
Club, also represented by
Gary Swinkey, program

director, and Bill Parrish,
treasurer, presented the
check to Gail Henson,
president of The Rotary
Club of Catawba Valley.

Also representing The
Rotary Club were Glenn
Barger and Jason Herman,
Rotary assistant district
governor.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Shown (from left) are Gary Swinkey, Bill Parrish and president
Dierik Freed of the Mercedes-Benz Club; and president Gail
Henson, Glenn Barger and Jason Herman of The Rotary Club
of Catawba Valley.

Mercedes-Benz Club
supports Rotary effort
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