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Conover pianist James “Jimmy”
DePorre III, the 11-year-old son
of Mr. and Mrs. James DePorre Jr.,
was recently named Lord of Piano
by the North Carolina Federation
of Music Clubs.

Each year the North Carolina
Federation of Music Clubs holds
a Royalty competition. Students
must first win their local division,
which DePorre won on March 7.
He then won the state level on
May 7 when he competed against
other winners from throughout
North Carolina. The Lord catego-
ry consists of students in fourth
through sixth grades.

DePorre has been studying pia-
no for four years. He studies with
Chad Leatherman of Newton. He
is a homeschooled fifth-grade
student. When not practicing
piano, he enjoys swimming, foot-
ball, tennis and baseball. Some of
his performances may be viewed
at www.ncpianoinstructor.com.
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Pianist Jimmy DePorre holds his trophy.

At the May 12 meeting of the
Thursday Rotary Club of Hickory,
Rotarian Thomas Griffis an-
nounced the winner of the 2016
Service Above Self scholarship.
Rachel Elizabeth Keck is this year’s
recipient of the four-year college
scholarship.
Since 2005, 32 students have
received SAS scholarships, totaling
more than $205,000. SAS recipients
have attended Appalachian State
University, Davidson College, Duke
University, East Carolina Univer-
sity, Furman University, Gardner-
Webb University, Lenoir-Rhyne
University, University of Alabama,
University of North Carolina,

University of South Carolina, and
Catawba Valley Community Col-
lege, among others.
As the ServiceAbove Self

scholarship win-
ner from Hickory
High School’s class
of 2016, Keck will
receive Rotary’s
financial aid toward
her college tuition.
Due to the continued
financial success

and popularity of Rotarian Idol, the
SAS scholarship was increased in
2015 from $10,000 to $12,000. The
increase allows the SAS scholarship
recipient to receive $3,000 per year

for college costs. The total scholar-
ship is now $12,000, payable over
four years.
Thursday Rotary Club of Hicko-
ry’s Service Above Self scholarship
rewards students who excel in the
classroom, are recognized by teach-
ers as leaders and who volunteer
to serve others through community
service, church activities and more.
To qualify for a Service Above
Self scholarship, candidates must
consistently demonstrate their
service to others, be in the top 20
percent of their class and lead by
example. During the candidate’s
interviews, students are evaluated
on traditional scholarship standards:

grades, overall grade point average
and class rank. What sets the SAS
scholarship apart from many others
is that each honored student must
demonstrate how they serve their
community.
Keck’s high school career has been
a mix of outstanding scholarship,
leadership and service. In addition to
the rigors of the International Bac-
calaureate program, she is a member
of Interact, National Honor Society,
Beta Club, Science National Honors
Society, and Key Club. Keck has
served as a tutor at Centro Latino
and participated in numerous service
activities through her church, Mt.
Olive Lutheran Church, including

buying, packaging, and delivering
food to needy families with Micah’s
Cupboard.
Keck will attend Furman University
this fall. She plans to specialize in nu-
trition or environmental sustainability.
Scholarship funding is made pos-
sible by the Thursday Rotary Club
of Hickory’s successful fundrais-
ing activities, including the annual
Rotarian Idol competition. The
Thursday Rotary Club of Hickory
was founded in 1921 by Watt
Shuford. In adherence to Rotary’s
motto of “Service Above Self,” the
club has a history of giving back to
the community through its primary
service avenue of education.

Thursday Rotary Club of Hickory awards scholarship
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Connor Finley, a sev-
enth-grader at Hudson
Middle School, com-
peted against six other
students in the North

Carolina
Associa-
tion of Soil
and Water
Districts
Speech
Contest
on May 6
in Raleigh.

Finley was the only con-
testant to come to the
podium without notes
and deliver a perfect
speech while engaging
the judges and audience,
and he was declared the
state winner.

The NC Association of
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Districts annually
administers a number of
education contests at the
district and area levels.
Area winners advance to
state competitions. The
theme this year was, “We
All Live in a Watershed.”

Finley will be recognized
at the Caldwell County
Board of Commissioners

meeting on Monday.
Each year, Caldwell

Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District sponsors
environmental contests
for all students in grades
three through nine.
Third-, fourth- and sixth-
graders draw a poster.
Sixth-graders also can
participate in an essay
or computer generated
slide show. Seventh- and
eighth-graders present
a speech, and ninth-
graders compete in the
computer generated
poster contest.

Caldwell Soil & Water
Conservation District
held the seventh- and
eighth-grade speech
contest on Feb. 19, and
Finley was named one
of seven school winners
who competed for the
district title. Finley then
advanced to the re-
gional contest, where he
competed against seven
other district winners.

Finley was coached by
teachers Misty Key and
Tammy Knight of Hud-
son Middle School.

Seventh-grader wins
speech competition
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A. Dale King, Jefferson-Pilot Professor of
Business at Lenoir-Rhyne University, has
been named the Region 3 recipient of the
2016 Accreditation Council for Business
Schools and Programs Teaching Excellence
Award.

Each year, the ACBSP recognizes indi-
viduals who exemplify teaching excellence
in the classroom. King was chosen from all
the member institutions from the Bac-
calaureate/Graduate Degree institutions
in Region 3, which encompasses eight
Southeastern states.

King will be honored, along with other
regional recipients, at the ACBSP annual
conference in June in Atlanta. She will be
presented with a medallion and monetary
award. At the conference, two Internation-
al Teaching Excellence Award recipients
will be announced: one from an Associate
Degree-granting institution and one from
a Baccalaureate/Graduate degree-granting
institution. As a regional recipient, King
is now a candidate for an International

Teaching Excellence Award.
King received her Ph.D. in Administra-

tion with a cognate in Business from
Colorado State University. She completed
both her master’s and bachelor’s degrees in

business at Radford Univer-
sity in Virginia.

This is the second regional
Teaching Excellence Award
recipient from Lenoir-
Rhyne’s Charles M. Snipes
School of Business. J. Wayne
King, husband of A. Dale
King, received the Region

3 Teaching Excellence Award in 2002, the
first year the award was granted to a Bac-
calaureate/Graduate Degree professor. He
also went on to win the prestigious Interna-
tional Teaching Excellence Award. J. Wayne
King retired from Lenoir-Rhyne in 2007.

ACBSP is the only specialized body for
business schools that presents an award
recognizing excellence in teaching, open
to application by the entire membership.

LRU professor wins
Teaching Excellence Award
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Margaret Baucom, an employee of
the city of Hickory for more than 40
years, recently celebrated her 100th
birthday amongst friends and family
at Hickory Village Memory Care, a
DePaul Senior Living Community in
Hickory.

Born April 7, 1916, in Henry River,
Baucom’s mother died when she was
young, so she was raised by her aunts
in Hickory and Granite Falls. After
graduating from Granite Falls High
School, she attended Lenoir-Rhyne
College and graduated from King’s
Business College. Upon graduation,
she moved to Banner Elk, where she
served as secretary to the dean of
Lees-McRae College. There she met
her future husband, Clonnie Ivery
Baucom. The two married in 1939,
and their daughter Judy was born in

1945. The family resettled in Hickory
in 1947. Margaret Baucom worked
for the City of Hickory as secretary
and administrative assistant to the

city manager, as well as
town city clerk, before
retiring after 45 years of
service.

Baucom was recog-
nized as a life member
of the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Hickory
about five years ago.

She served as regent of the John
Hoyle Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution for two terms
and as president of the Hickory chap-
ter of the Altrusa Club.

A lifelong cat lover, Baucom is the
last of her eight siblings. Her last sister
died in 2014 at the age of 101.
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employee celebrates

100th birthday

Baucom

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Megan Marlowe accepts award from CVCC’s Keith Mackie.

Long View resident Megan Marlowe recently
received the 2016 President’s Award at Catawba
Valley Community College. The honor is awarded
for outstanding scholarship, leadership and college
and community service.

Marlowe earned a business administration as-
sociate degree in 2015 and recently completed her
entrepreneurship associate degree.

A native of Craigsville, W.Va., Marlowe found her-
self unemployed several years ago. With only a high
school education, she found it “beyond difficult
to find employment.” Operating a business had
always appealed to her, so she pursued a business
degree at CVCC.

The knowledge and experience gained through
her extracurricular activities helped her develop
that idea into a full-fledged business plan. She be-
lieves making that idea a reality would never have
been possible without her experience at CVCC.

Long View woman
receives President’s

Award at CVCCThe John Hoyle Chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution announced Katherine Matthews as the
Mildred Showfety Award winner this year.

Established in 1987, the Mildred Showfety Award rec-
ognizes an outstanding student in American history at

Hickory High School each year.
Matthews is the daughter of Scott and

Tina Matthews of Hickory. She has served
a lab internship at Exploring Joara Foun-
dation. Her hobbies include dance and
golf. Her future plans are to attend Rollins
College and obtain a degree in classical
studies with a minor in archeology.

The National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution was founded in 1890 to promote
patriotism, preserve American history, and support
better education for the nation’s children. Its members
are descended from the patriots who won American
independence during the Revolutionary War. With more
than 165,000 members in approximately 3,000 chapters
worldwide, DAR is one of the world’s largest and most
active service organizations. To learn more about the
work of today’s DAR, visit www.DAR.org.

Matthews

DAR chapter names
history award winner

See AWARD, Page 9A


