
Joseph P. McGuire, an
Asheville attorney, is the
newest member of Lenoir-
Rhyne University’s board
of trustees.

“I have been hugely
impressed by LR and what
they’re doing in Hickory,
Asheville and Columbia as
they provide an education
that balances practical in-
struction, the sciences and
the liberal arts,” McGuire
said. “I hope to serve as
a main point of contact
between LR and the Ashe-
ville community. I grew
up here, and I moved back
here after college, a stint
in the Navy and a job with
a big firm in Atlanta.”

As a top business law
attorney with business
contacts and personal
relationships throughout
the Asheville region, Mc-
Guire is positioned to help
guide the development of
LR’s Asheville campus.

“I view this as a great
opportunity to use my
talents as a lawyer and my
expertise gained on the
board of Brevard Col-
lege and other nonprofit
boards to focus on LR’s
Asheville campus and the
entire LR community,” he
said.

McGuire is the president
of McGuire, Wood & Bis-
sette. He joined the firm
in 1978, and his specialty
is business litigation.
McGuire’s recent work
focused on a wide range
of specialties including
contract disputes, munici-
pal liability, business fraud
and property disputes.

McGuire serves on
several boards, from the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Association of Asheville
and Buncombe County to
the Leadership Asheville
Forum. He previously
served on a number of
boards including the Cen-
ter for Diversity Education

at UNC-Asheville and the
Western North Carolina
Conference of the United
Methodist Church.

McGuire attended
Harvard Law School after
graduating from UNC-

Chapel Hill.
He was admitted to the

North Carolina Bar As-
sociation in 1975. He was
admitted to the State Bar
of Georgia the following
year.
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Names & Faces, Compiled by John Dayberry

Cambridge House resident Iva Martin
and her daughter Joyce Jaeger were
among those celebrating Mother’s Day
at a recent event at Cambridge House,
a DePaul Senior Living community in

Hildebran.
Celebrants enjoyed chicken-salad

croissant sandwiches and lemonade.
The women at Cambridge House also
received corsages.

Toni Arianna Abernathy
is the recipient of Hickory
Rotary Club’s 2014 Service
Above Self scholarship.

Hickory Rotary Club
recognizes the im-
portance of a good
education. Since 2005, 29
students received Service
Above Self scholar-
ships totaling more than
$200,000.

The Service Above Self
scholarship winner from
Hickory High School’s
class of 2014 will receive
Rotary’s financial aid
toward her college tu-
ition.

The scholarship is
$10,000, payable over four
years.

Hickory Rotary Club’s
Service Above Self schol-
arship rewards students
who excel in the class-
room, are recognized by
teachers as leaders and
who volunteer to serve
others through com-
munity service, church
activities and more.

To qualify for a Service
Above Self scholarship,
candidates must con-
sistently demonstrate
their service to others,
be in the top 20 percent
of their class and lead by
example.

During the interviews,
students are evaluated on
traditional scholarship
standards: grades, overall
grade point average and
class rank.

What sets this scholar-
ship apart from many

others is that each
honored student must
demonstrate how they
serve their community.

Abernathy is the daugh-
ter of Mary and Eugene
Abernathy. She has a
younger brother, Darian.
This fall, she will begin
her college education at
East Carolina University.
She aspires to be a neona-
tologist.

During her high school
years, she was a mem-
ber of the Key Club,
the Hickory City Youth
Council and YMCA Black

Achievers, among other
activities. In each of those
organizations, she was
recognized as a servant
leader.

She served as vice chair
and chair of the Hickory
City Youth Council and
the YMCA Black Achiev-
ers, which named her
the Black Achiever of
the Year in 2011 and
2012.

She received the YMCA
Teen Character Award
three times (March and
November 2011 and No-
vember 2013).

Part of Kohl’s commu-
nity partnership is the
Kohl’s Associates in Action
program. Since 2001,
Kohl’s associates nation-
wide have participated in
more
than 143,000 volunteer
activities that support
children.

When associates form
teams of five or more to
support a local youth-
serving charity, the
company supports the
team’s participation with
a corporate grant given
directly to the charity.

In April, six Kohl’s as-
sociate spent the day
painting the barn at
Rising Hope Farms in

Claremont. Rising Hope
Farms, a therapeutic rid-
ing program, has been in
operation since 2009. The
program primarily serves
the special needs commu-
nity and children referred
by Hospice.

The therapeutic riding
program includes riders
of all ages with various
disabling conditions such
as cerebral palsy, spina
bifida, paraplegia, sight
and hearing deficits, and
developmental and learn-
ing disabilities.

The program focuses on
the rider’s abilities, not his
or her disabilities. Chil-
dren who cannot walk find
freedom on the back of a

1,200-pound horse and
gain confidence in their
abilities. In addition to
the freshly painted barn,
Rising Hope Farms was
the recipient of a Kohl’s
corporate grant of $1,500
to support the program

For information about
Rising Hope Farms, visit
www.RisingHopeFarms.
com or call Gail Wartner at
828-638-0879.
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Toni Abernathy is shown with Rotary award.

Rotary honors
Hickory High senior
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Joseph McGuire is the newest member of Lenoir-Rhyne
University’s board of trustees.

Asheville attorney joins
board of trustees at LRU
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Shown with therapy horse Christian are Rising Hope Farms executive director Gail Wartner,
Sarah Lafone, Susan Hicks, Sandra Huffman, store manager Deb Green, Kim Wilson (and in
back row), Darlene Gibbs and Jenna Bright.

Kohl’s associates
assist local children

Tell us
Want to contribute
information or a photo
to Names & Faces? Email
jdayberry@hickory
record.com.

Residents celebrate
with Mother’s Day event
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Shown are Iva Martin and her daughter Joyce Jaeger, enjoying each other’s company on
Mother’s Day last Sunday.


