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Meditation

Here I am
Lord … maybe?

BY KATHY H. WOOD
Executive Director

Greater Hickory Cooperative Christian
Ministry

H
ave you ever felt
compassion for
others you don’t

even know? Has this led to
a nudge to do something
to help? Do you get upset
when you see others being
treated unkind?

This has been me my
entire life. This love for
God’s creation, including
the animals, the environ-
ment, the humans, and
everything created, comes
from the Holy Spirit. All
of us are created perfectly
by God, and we all have a
gift to share. How often do
we feel this nudge to do
something, but we choose
to ignore it and do noth-
ing, possibly because we
do not have the confi-
dence needed to do it?

Or, maybe it is because
we are tired, sick, have
other plans. Well, for most
of us, this has happened
and continues to happen.
The same happened with
Isaiah when he received
the call from God, but he
accepted in spite of his
lack of confidence.

I want to share a verse
that is short but powerful:
Isaiah 6:8 (New Revised
Standard Version).

8 Then I heard the voice
of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send, and who will
go for us?” And I said,
“Here am I; send me!”

A hymn was composed
in 1981 by Dan Schutte
that speaks to this scrip-
ture very well. The story
behind him composing
this hymn is one that
shows the gifts of God and
how we can do things even
when we think the task is

an impossible one. When
Dan was asked by a friend
to compose a song for an
upcoming ordination,
Dan was skeptical because
the ordination was in five
days. Seriously? An entire
song in five days?

To add to this dilemma,
Dan had been in bed with
the flu for several days and
had very little energy to
devote to this task. How-
ever, he prayed for God
to give him guidance and
to help him do this so he
could help out his friend
who made the request.
Within two days, Dan had
composed a hymn that
later would become very
popular. No small task!
The hymn contains para-
doxes, transformational
context, and rhetorical
questions:

Whom shall I send?
Here I am Lord, is it I,

Lord?
I have heard You calling

in the night.
I will go Lord, if You lead

me.
I will hold Your people in

my heart.
We each have a unique

gift and a passion we can
use to spread the love of
God. My passion is social
justice and I am blessed to
be working at the Greater
Hickory Cooperative
Christian Ministry, where
the neighbors we journey
with are marginalized and
need to feel the love of
God to give them hope.
Respond to God’s call this
week by offering a word of
encouragement, listening
to someone; going with
someone to an activity or
appointment; putting a
hand on someone’s shoul-
der or letting them cry on
your shoulder, or by giving
them a hug, or a smile.

UnitedWay board welcomes newmembers
HICKORY — History and

a vision of things to come
highlighted the Cataw-
ba County United Way’s
board of directors annual
Board Advance, held ear-
lier this month.

This year it was hosted at
the Shurtape Technologies
headquarters in Hickory.

Three new members
joined the 24-member
board: Catawba County
Sheriff Don Brown; local
attorney Susan Matthews;
and Brooke Clark, chief ac-
counting officer at Comm-
Scope Holding Company
in Hickory.

During the meeting, the
board reviewed the previ-
ous year’s impact in the
community and then dis-
cussed campaign strate-
gies for the new year.

Catawba County United
Way (CCUW) Executive
Director Jennie Connor
reminded the board mem-
bers of their ongoing stra-
tegic plan which includes

being leaders in develop-
ing a community impact
agenda and providing
measurable and sustain-
able solutions to help im-
prove the lives of families
and individuals in Cataw-
ba County.

Shurtape CEO Stephen
Shuford had an opportu-
nity to speak to the group
as well. He is a former
CCUW Board member
himself and founder of
the Catawba County Youth
Council. He took the time
to talk about the com-
pany’s long history in the
county.

Another guest speaker
was United Way of North
Carolina President Laura

Marx, who explained NC-
CARE360.

The program is the first
statewide coordinated
care network that includes
a data repository of shared
resources and connects
healthcare and human
services providers, accord-
ing to the NCCARE360
page at ncdhhs.gov.

Marx said NCCARE 360
addressed problems like
an inconsistency in con-
necting people to com-
munity resources and do-
ing it in a more trackable
environment. In addition,
there was no system in
place in the state to avoid
fragmentation of care,
nothing to help connect

providers from all the ar-
eas of need to serve clients.

The new system will
be tied into additional
resources through the
United Way’s 2-1-1 general
help line.

For 75 years, the mission
of Catawba County United
Way has been to increase
the organized capacity
of people to help others
by mobilizing the caring
power of our commu-
nity. The Catawba County
United Way is focused on
being the most effective
and efficient organization
that identifies and priori-
tizes the greatest unmet
human needs in the com-
munity.

For more information
visit CCUW online at ccu-
niteway.com or at the Ca-
tawba County United Way
Facebook page.

The CCUW office is lo-
cated at 2760 Tate Blvd. in
Hickory. Reach it at 828-
327-6851.

Trinity Baptist
Church celebrates
39th anniversary

NEWTON — Trinity
Baptist Church in Newton
will be celebrating its 39th
anniversary on Sunday,
March 3. Leading the ser-
vice will be the interim
pastor, Jeff Rogers, and
Brant R. Hoots, pastor
emeritus. Hoots, who re-
tired June 30, 2018, after
serving as Trinity’s pastor
for more than 36 years,
will deliver the message.

The 11 a.m. anniversary
service will be held at the
church campus located
at 725 West 13th St. (NW
Blvd, U.S. 321 Business).
Following the service, the
congregation and guests
will share a covered-dish
luncheon in the fellowship
hall.

Trinity Baptist Church
was organized on March 9,
1980. The late Rev. Alvin A.
Walker of Newton served
as the pastor for the first
20 months. Hoots began
his ministry on Nov. 8,
1981.

Services at Trinity Baptist
Church include an 11 a.m.
Sunday worship, with Sun-
day school immediately
preceding from 10-10:40

a.m. There is a Wednesday
worship service that be-
gins at 5:30 p.m. with a fel-
lowship meal, followed by
a praise/worship service
from 6:30-7 p.m. The Adult
Choir practice begins at 7
p.m. Children meet every
Sunday from 4-5:30 p.m.
for missions and choir.
The Youth at Trinity Bap-
tist Church meet every
Sunday from 6-7:30 p.m.
for a meal and Bible study.

Trinity has been a
member of the Eastern
Catawba County Coop-
erative Christian Ministry
(ECCCM). Trinity is active
with The Corner Table, a
soup kitchen lunch-time
venue in downtown New-
ton, as well as the weekly
community Sunday night
meal in Newton held at the
First Presbyterian Church.

Trinity Baptist Church is
a strong supporter of the
Baptist Children’s Homes
of Thomasville. During the
holiday season, the church
participates in Operation
Christmas Child filling
shoeboxes, and also stuffs
stockings for The Salva-
tion Army.

GO GREEN!GO GREEN!

LIVE GREEN!LIVE GREEN!

RECYCLE!RECYCLE!

It makes a world of difference!It makes a world of difference!

Brown Clarke Matthews
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Volunteers work at the GHCCM during a recent Rotary project.

3 ROTARY CLUBS,

1 MIGHTY EFFORT
HICKORY

R
otary Club of Hickory, Lake Hickory Rotary Club and Hickory Sunrise Rotary

Club held a collaborative, three-club service project celebrating the 114th

anniversary of the founding of Rotary International on Feb. 23, 1905.

The Feb. 23 Service Day project benefited the Greater Hickory Cooperative

Christian Ministry, with members from all three clubs volunteering at the GHCCM

Whole Life Center and the 31 Thrift and More retail store for GHCCM. The day was

proclaimed as Rotary Day in the city of Hickory.

Shown, from left, are District 7670 Governor-elect
Tiffany Ervin; Rotary Club of Hickory President Linda
Lutz; Hickory Mayor Hank Guess; Lake Hickory Rotary
Club President Gerrie Reeves; and Hickory Sunrise Club
President Donald Hicks.

Shown are the incoming District 7670 governor and
Hickory area club presidents for the upcoming 2019-
2020 Rotary year. From left, they are President-elect for
Hickory Sunrise Rotary, Ric Vandett; District Governor-
elect, Tiffany Ervin; Lake Hickory Rotary Club President-
elect, Bill Loehr; and Rotary Club of Hickory President-
elect, Gerry Knox.

‘Why Israel?’ to be program topic
HICKORY — A spiri-

tual and informative con-
vocation, “Why Israel?”
will feature Pastor Victor
Styrsky, national outreach
director and eastern re-
gional coordinator of
Christians United For Is-
rael. The event will be held
Wednesday, March 20, at

7 p.m. in Belk Centrum
on the campus of Lenoir-
Rhyne University.

A frequent lecturer, Styr-
sky will share biblical and
historical reasons to stand
with Israel and the Jewish
people. His presentation
will also include an up-
date on the situation in

the Middle East.
Styrsky has been a pas-

tor, music director, and
pro-Israel activist in
Northern California for
more than 30 years. He is
the author of “Honest to
God — The 10 Questions
Jews Ask Christians.” He
is a frequent speaker at

American Israel Public Af-
fairs Committee, the Zion-
ist Organization of Amer-
ica, college campuses,
synagogues, churches and
other pro-Israel organiza-
tions across the nation.

The event is free and
open to the public, and
all people are welcome re-


