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Morning Briefing Today in History
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Feb. 17, 1864, during the Civil War, the

Union ship USS Housatonic was rammed and
sunk in Charleston Harbor, S.C., by the Confed-
erate hand-cranked submarine H.L. Hunley in
the first naval attack of its kind; the Hunley also
sank.

On this date:
In 1801, the U.S. House of Representatives

broke an electoral tie between Thomas Jefferson
and Aaron Burr, electing Jefferson president; Burr
became vice president.

In 1815, the United States and Britain ex-
changed the instruments of ratification for the
Treaty of Ghent, ending the War of 1812.

In 1865, during the Civil War, Columbia, S.C.,
burned as the Confederates evacuated and
Union forces moved in.

In 1897, the forerunner of the National PTA, the
National Congress of Mothers, convened its first
meeting in Washington.

In 1933, Newsweek magazine was first pub-
lished under the title “News-Week.”

In 1944, during World War II, U.S. forces in-
vaded Eniwetok Atoll, encountering little initial
resistance from Imperial Japanese troops. (The
Americans secured the atoll less than a week
later.)

In 1968, the original Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame, located on the campus
of Springfield College in Massachusetts, was
opened to the public.

In 1972, President Richard M. Nixon departed
the White House with his wife, Pat, on a historic
trip to China.

In 1986, Johnson & Johnson announced it
would no longer sell over-the-counter medica-
tions in capsule form, after the death of a woman
who had taken a cyanide-laced Tylenol capsule.

In 1996, world chess champion Garry Kasparov
beat IBM supercomputer “Deep Blue,” winning a
six-game match in Philadelphia (however, Kasp-
arov lost to Deep Blue in a rematch in 1997).

Ten years ago: President Barack Obama signed
a mammoth, $787 billion economic stimulus
package into law in Denver; he also approved
adding some 17,000 U.S. troops for the war in
Afghanistan.

Five years ago: The co-pilot of an Italy-bound
Ethiopian Airlines Boeing 767 locked his captain
out of the cockpit, commandeered the plane,
then headed to Geneva, where he was arrested
upon landing by Swiss authorities (no one was
injured). Meryl Davis and Charlie White won
the gold medal in ice dance at Sochi, the first
Olympic title in the event for the United States.
(Davis and White finished 4.53 points ahead of
Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir of Canada, the 2010
champions.) Jimmy Fallon made his debut as
host of NBC’s “Tonight Show.”

One year ago: President Donald Trump’s
national security adviser, H.R. McMaster, told
a conference in Germany that there was now
“incontrovertible” evidence of a Russian plot
to disrupt the 2016 U.S. election; the statement
stood in stark contrast to Trump’s claim that
Russian interference in his election victory was
a hoax.

Japan’s Yuzuru Hanyu made Olympic figure-
skating history in the men’s free skate event in
South Korea, becoming the first man to repeat
as Olympic champion since Dick Button in 1952
after also winning in Sochi in 2014; his gold
medal was the 1,000th to be awarded in Winter
Games history.

“People show their character
by what they laugh at.”

German proverb

Quote of the Day

Rotary Service Day
to be observed

HICKORY — On Feb. 23, 1905, the
very first Rotary meeting was orga-
nized by Paul Harris, Gustavus Loehr,
Silvester Schiele, and Hiram Shorey,
gathered at Loehr’s office in the Unity
Building in downtown Chicago. Har-
ris, an attorney, wanted to create a
professional group with the same
friendly spirit he felt in the small
towns of his youth. They decided to
call the new club “Rotary” after the
practice of rotating meeting loca-
tions. The name Rotary International
was adopted in 1922.

The Feb. 23 anniversary is now
known as “Rotary World Peace and
Understanding Day.”

In keeping with Rotary’s 2019
theme, “Be the Inspiration” and
the Rotary Foundation’s motto of
“Doing Good in the World,” Rotary
District 7670 Gov. Isaac B. Owolabi
has decreed that Feb. 23 is one of his
signature projects for focusing on
service and giving back to one’s com-
munity, an important tenet of Rotary
locally, nationally, and internation-
ally. District 7670 currently consists
of 48 Rotary clubs in western North
Carolina.

On Saturday the Rotary Club of
Hickory will join district and world-
wide recognitions by participating in
a local service project for the ben-
efit of Greater Hickory Cooperative
Christian Ministry and its mission
to provide hope, help and healing to
those in most need through service,
advocacy and community support.
Representing GHCCM as club mem-
bers are Executive Director Kathy
Wood, and Vice President and voting
member Michael Blackburn.

Rotary Club of Hickory members
will assist GHCCM staffers perform-
ing indoor and outdoor work at the
Whole Life Center building and
indoor work at 31 Thrift and More.
Volunteers will begin work at Greater
Hickory Cooperative Christian Min-
istry, 31 First Ave. SE, on Feb. 23 from
8:30-10:30 a.m.

Rotary Club of Hickory volunteers
will be joined in service and celebra-
tion by Rotary District 7670 District
Gov.-elect Tiffany Ervin.

During the event, the city of Hick-
ory will officially recognize all three
Rotary clubs that call Hickory home.
Mayor Hank Guess will present a
proclamation recognizing Feb. 23 as
Rotary Day in the City of Hickory in
recognition of the contributions to
the community made by the Rotary
Club of Hickory, Lake Hickory Rotary
Club and Hickory Sunrise Rotary
Club.

Black history open
house planned at church

HICKORY — Hartzell Memorial
United Methodist Church, in part-
nership with the Hickory Branch
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, will present
a black history open house from
noon to 4 p.m. Saturday. The public is
invited.

The event will be at the Hartzell
church, 465 S. Center St., SE Hickory,
where the Rev. Cassandra Rawls is

the pastor. A small, wide-ranging
selection of local, state, national and
international historical contributions
of African Americans are addressed,
some more in-depth than others.

The one-day event is co-sponsored
by the church, having a local his-
tory that dates prior to 1879; and the
NAACP, which nationally dates from
1909. Samuel E. Hunt is president of
the Hickory Branch NAACP.

Book discussion focuses
on opioid epidemic

NEWTON — To heighten aware-
ness of the impact of opioids in
neighborhoods and families, Ca-
tawba Valley Community College has
chosen “Dreamland: The True Tale
of America’s Opiate Epidemic” as its
latest community read. The Catawba
County Library will host a discus-
sion about the compelling book at 2
p.m. Saturday at the Main Library in
Newton.

“Dreamland” traces the growth of
the opioid problem through a variety
of developments, including the mar-
keting of synthetic painkillers and the
influx of heroin brought in from the
west coast of Mexico.

Sam Quinones, author of “Dream-
land,” is a journalist by training, and
his ability to track causes, find con-
nections and share personal stories
brings the history of the epidemic to
life — often heartbreakingly so. The
novel weaves together the threads of
parents, survivors, officers, drug de-
velopers, and traffickers to show the
extent of the problem and the scope
of its involvement in American life.

Next month, CVCC and the Ca-
tawba County Library will host an
author’s talk and visit by Quinones,
who will speak on March 26, at 11
a.m. at CVCC’s Tarlton Complex
and at 6 pm at the Newton-Conover
Auditorium.

For more information about Ca-
tawba County Libraries, visit www.
catawbacountync.gov/library, call
828-465-8664, email mylibrary@
catawbacountync.gov, or visit them
on Facebook.

Caldwell Hospice
offers Good Grief Meal

LENOIR — Caldwell Hospice and
Palliative Care will hold its next
monthly Good Grief Meal at 3 p.m.
March 7 at A.J.’s Family Steakhouse,
314 Blowing Rock Blvd., Lenoir.

The informal time of food and
fellowship is open to anyone who
is experiencing grief and loss. The
meal is Dutch treat.

The Good Grief Meal is sponsored
through Ashewood Grief and Coun-
seling Services, grief support servic-
es of Caldwell Hospice, and is one of
many opportunities offered to help
people of all ages and families cope
with the loss of people they love.
Caldwell Hospice offers community
grief support services to anyone
who needs help in coping with grief.
For more information about the
upcoming Good Grief Meal or other
grief support services, call 828-754-
0101, or visit www.caldwellhospice.
org or the Caldwell Hospice and Pal-
liative Care Facebook page.

P
rincipal Julie

Marshall plays

Connect Four with

7-year-old Ezra Maese at

Hays STEAM Academy

on Thursday in Odessa,

Texas. The students

played games in class

while participating in

Global School Playday,

aimed at restoring

unstructured play to a

generation of kids. The

kids played board games,

made art projects and

played outside.
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