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Morning Briefing Today in History

Today is Saturday, Feb. 29, the 60th day
of 2020. There are 306 days left in the
year.

Today’s Highlight in History

On Feb. 29, 1936, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed a second Neutrality Act
as he appealed to American businesses
not to increase exports to belligerents.

On this date

In 1504, Christopher Columbus, strand-
ed in Jamaica during his fourth voyage to
the West, used a correctly predicted lunar
eclipse to frighten hostile natives into
providing food for his crew.

In 1796, President George Washington
proclaimed Jay’s Treaty, which settled
some outstanding differences with Brit-
ain, in effect.

In 1892, the United States and Britain
agreed to submit to arbitration their
dispute over seal-hunting rights in the
Bering Sea. (A commission later ruled in
favor of Britain.)

In 1904, bandleader Jimmy Dorsey was
born in Shenandoah, Pa.

In 1916, singer, actress and TV personal-
ity Dinah Shore was born Frances Rose
Shore in Winchester, Tenn. (Shore, who
claimed March 1, 1917, as her birth date,
died in 1994 just days before she would
have turned 78.)

In 1940, “Gone with the Wind” won
eight Academy Awards, including best
picture of 1939; Hattie McDaniel won for
best supporting actress, the first black
performer so honored.

In 1956, President Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er announced he would seek a second
term of office. Serial killer Aileen Wuornos
was born in Rochester, Mich. (she was
executed by the state of Florida in 2002).

In 1960, the first Playboy Club, featur-
ing waitresses clad in “bunny” outfits,
opened in Chicago. Serial killer Richard
Ramirez was born in El Paso, Texas (he
died in 2013 while awaiting execution in
California).

In 1968, at the Grammy Awards, the 5th
Dimension’s “Up, Up and Away” won
record of the year for 1967, while album of
the year honors went to The Beatles’ “Sgt.
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.”

In 1980, former Israeli Foreign Minister
Yigal Allon, who had played an important
role in the Jewish state’s fight for inde-
pendence, died at age 61.

“Well, it has happened
again. The Earth has
circled four times around
the sun, astronomers have
designated this a leap year
and anxious bachelors
won’t answer their
telephones until midnight.”

David O’Reilly,

American journalist

Quote of the Day

Annual GOP county
convention scheduled

HICKORY — The Catawba County
Republican Party announced that it will
hold its annual precinct meetings and
county convention on Saturday, March
14 at Pin Station in Newton.

Pin Station is at 525 W. A St.
Precinct meetings will begin at 8:15 a.m.

with registration, and the county con-
vention immediately following. Chair of
the Republican Party, Lee Bogle, said,
“After an intense primary season we
look forward to coming together behind
our candidates to organize ourselves
for a successful general election. We are
thrilled the national convention is in
Charlotte this year and look forward to
sending our delegates to help support
President Trump and Vice President
Pence in their re-election.”

If you would like to know more about
the party or volunteer, contact GOP head-
quarters at 828-358-4249 or stop by 930
Tate Blvd. SE, Suite 106, Hickory.

Auditions scheduled
for Rotarian Idol

HICKORY — The Rotary Club of
Hickory announced the dates for audi-
tions for the Rotarian Idol 2020 singing
competition. Two audition sessions will
be held, one Thursday, March 12, from
5:30-7 p.m., and a second one Sunday,
March 15 from 1:30-3 p.m.

Auditions will be in the Drendel Audito-
rium at the SALT Block at 243 Third Ave.
NE in Hickory. There is a $5 entry fee.

Singers chosen as finalists will compete
May 3 for cash prizes. First place will
receive $2,500, second place will receive
$1,000, third place will receive $500, and
the audience favorite will be awarded
$500.

Rotarian Idol is the major fundraiser
for the Rotary Club of Hickory, which
will soon celebrate its 100th anniversary.
The event gives the community, through
the Rotary Club, the ability to impact the
lives of people here and across the globe.
Funds raised go to support local educa-
tional programs such as the Imagination
Library, college scholarships and Teacher
of the Year awards, as well as humanitar-
ian and educational projects around the
world.

Rotarian Idol is a singing competition
only. The competition is for amateurs;
professional entertainers may not enter.
According to IRS guidelines, if you have
had a previous singing career or were
paid $600 or more in salary or prize
money for singing or performing in 2019,
you are not eligible to compete.

Singers who are younger than 18 at the
time of the audition must have written
parental consent to enter the competi-
tion.

Auditions are a cappella. There is no
accompaniment provided, and each
contestant will sing a brief section of the
song of their choice.

For more information, or if you need

the parental-consent form, contact either
Bonita Ferretti at 828-234-3500 (email bo-
nitaferretti@gmail.com) or John Rambo
at 828- 327-3855, ext. 103 (email john@
hickorytheatre.org).

Chapter honors principal of
Shuford Elementary School

CONOVER — The Gamma Phi Chapter
of NC DKG recognized NC Northwest
Principal of the Year Kisha Clemons,
Shuford Elementary School.

In keeping with the theme of “Ready,
Set, Grow,” Deb Wakefield, chapter presi-
dent, congratulated Clemons by deliver-
ing an orchid. NC DKG is a state organi-
zation within The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International, a professional
international honor society of key female
educators. DKG promotes professional
and personal growth of female educators
and excellence in education.

NC DKG offers its members the op-
portunity to cultivate fellowship with
educators across generations, to nurture
membership with research-based strate-
gies, to energize members with oppor-
tunities for leadership, and to develop
chapters (members) with well-defined
programs.

Bethlehem Branch Library
to have book sale

BETHLEHEM — The Bethlehem
Branch Library is having its annual used-
book sale sponsored by the Friends of the
Library on March 19-21.

The popular event will be held at the
Bethlehem Fire Department, 7373 N.C.
127 N. in Bethlehem. The hours of the
sale are Thursday, March 19, 9 a.m. to
noon for Friends of the Library only.
The sale is open to the public Thursday,
March 19, noon to 6 p.m.; Friday, March
20, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Saturday, March
21, 9 a.m. to noon.

Donated books for the sale can be taken
to the Bethlehem Branch Library, 45
Rink Dam Road. Books that are accepted
include gently used ones, hardcover and
paperbacks. Items that cannot be ac-
cepted are encyclopedias, magazines and
Reader’s Digest condensed books.

Bethlehem Friends encourage the
public to use the sale as an opportunity to
add current books to their bookshelves at
home at a reasonable cost.

Proceeds from the sale are used to
support literacy by enhancing services
for children and adults at the Bethlehem
Branch.

The Friends of the Library membership
drive is currently underway. A one-year
membership, which runs from Jan. 1 to
Dec. 31, can be purchased at the library
before the sale or at the sale. Member-
ship is $10 for individuals, $15 for family
and $8 for senior citizens. Memberships
are also available for businesses ($20)
and patrons ( $50). Lifetime member-
ships ($200) can paid in four installments
within the first year. All contributions are
tax-deductible.
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CROCUS-POCUS

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

In a welcome show of color, yellow crocus flowers sprout near a walking trail at the Tayamentasachta

Center for Environmental Studies in Greencastle, Pa., on Thursday.


