
A
pple News posted
an unexpected story
the other day. It was

Washington Post reporter
Sonia Rao’s May 21 article
“Sesame Street Introduces
Muppet in Foster Care.”
She explained, “Sesame
Workshop, the nonprofit
behind the show, has
welcomed Karli, a Muppet

in foster
care, as well
as her ‘for
now’ par-
ents, Dalia
and Clem.”
The article
said the
newcomers
are “part of
an initiative

to provide free resources to
caregivers navigating dif-
ficult issues, such as family
homelessness, foster care,
and trauma.”

Including a foster child
and her “for now” parents
on something as well-
known as “Sesame Street”
is a great way of promot-
ing awareness as well as
encouraging kindness and
acceptance. Currently,
Karli, Dalia, and Clem ap-
pear only in videos posted
online.

May is National Foster
Care Month. According
to www.childwelfare.gov,
“During National Foster
Care Month, we renew our
commitment to ensuring a
bright future for the more
than 440,000 children and
youths in foster care, and
we celebrate those who
make a meaningful differ-
ence in their lives.”

Megan Burns is one of
the people who make a
meaningful difference in
the lives of foster children.
Her title at Family Builders
of Catawba Valley, which
is part of Catawba County
Social Services, is foster &
adoptive parent recruiter/
trainer. She recently
released a statement
expressing “an urgent
need for foster parents,
especially those who can
accept sibling groups,
teenagers, and medically
fragile newborns.”

There are currently 348
Catawba County infants,
children, and young
people in foster care. A
good number of them do
not live in the county be-
cause there aren’t homes
for them, an especially
troubling situation. “These
kids have gone through
so much trauma. We are
adding more trauma by
sending them away from
their home community,”
said Megan. “Everything
familiar goes away” —
school, friends, church,
extended family.

It’s the only solution until
more Catawba County res-
idents open their homes
and hearts to children in
need of foster care.

Megan shared a number
of statistics, along with
some definitions. Catawba
County has 30 foster fami-
lies, 37 adoptive families,
and 27 licensed kinship
homes. Foster parents “are
willing to take children just
coming into foster care,
and their court plan is
still reunification,” Megan
explained. As to adoptive
parents, Megan stated,
“We only place children in
our adoptive homes when
their court plan is adop-
tion.” A kinship home is
one in which lives either
a relative of the child or
someone the birth family
already had a relationship
with. Megan emphasized
that these people “must
meet all the background
check requirements of fos-
ter and adoptive families.”

Since only the 30 foster
families are open to tak-
ing children new to the
system, “you can imagine
they stay full,” said Megan.
“We don’t have nearly
enough foster homes.”

At any given moment,
over 100 children must be
placed outside Catawba
County in foster homes

and group homes through
private agencies. So, in
addition to the distress a
child experiences when
he or she must leave the
county, there is the added
cost to Catawba County
when it must pay private
agencies to care for its
foster children. Megan
expressed gratitude for
the agencies’ existence be-
cause otherwise, there’d be
no homes at all for many of
the county’s children, but
she’d much rather see all
the county’s children living
in their own communities.

“There’s been such an
increase (in the num-
ber of children needing
foster care) over the last
few years,” said Megan,
who places the blame on
substance abuse and the
opioid crisis.

Let’s talk about place-
ments. One hundred
thirteen children are in
kinship homes, 114 are in
regular licensed foster/
adoptive homes, 37 are
in regular group homes/
cottages, 11 are in special-
ized/treatment settings,
20 are in therapeutic foster
care, and 18 are in the in-
dependent living program.
There are a few other cat-
egories, such as trial home
placement with a parent.

The independent liv-
ing program is for young
adults who are 18 to 20.
Megan said teens who turn
18 while in foster care can
voluntarily choose to stay
in the system until their
21st birthday. They live on
their own but continue
receiving help from social
services, such as finding
jobs, down payments on
cars, and security deposits
on apartments. To stay in
the program and receive
assistance, members of
this age group must work,
attend school, or a combi-
nation of the two.

Of the county’s licensed
families (foster, adoptive,
and kinship), 86% are Cau-
casian, 8% African-Amer-
ican, 5% biracial (African-
American/Caucasian and
Hispanic/Caucasian), and
1% Hispanic.

Of the county’s foster
children, the vast major-
ity are Caucasian followed
by 18% who are African-
American. Small percent-
ages of the children are
biracial or Hispanic, or
their race is unknown.

The ages of those in fos-
ter care range from under
1 year to 20. Infants and
toddlers account for 23%,
ages 3-5 make up the 22%
category, 25% are 6-10,
14% 11-14, 10% 15-17, and
6% are age 18 or older.

Sixty-four percent of
Catawba County’s children
in foster care are part of
sibling groups of two to
five brothers and sisters.
“If at all possible, we try
to keep them together,”
said Megan. If they can’t
be placed together, which
is sometimes the case
with large sibling groups,
regular sibling visits are
scheduled.

There is some good
news. Thirty-six adoptions
were finalized between
July 1, 2018 and May 4,
2019. And, in the past year,
the number of foster fami-
lies in the county has in-
creased by 35%, “which is
amazing,” Megan acknowl-
edged, “but it’s nowhere
near what’s needed.”

Every second Tuesday at
6 p.m., there’s an infor-
mational meeting at the
Family Services Center for
anyone thinking about
becoming a foster parent
or adopting a child. The
center is at 3050 11th Ave.
Drive SE, Hickory (behind
Catawba Valley Medical
Center).

For more information,
visit www.fostercatawba.
com or contact Megan
Burns at 828-695-4553 or
mburns@catawbacoun-
tync.gov.

Share story ideas with Mary at
marycanrobert@charter.net.
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Need for foster
parents is ‘urgent’

HICKORY

O
n May 17, an enthusiastic
crowd at Lenoir-Rhyne
University’s P.E. Monroe

Au-ditorium greeted contestants
competing in the Rotary Club of
Hickory’s 10th anniversary All
Stars Rotarian Idol fundraiser for
local educational initiatives.

This year’s event format featured
previous winners competing to
advance to a second round of
competition where the field was
narrowed to five contestants com-
peting for the All Star title.

The special commemoration of
Rotarian Idol’s 10th anniversary
featured nine past winners from
the events nine previous con-
tests. Contestants competing in
the 2019 All Star event included:
Jennifer Canterbury — First Place
2014; Caroline Collins — Second
Place 2017, Audience Favorite
2017; Joshua Costello — Third
Place 2017, Audience Favorite
2015; Carol Anne Hartman — First
Place 2010; Courtney Chay Hop-
kins — First Place 2016; Kendra
Kitler —Third Place 2018, Third
Place 2016; Sara King — First Place
2018; Savannah Spencer — Third
Place 2015; and Johnny White —
First Place 2017.

Three judges — LaKeisha Ross-
Johnson, Kurt Sigmon, and Brit-
tany Suttles — were faced with the
task of selecting five contestants
to advance to the second round of
competition and from that group
the ultimate winner. Patrons who
attended the event selected the
audience favorite.

After the first round featuring
all contestants performing, Carol
Anne Hartman, Courtney Chay
Hopkins, Sara King, Kendra Kitler

and Johnny White advanced to the
second round of performances to
compete for the All Star title. All
contestants remained eligible for
the Audience Favorite award.

Final deliberations complete; the
prize winners were announced and
presented checks by Rotary Club
of Hickory president Linda Lutz
and Rotarian Idol co-chairs Bonita
Ferretti and John Rambo. First prize
of $2,500 was awarded to Carol
Anne Hartman. Jennifer Canterbury
received a check for $500 as the win-
ner of the “Audience Favorite” vote.

The real winner again was educa-
tion. This year’s contest is expected
to raise around $70,000 bringing the
total raised for 10 years of Rotarian
Idol competitions to well over half
a million dollars. Proceeds raised
go toward scholarships for area stu-
dents, Hickory City Schools Teacher
of the Year awards, and other local
educational initiatives in Catawba
County, as well as Rotary Interna-
tional humanitarian efforts. Event
proceeds also support the Catawba

County Partnership for Children’s
Imagination Library program,
which was created by Dolly Parton
and provides children who live in
Catawba County one free book in
the mail each month until their
fifth birthday. The Rotary Club of
Hickory has contributed $162,000 to
the Imagination Library making the
purchase of 81,000 books possible.
Imagination Library currently serves
about 5,200 children per month.

The Rotary Club of Hickory was
honored to have Rotary District
7670 Governor Isaac Owolabi and
Rotary District 7670 Governor-elect,
Tiffany Ervin, speaking to the audi-
ence about how Rotary benefits
the local communities they serve
and participates in global initia-
tives such as the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation to eradicate polio
worldwide. Rotary District 7670
includes 50 clubs in western North
Carolina.

The Rotary Club of Hickory thanks
this year’s title sponsor, Lenoir-
Rhyne University and stage sponsor
Café Rule. Other major sponsors
include Exodus Works, A Sign Co.,
Mike Johnson Hickory Toyota and
media sponsors Focus Newspaper,
WHKY 1290 AM/102.3 FM and Kicks
Radio 103.3 FM.

Hal Row, local radio personality,
served as master of ceremonies.

Bob Huffman of Bob Huffman
Photography documented the event
with photos.

The Rotary Club of Hickory was
founded in 1921 by Watt Shuford.
The club has a long history of giving
back to the community through its
primary service avenue of educa-
tion. For more in-formation about
the Hickory Rotary Club, visit www.
hickoryrotary.org.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Shown (from left) are Rotarian Idol contestants Courtney Chay Hopkins, Kendra Kilter, Johnny White, Sara King, Carol Anne
Hartman, Josh Costello, Jennifer Canterbury, Savannah Spencer and Caroline Collins.

2019 Rotarian Idol winners named

Shown are Carol Anne Hartman (left)
and Jennifer Canterbury.

GRANITE FALLS YARD OFMONTH

SUBMITTED PHOTO

T
he Granite Falls Garden Club presented the May Yard of the Month award to the

home of Terry Lee on Lane Harbor Drive in Granite Falls. Lee has beautiful garden

beds containing lupines, irises, coreopsis, hosta, purple clematis, candytuft, and

hydrangea, plus eye-catching additions of driftwood, birdhouses and metal art. The award

was presented by members Debby Annas and Nora Jean Smith.


