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Morning Briefing Today in History

Today’s Highlight in History:
On April 14, 1912, the British liner RMS

Titanic collided with an iceberg in the North
Atlantic at 11:40 p.m. ship’s time and began
sinking. (The ship went under two hours and
40 minutes later with the loss of 1,514 lives.)

On this date:
In 1775, the first American society for the

abolition of slavery was formed in Philadel-
phia.

In 1865, President Abraham Lincoln was
shot and mortally wounded by John Wilkes
Booth during a performance of “Our Ameri-
can Cousin” at Ford’s Theater in Washington.

In 1902, James Cash Penney opened his
first store, The Golden Rule, in Kemmerer,
Wyo.

In 1935, the “Black Sunday” dust storm
descended upon the central Plains, turning a
sunny afternoon into total darkness.

In 1939, the John Steinbeck novel “The
Grapes of Wrath” was first published by
Viking Press.

In 1956, Ampex Corp. demonstrated the
first practical videotape recorder at the
National Association of Radio and Television
Broadcasters Convention in Chicago.

In 1960, the musical “Bye Bye Birdie”
opened on Broadway.

In 1970, President Richard Nixon nomi-
nated Harry Blackmun to the U.S. Supreme
Court.

In 1981, the first test flight of America’s first
operational space shuttle, the Columbia,
ended successfully with a landing at Ed-
wards Air Force Base in California.

In 1986, Americans got word of a U.S. air
raid on Libya (because of the time differ-
ence, it was the early morning of April 15
where the attack occurred.) French feminist
author Simone de Beauvoir died in Paris at
age 78.

In 1994, two U.S. Air Force F-15 warplanes
mistakenly shot down two U.S. Army Black
Hawk helicopters over northern Iraq, killing
26 people, including 15 Americans. Turner
Classic Movies made its cable debut; the first
film it aired was Ted Turner’s personal favor-
ite, “Gone with the Wind.”

In 2004, in a historic policy shift, President
George W. Bush endorsed Israel’s plan to
hold on to part of the West Bank in any final
peace settlement with the Palestinians; he
also ruled out Palestinian refugees returning
to Israel, bringing strong criticism from the
Palestinians.

Ten years ago: North Korea said it was re-
starting its rogue nuclear program, booting
U.N. inspectors and pulling out of disarma-
ment talks in an angry reaction to the U.N.
Security Council’s condemnation of its April
5 rocket launch.

Five years ago: Speaking for the first time
in more than two weeks, President Barack
Obama and Russian President Vladimir
Putin showed little sign of agreement dur-
ing a telephone call initiated by Putin, with
Obama urging pro-Russian forces to de-
escalate the situation in eastern Ukraine and
Putin denying that Moscow was interfering
in the region.

“Change your life today.
Don’t gamble on the future,

act now, without delay.”
Simone de Beauvoir,

French author (born 1908; died this date in 1986)

Quote of the Day

All Stars contest to feature past
Rotarian Idol winners

HICKORY— It’s going to be a night
of stars for the 10th Anniversary All
Stars Rotarian Idol. The special event
is set for Friday, May 17, at 7 p.m. at PE
Monroe Auditorium.

“We are thrilled to announce that
10 of our past winners will compete
in the Rotarian Idol All Stars contest,”
said event Co-Chairs John Rambo
and Bonita Ferretti. “These men and
women share a love of singing and
performing,” noted Rambo. “They also
share the unique title of ‘winner’. We
have five 1st place winners, two first
runners-up (one of whom was also
an ‘audience favorite’) and three third
place finalists.”

Ferretti added, “Rotarian Idol is the
Rotary Club of Hickory’s signature
fundraiser and gives our community
the ability to impact the lives of people
here and across the globe. Funds raised
go to support local educational pro-
grams such as the Imagination Library,
college scholarships and Teacher of the
Year awards, as well as humanitarian
and educational projects around the
world.”

The club will soon be announcing
some exciting news about contestants
for the May event. For now, just put
May 17 on your calendar and get ready
for a night of lively competition among
champions.

For further information, please visit:
https://rotarianidol.com or call 828-
328-1408.

Minority Women
for Change to host “Coming

Unglued” seminar
A leadership seminar for minority

women will be held on Saturday, May
4 from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.at the CVCC
Tarlton Complex located at 2550 Hwy
70 SE. The theme for this year’s semi-
nar is “Coming Unglued.” This year’s
seminar will have three guest panelist:
Dr. Sara E. Stevenson, PhD., of National
Christian Family Resources, Chief Tracy
Ledford of Maiden Police Department
and Dr. Sidney Myles, MD. Of Catawba
Valley Medical Center.

Pre-registration is required. The cost
for the seminar is $12. Full payment
is due at the time of registration. No
refunds will be made for cancellations.
The deadline to register is Monday,
April 29. There will be a basket raffle,
lunch and door prizes. The basket raf-
fle proceeds go to the Minority Women
for Change Scholarship Fund.

Make checks payable to Minority
Women for Change. Contact Sarah E.
Hunt at 828-465-8256 or 828-291-2774
to register.

Imagination Library
subscriptions funded

HICKORY — Hickory Public Library
and the Catawba County Partnership
for Children are partnering to provide
books from Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library program to children within the
City of Hickory.

Hickory Public Library will pro-
vide $12,500 to the Catawba County

Partnership for Children’s Imagination
Library program. This contribution will
fund Imagination Library subscriptions
for 500 children within the Hickory city
limits.

“Hickory Public Library is always
looking for ways to support early
literacy and early childhood educa-
tion in our community. Our support
of the Imagination Library program in
Hickory is an excellent opportunity to
help foster early literacy, instill a love
of learning, and fuel the imaginations
of our youngest citizens,” said Sarah
Greene, Hickory Public Library direc-
tor.

Imagination Library is a program that
sends one free, age-appropriate, chil-
dren’s book in the mail to each enrolled
child every month from birth to age 5.

The Catawba County Partnership for
Children, an official affiliate of Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library program,
is a local nonprofit agency focused
on “ensuring every child in Catawba
County enters kindergarten prepared
for lifelong success.” Through the state-
funded Smart Start initiative, the N.C.
Pre-Kindergarten Program, Imagina-
tion Library, and other early childhood-
related efforts, the Catawba County
Partnership for Children works to
engage local stakeholders in support-
ing young children and families.

“We currently have over 5,000 Ca-
tawba County children enrolled in our
Imagination Library program. While
the program is free for all enrolled
children, thanks to the support of the
Dollywood Foundation, our agency’s
cost is only about $2 per book, or about
$25 per year, per child,” said Kim Lyke
Holden, executive director of the Ca-
tawba County Partnership for Children.
“This generous donation from Hickory
Public Library further supports our
local Imagination Library program and
will gift one book each month for an
entire year to 500 children in Hickory.”

For more information about the Ca-
tawba County Partnership for Children
and its Imagination Library program,
visit www.catawbakids.com or call 828-
695-6505. For more information about
Hickory Public Library, visit www.
hickorync.gov/library or call 828-304-
0500.

Hickory NAACP 2019 Freedom
Fund Banquet scheduled

This year’s Freedom Fund event will
be May 18 at 3 p.m. at St. Luke’s United
Methodist Church at 52 16th Ave. NW,
Hickory, NC 28601.

The theme is “Magnificent Men.” At
that time, we will pay tribute to several
Hickory area men who sing, who are
role models in their communities and
who are concerned for the issues es-
poused by the NAACP. They will inspire
with their music.

All in attendance will be inspired
by the message of Rev. Dr. Gregory K.
Moss, Sr., keynote speaker. We encour-
age you to attend and enjoy the singing
and the speaker’s message.

Tickets are $30 and are available from
any member of the Hickory NAACP.

Call 828-238-4430 or email hicko-
rynaacp@gmail.com for additional
information.
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I
ndian artists prepare backstage for a religious procession on Ram Navami, a major Hindu festival

celebrating the birth of Hindu god Rama, in New Delhi, India, Friday. Tens of thousands of devotees

take out street processions, displaying Rama’s life story in colorful tableaux, including statues of infant

Rama in a cradle.
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