
3032E Compact Utility Tractor
32 hp , 4WD

I35/MONTH
ONLY

*Offer ends 5/2/2016. Fixed Rate of 0% for 84 months. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms
may be available. Valid only at participating US dealers. The James River 10-Year or 1,000-Hour Engine & Powertrain Warranty is a James River Equipment exclusive. See dealer
for complete details. †Manufacturer’s estimate of Power (ISO) per 97/68/EC. JRE3X100320HDR-BW

JamesRiverEquipment.com

J A M E S R I V E R E Q U I P M E N T

HOME OF THE

I0-YEARWARRANTY

1023E Sub-Compact Utility Tractor1023E Sub-Compact Utility Tractor
• 23 hp†, 4WD, 4WD

$99/MONTH*
ONLY

STATESVILLE ....................................704-872-6411
635 MOCKSVILLE HWY •M-F 8:00AM-5:00PM | S 8:00AM-12:00PM

WILKESBORO .................................. 336-973-8201
288WESTGATE DR •M-F 7:30AM-5:00PM | S 8:00AM-12:00PM

Names and Faces, Compiled by John Dayberry

A near capacity crowd at
Lenoir-Rhyne University’s
P.E. Monroe auditorium
recently greeted contes-
tants competing in the
Thursday Rotary Club of
Hickory’s seventh annual
Rotarian Idol fundraiser
for local educational ini-
tiatives.

Auditions in January
and February narrowed
the field of contestants
to 20 finalists competing
for $5,000 in total prize
money. The finalists were
Serena Cain, Cristin Cart-
wright, Courtney Chay,
James Franklin, Angela
Freeman, Tad Fulbright,
Lauren Hart, Krystal Hef-
finger, Josh Killian, Jason
Lee, Stephanie McClosky,
Donald Lewis Mills Jr.,
Tameka Morales, Summer
Rahn, Jana Sales, Kendra
Setzer, Savannah Spencer,
Emily Stober, Lauren Was-
mund and Johnny White.

Three judges — John
Coffey, LaKeisha Ross and
Nathan Hefner — were
faced with the difficult
task of selecting three
prize winners from the 20
contestants who per-
formed. While the judges
deliberated, the crowd
was entertained by local
singer, songwriter and
musician Ulysses Long,
who was among the 48
finalists in the seventh
season of NBC’s hit show,
“America’s Got Talent.”

When the deliberations
were completed, the prize
winners were announced
and presented checks by

Thursday Rotary Club of
Hickory president Mark
Seaman and Rotarian Idol
chair Sandi Fotheringham.

First prize of $2,500
was awarded to Courtney
Chay. The second-place
check for $1,500 went to
Lauren Wasmund and the
third-place prize of $500
was presented to Kendra
Setzer. Emily Stober also
received a check for $500
as the winner of the “Audi-
ence Favorite” vote.

In six previous Rotar-
ian Idol competitions,
the Thursday Rotary Club
of Hickory has raised
and distributed almost

$400,000 for local edu-
cational initiatives and
Rotary International
humanitarian efforts.
This year’s fundraiser is
expected to raise an ad-
ditional $70,000, bringing
the seven-year total close
to half-a-million dollars.

Proceeds go toward
scholarships for area
students, Hickory City
Schools Teacher of the
Year awards and other
local educational initia-
tives in Catawba County,
as well as other Rotary
International humanitar-
ian efforts.

Event proceeds also
support the Catawba
County Partnership for
Children’s Imagination
Library program, which
was created by Dolly
Parton and provides chil-
dren who live in Catawba
County one free book
in the mail each month

until their fifth birthday.
Thursday Rotary Club of
Hickory has contributed
$112,000 to the Imagina-
tion Library, making the
purchase of 56,000 books
possible.

Thursday Rotary Club
of Hickory thanks this
year’s title sponsor,
Lenoir-Rhyne University.
Other major sponsors
included Adventive (A-1
Printing), Café Rule (stage
sponsor), Catawba Valley
Medical Center, FOCUS
Newspaper, Graystone
Eye, Hickory Daily Record,
KICKS 103.3 FM, Spec-
trum Reach (Charter),
WBTV in Charlotte and
WHKY-TV in Hickory.

Hal Row, local radio per-
sonality, served as master
of ceremonies.

Rose Mary Cheek of
Rose Mary Cheek Photog-
raphy documented the
event with photos.
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Rotarian Idol winners crowned in fundraiser
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Contestants in the 2016 Rotarian Idol competition at Lenoir-Rhyne University.

Stober WasmundChay Setzer

Catawba Valley Com-
munity College students
Levaughn Elder and
Andrew Honeycutt were
recently named Students
of the Semester.

Up to eight students are
nominated for this award
during each academic
year. Students are recog-
nized for their academic
achievements, school
leadership and communi-
ty involvement. They also
receive gift certificates to
be used in the CVCC caf-
eteria and campus store.

Elder is enrolled in the
computer information
technology associate
degree program and plans
to graduate next spring. A
resident of Taylorsville, she
worked for the Alexander
County School System as
a child nutrition manager,
child nutrition assistant,
bus driver and before- and
after-school care. She
also worked for Catawba
County Schools as a child
nutrition manager.

A member of the
Computer Information
Systems Security Club, she
serves as president. She
is also a member of Phi
Theta Kappa International
Honor Society and has

been named to the high
honors list.

Previously, Elder was a
member of the Alexander
County Rescue Squad as
an EMT and the Alexan-
der County Rescue Squad
Auxiliary. She and her hus-
band live in Taylorsville
and have three children
and three grandchildren.

A resident of Conover,
Honeycutt graduated from
St. Stephens High School.
He is enrolled in the as-
sociate degree nursing
program and plans on
graduating this May. He
has been named to the

CVCC honors list and is
co-chairing CVCC’s first
Mini-Relay for Life Event
held in conjunction with
Spring Fling.

Honeycutt earned a
bachelor’s degree in
environmental science
at Montreat College. He
has served in the North
Carolina National Guard
for the past four years
and received the Army
Achievement Medal. He
works at Frye Regional
Medical Center as an
emergency room techni-
cian. He and his wife have
two children.

Seniors
enjoy

monthly
lunches

Comaraderie, music
and lunch are things
the residents at Wexford
House, a DePaul Senior
Living Community in
Denver, look forward to
on the third Thursday of
each month.

Monthly lunches
hosted by area churches
have become a regu-
lar outing for Wexford
House seniors.

On Feb. 18, a Winter
Luncheon for Lincoln
County area seniors was
hosted by Denver United
Methodist Church.

In addition to a free
lunch, Wexford House
residents enjoyed social-
izing with other area
seniors, and entertain-
ment from the High
Point Presbyterian
Home Band.

“Our community
is so blessed to have
churches that take turns
hosting senior lun-
cheons, which are open
to the community,” said
activities director Leslie
Spinner. “It’s nice oppor-
tunity for the residents
to see old friends that
they may have lost
touch with.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Wexford House personal
care assistant Ginny Brown
with residents Rick Taylor
and Glenda McFalls.

College names
Students of Semester

Levaughn Elder Andrew Honeycutt

Foundation names grant recipients
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From left, are Superintendent Steve Stone, Erika Greer, Melissa
Jaroszewski, Jonathan Beal, Carla Ingram and Thomas Perry.

The Education
Foundation Inc. of
Caldwell County has
awarded nearly $26,000
in grants this school year
through the Community
Education Grants.

Five teachers were
recipients of these grant
funds announced recently
at the March Foundation
meeting.

Projects that made the

See GRANTS, Page 10A


