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Morning Briefing Today in History

Today’s Highlight in History:
On April 13, 1970, Apollo 13, four-fifths of the

way to the moon, was crippled when a tank
containing liquid oxygen burst. (The astronauts
managed to return safely.)

On this date:
In 1613, Pocahontas, daughter of Chief Pow-

hatan, was captured by English Capt. Samuel
Argall in the Virginia Colony. (During a yearlong
captivity, Pocahontas converted to Christianity
and ultimately opted to stay with the English.)

In 1742, Handel’s “Messiah” had its first pub-
lic performance in Dublin, Ireland.

In 1743, the third president of the United
States, Thomas Jefferson, was born in Shadwell
in the Virginia Colony.

In 1861, at the start of the Civil War, Fort Sum-
ter in South Carolina fell to Confederate forces.

In 1912, the Royal Flying Corps, a predecessor
of Britain’s Royal Air Force, was created.

In 1943, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
dedicated the Jefferson Memorial in Washing-
ton D.C., on the 200th anniversary of the third
American president’s birth.

In 1958, Van Cliburn of the United States won
the first International Tchaikovsky Competition
for piano in Moscow; Russian Valery Klimov
won the violin competition.

In 1964, Sidney Poitier became the first black
performer in a leading role to win an Academy
Award for his performance in “Lilies of the
Field.”

In 1965, 16-year-old Lawrence Wallace Brad-
ford, Jr. was appointed by New York Republican
Jacob Javits to be the first black page of the U.S.
Senate.

In 1975, the President of Chad, Francois Tom-
balbaye, was killed in a military coup.

In 1986, Pope John Paul II visited the Great
Synagogue of Rome in the first recorded papal
visit of its kind to a Jewish house of worship.

In 1992, the Great Chicago Flood took place
as the city’s century-old tunnel system and
adjacent basements filled with water from the
Chicago River.

Ten years ago: Confessed al-Qaida conspira-
tor Zacarias Moussaoui expressed no remorse
for his role in the 9/11 attacks as he took the
stand for the second time in his death-penalty
trial in Alexandria, Virginia. British author
Dame Muriel Spark died in Florence, Italy, at
age 88.

Five years ago: Ousted Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak and his two sons were detained
for investigation of corruption, abuse of power
and killings of protesters.

“In the landscape of
extinction, precision is next

to godliness.”
Samuel Beckett

Irish poet and playwright (1906-89)

Quote of the Day

Catawba Valley
Woodcarvers to meet

HICKORY — The Catawba Valley
Woodcarvers Club will have their
monthly meeting Thursday, April 14,
at the Klingspor Woodworking Shop,
856 Twenty-first Street Drive, SE.
Meetings start at 7 p.m. and last until
9 p.m.

The meeting is open to anyone 14
and older who is interested in wood-
carving. Dues to join the club are $24
for the year, prorated by the month
you join. The club meets each month
at the Klingspor store to hear speakers
and see demonstrations of woodcarv-
ing techniques, and compete in club
projects.

The program for the April meeting
will be carving a caricature blue jay
song bird. Member Marshall Shook
will be leading the demonstration and
class. Members and quests will need
only a carving knife and a pencil to do
this project.

Members are urged to bring back
past monthly projects as they finish
them. There will be a show-and-tell
segment.

For more information about the
club, visit http://catawbavalleywood-
carversclub.webs.com/

Group would help people
with post-polio syndrome

HICKORY — The Hickory Rotary
Club is exploring the possibility of
helping form a post-polio syndrome
support group in the Hickory area.

The goal of such a group is to em-
power its members with the tools nec-
essary to make adjustments needed to
continue a life of dignity and inde-
pendence. Many post-polio syndrome
support groups exist in the United
States, and the Hickory Rotary Club
would like to see if there is a need for
this in the Hickory community.

Rotary International with partners
all over the world has reduced polio
cases worldwide by 99.9 percent since
their first project to vaccinate children
in the Philippines in 1979. Rotarians
have helped immunize more than
2.5 billion children against polio in
122 countries. The Rotary Polio Plus
eradication program has been very ef-
fective, and thanks to widespread use
of the vaccine, the United States has
been polio-free since 1979 according
to the Center for Disease Control.

Post-polio syndrome (PPS) is a
condition that affects polio survivors
years after recovery from an initial
acute attack of the poliomyelitis
virus. Post-polio syndrome is mainly

characterized by new weakening in
muscles that were previously affected
by the polio infection and in muscles
that seemingly were unaffected. Post-
polio syndrome is rarely life-threaten-
ing. However, untreated respiratory
muscle weakness can result in under-
ventilation, and weakness in swallow-
ing muscles can result in aspiration
pneumonia.

The severity of residual weakness
and disability after acute poliomyelitis
tends to predict the development of
post-polio syndrome. Patients who
had minimal symptoms from the
original illness will most likely experi-
ence only mild post-polio syndrome
symptoms. People originally hit hard
by the polio virus and who attained a
greater recovery may develop a more
severe case of post-polio syndrome
with a greater loss of muscle function
and more severe fatigue.

According to estimates by the
National Center for Health Statistics,
more than 440,000 polio survivors in
the United States may be at risk for
post-polio syndrome. Researchers are
unable to establish a firm prevalence
rate, but they estimate that the condi-
tion affects 25 percent to 50 percent of
these survivors, or possibly as many
as 60 percent, depending on how the
disorder is defined and which study is
quoted.

If you are a polio survivor with post-
polio syndrome or know someone
who is, contact the Rev. Susan Smith
Walker, Hickory Rotary Club Polio Plus
chair, at 828-962-8196 or revsusan
walker@gmail.com.

Experts to discuss
fly fishing at meeting

HICKORY — The Hickory Trout
Unlimited chapter will meet at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, April 19, at the Elks Lodge,
356 Main Ave., downtown Hickory.

Members of the USA Fly Fishing
team will present a seminar on the lat-
est tactics, techniques, and flies used
around the world in competitive fly
fishing competition.

Scott Enloe, current member of the
USA’s Men’s Fly Fishing team and cap-
tain of the North Carolina Fly Fishing
team, will present the seminar along
with his son Hunter Enloe, the reign-
ing youth world fly fishing champion
and member of the USA Youth Fly
Fishing team.

They will share their experiences
and what they have learned partici-
pating at this level of fly fishing.

Scott Enloe is owner of Rivers Edge
Outfitters in Cherokee and Spruce
Pine.
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A
museum visitor (left) walks past a photograph of Ernest Hemingway in the exhibit: “Ernest

Hemingway: Between Two Wars” at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum in Boston

on Tuesday. Original drafts of Ernest Hemingway works along with personal items are on display for

the first time at the museum.
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