
At a recent meeting
of the Thursday Ro-
tary Club of Hickory, the
outgoing club president,
Mark Seaman, passed
the gavel to the incom-
ing club president, John
Rambo, who was in-
stalled by District 7670
Assistant Gov. Jason
Herman.

Also installed were
president-elect, Mark
Teague; treasurer, Brian
Setzler; and secretary,
Leslie Ferrell-Middleton.

The new officers will
serve with the club’s
board of directors: Bruce

Bumbarger, Jennifer
Clark, Andy Cote, Dana
Killian, Gerry Knox, Rob-

ert Locke, Linda Lutz,
Cliff Moone and John
Ross.

Seaman will continue
serving the board in the
past president’s role.
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Names and Faces, Compiled by John Dayberry

Rotary club installs new officers
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Shown (from left) are Dana Killian, Susan Smith Walker, Andy Cote, Robert Locke, Linda Lutz,
John Rambo, Leslie Middleton, Gerry Knox, District Gov. Gary Dills, Mark Seaman, Brian Setzler,
Mark Teague, Cliff Moone, Bruce Bumbarger.

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED
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T
wo Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute students have received

“People Helping People” scholarships from the NC State Employees Credit Union

Foundation. The two-year scholarships are valued at up to $5,000 each. The

scholarship recipients are Melissa Pearce of Hudson and Ashley Haas of Granite Falls. Shown

in front, from left, are Richie Patrick, vice president of the NCSECU Granite Falls branch;

scholarship recipient Pearce; scholarship recipient Haas; and CCC&TI financial aid director

Julie Ahouse. In back are CCC&TI enrollment management director and NCSECU Advisory

Board member Dennis Seagle Jr.; human resources administrative assistant and NCSECU

Advisory Board member Robin Ledford; and Mark Poarch, CCC&TI president.

Hickory Community Theatre names Kay Award winners
The Hickory Commu-

nity Theatre presented 15
trophies representing 12
awards categories at its
annual Kay Awards and
volunteer celebration on
Aug. 20.

The honors for Outstand-
ing Actress and Outstand-
ing Actor in a Leading Role
went to Shannon Under-
wood and Christopher
Honsaker, respectively.
Underwood was chosen by
patrons for her portrayal
of Elle Woods in “Legally
Blonde” and Honsaker for
his fine work as Anthony in
“Outside Mullingar.” Un-
derwood is now working at
Disney World in Orlando,
Fla., but was in attendance
via FaceTime to accept her
award and give her thanks.

Dorothy Collier Best and
Anthony Chambers were
emcees for the evening,
performing in their roles
from “Young Franken-
stein,” Frau Blucher and
Igor. They had to do
double duty as presenters
and recipients when they
were both recognized as
Outstanding Actor and
Outstanding Actress in a

Supporting Role, for play-
ing these same characters.
Best was also awarded
Outstanding Actress in a
Character Role for playing
Eulalie MacKecknie Shinn
in “The Music Man.”

“The Music Man”
brought recognition to two
other actors. Steve Austin,
who played Marcellus
Washburn, was awarded
Outstanding Actor in a

Character Role, and Fred-
erick Schuttenberg, who
played the Conductor and
Constable Locke, received
the award for Outstand-
ing Newcomer Actor. This
was Austin’s fourth time
receiving the Character
Actor award in the past
five years. He’s previously
been recognized for play-
ing Patsy in “Spamalot,”
Mr. Tinsworthy in “9 to 5,”

and Max Detweller in “The
Sound of Music.”

Nikkita Gibson received
the Outstanding Newcom-
er Actress Award for the
role of Marie in “Incorrupt-
ible. The Outstanding En-
semble Award went to the
cast of “Outside Mullingar,”
Elizabeth Bokhoven, Con-
nie Bools, Bill Boyd and
Christopher Honsaker.

The Kay Awards also

celebrate volunteers who
do their work offstage.
Joshua “Dozer” Presnell
was named Technical
Volunteer of the Year for
his work in set construc-
tion, painting and behind
the scenes, where he put
in more than 400 hours
last season. Presnell’s
service dog, Fred, received
a trophy of his own. Kent
Kerley, retiring board presi-

dent, was presented with
the Charles E. Jeffers Award
for Outstanding Service
to the Theatre in recogni-
tion of his tireless work
on making the annual
Vacation Extravaganza
a success. The honor of
Volunteer of the Year went
to Wendy Hodges Walker,
who has been a volunteer
since 2012. Walker worked
backstage on virtually ev-
ery show last season, while
also serving in the box of-
fice, the front of house and
on the theater guild.

As she presented the
award to Walker, Chris-
tine Stinson, the theater’s
administrative director
and volunteer coordinator,
pointed out that Hickory
Community Theatre had
387 volunteers in service
last season, the most per
capita of any community
theater in the state.

Hickory Community
Theatre kicks off its 68th
season with “The Wiz,”
opening Sept. 2 and run-
ning through Sept. 18. For
information and tickets
call 828-328-2283 or visit
hickorytheatre.org.
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Shown in the back row are Elizabeth Bokhoven, Christopher Honsaker, Frederick Schuttenberg, Kent Kerley, Steve Austin,
Anthony Chambers, Joshua “Dozer” Presnell. In front are Susan Underwood (standing in for daughter Shannon,) Nikkita Gibson,
Dorothy Collier Best, Wendy Hodges Walker, Bill Boyd and Fred.

College announces new appointments to board of trustees
Catawba Valley Community

College’s board of trustees
recently inducted Sherry Butler
and Dwayne Welch as new
appointments to the board
at a formal ceremony. Jessica
Carson, president of the CVCC
Student Government Associa-
tion, was sworn in and Robert
Mullinax, Sr. was reappointed
to a four-year term.

North Carolina Adminis-
trative Code authorizes the
governor, the local county
commissioners and the school
board to appoint trustees to
their respective community
college board.

North Carolina General
Statutes allow Carson to serve
on the board as a non-voting
member to bring the voice of

the students.
The oath was administered

by Judge Robert A. Mullinax Jr.
Butler was appointed by the

Catawba County Commis-
sioners for a four-year term.
A leader in business, cultural
arts, education and govern-
ment, Butler serves as ex-
ecutive director of The Green
Room Community Theatre in
Newton. She was elected to
the Catawba County Board of
Commissioners and serves on
the Catawba County Board of
Social Services.

Welch was appointed by N.C.
Gov. Pat McCrory for a four-
year term. Welch is managing
director of Welch Diversified,
LLC. He formerly worked for
HSM Solutions for 24 years

and last served as execu-
tive vice president and chief

sales and marketing officer.
He serves on the United Way

of Catawba County board of
directors and is a past board
member of the Catawba
County Chamber of Commerce
and National Association of
Manufacturers.

Reappointed to a four-year
term by the Catawba County
Schools board, Mullinax is a
Newton attorney practicing
since 1977. A former District
Court judge, he was elected to
the Newton City Council and
as mayor of Newton for two
terms.

Carson is enrolled in the
Associate in Arts program and
plans to graduate in 2017. A
2005 graduate of Hickory High,
Carson and her husband Saied
have one daughter and live in
Hickory.

Winning motorcycle
highlight of great summer

Julie Waltman of Marion, a senior at Appalachian
State University, has had a memorable summer.
Waltman recently won a new Yamaha R3 motorcycle,
which was presented to her at Yamaha-Kawasaki-
Suzuki of Hickory. She was the winner out of some
130,000 entries from across the country.

“I grew up mainly in upstate New York, and moved
to North Carolina right before I started college,”
Waltman said. “My hobbies are baking, hiking, and
hanging out with my friends. Once I graduate, I want
to get my MBA and eventually own a bakery. This will
be my first bike, but I have been riding on the back of
my dad’s motorcycles since I was little. I have always
loved riding, and sports bikes are my favorite. The
biggest issue for me is that I’m so short I don’t fit on a
lot of the sports bikes.”

Waltman’s dad and uncle were going to Daytona
Beach Bike Week this year, and since it fell during
spring break, she decided to tag along.

“When my dad and I were walking through the
Yamaha tent after a test ride, we saw the sweepstakes
for the Yamaha R3,” Waltman said. “I mentioned how
much I like that bike. My dad told me I should enter
for it, and I was a little reluctant. I mean, I’ve never
won anything in my life, even the scratch-off tickets
where you get $5. He was like ‘just do it, it won’t even
take 30 seconds to put in your name and email.’

“Eventually, I went over and entered. Skip forward a
couple months, and I was studying abroad in France
for a month at the beginning of the summer. I got an
email from Yamaha saying that they had been trying
to call me, and I wasn’t answering (my phone didn’t
work in France). I thought it was a scam, but I for-
warded it to my dad, asking if he thought it was real.
He proceeded to do some research, called Yamaha,
and then Skyped me to say that it was actually legit.
Definitely the most memorable summer ever!”
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Julie Waltman is shown with her new motorcycle.
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Shown, from left, are Sherry Butler, Dwayne Welch, Robert Mullinax Sr.,
District Court Judge Robert Mullinax Jr., CVCC President Garrett D. Hinshaw
and Student Government Association 2016-17 President Jessica Carson.


