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D
avid Elder, a man best known
in this city as the coach of
Hickory High’s 1996 state
title team, is a member of
four hall of fames.

He’s been inducted into the
Lenoir-Rhyne, Catawba County, Al-
exander County and most recently
the North Carolina High School
Athletic Association sports halls
of fame for his achievements as a
player and a coach.

After graduating from Lenoir-
Rhyne University in 1967 and
coaching at West Lincoln, South
Stanley, Lenoir and West Caldwell
high schools, he joined Hickory
High School as an assistant foot-
ball coach in 1979. Elder took over
as head football coach in 1994. In
1996, the team posted a 16–0 re-
cord, including the 3A state cham-
pionship.

Elder is retired but still active.

He’s a member of Bethany Lutheran
Church, the Long View Town Coun-
cil and Long View’s planning board.
He’s also an avid golf player and
grandfather to seven grandchildren.

What motivated you to become a
coach and teacher?

When I was in high school, I ad-

mired my coaches and teachers,
and I felt like I wanted to be one of
them. I really enjoyed watching kids
get involved and enjoy sports and
learn what values they could get out
of sports. I am an example of how

NOTABLE NEIGHBOR

DAVID ELDER
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David Elder is receiving his fourth Hall of Fame recognition in April from the North Carolina High School Athletic Association.
Here, Elder stands by two of his greatest awards from the Associated Press for coach of the year at Hickory High School.

ROBERT C. REED/HICKORY DAILY RECORD

Retired coach David Elder discusses his past career as an educator and coach along
with his new endeavor of politics as a town alderman of Long View.

See ELDER, Page 8A

4 HALL OF FAMES AND
1 FOREVER STATE TITLE

Secret Service agent:
Beware of skimmers at gas
pumps, cameras at ATMs

ROBERT C. REED/HICKORY DAILY RECORD

Secret Service Special Agent Matt Hayes discusses his
program on ATM skimming with Hickory Rotary member Bruce
Bumbarger prior to his presentation.

Special Agent Matt Hayes describes the equipment needed
to skim ATM cards at gas pumps and cash machines as he
addresses the Hickory Rotary Club.

BY MAX SENG
mseng@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY — Before a capacity
crowd at the Hickory Rotary Club
Thursday, U.S. Secret Service
Special Agent Matt Hayes peeled
back the curtain on financial
fraud, and how criminals are us-
ing ATMs and gas pumps to steal
your data and spend your money.

The process is called “skim-
ming,” in reference to a small
device called a “skimmer” placed
on a legitimate card reader of
an ATM terminal or hand-held
credit card scanner to record
your credit card number upon
swiping, according to itentity-
theftaid.org.

Criminals may also install a

small camera to record ATM us-
ers inputting their PIN number.
Hayes, stationed in Charlotte,
said during his presentation
criminals may install the device
and camera in an ATM early in
the morning and remove the
tools hours later.

“Counterfeit checks used to
be a huge issue, at least in North
Carolina, up until a few years
ago,” Hayes said in an inter-
view before the presentation.
“But now with the ease of which
criminals can purchase and steal
financial payment card informa-
tion, it’s just as easy, if not much
easier to use a cloned payment
card to buy something at a retail

See BEWARE, Page 8A



store of value.”
In the past four years,

the number of ATM skim-
ming incidents reported
has grown by 10 percent
each year, according to the
Identity Theft Aid website.

Hayes also stressed that
older gas pumps are a risk
to have “skimmers” in-
stalled as well, because
the devices can be placed
inside the door of a gas
pump quickly.

Once information is
obtained digitally, Hayes

said criminals can use that
data to create cloned pay-
ment cards using over-the-
counter items that can all
be bought at online retail-
ers.

If your information is
stolen and payment card
is used to purchase some-
thing, Hayes said the first
step is calling your bank to
report it.

“The sooner you call, the
better chance you have of
getting your money back,”
Hayes said.

A Secret Service agent
since 1999, Hayes has
served in the New York City
division of the organiza-
tion, while also logging

time in President Bill Clin-
ton’s security detail.

Hayes was assigned to
North Carolina in 2008,
where he has concentrated
his efforts on intellectual
property violations, pay-
ment card fraud, check
fraud, counterfeit cur-
rency, identity theft fraud,

auto loan fraud, and credit
account fraud, according
to a Hickory Rotary Club
press release.

The original intention of
the Secret Service was to
combat counterfeit cur-
rency, Hayes said. At the
agency’s inception in 1865,
it was estimated one-third

of the country’s currency
was counterfeit, according
to secretservice.gov.

In 1901, following the
assassination of President
William McKinley in Buffa-
lo, N.Y., the Secret Service
was tasked with protecting
the President of the United

States, in addition to the
Vice President and other
designated personnel.

Hayes said when a Presi-
dent or Vice President vis-
its the Charlotte area, “I
have to take the investiga-
tor hat off and put the pro-
tection agent hat on.”

Beware
From Page 1A

sports can influence your
education — without foot-
ball, I never would have
been able to go to college.
That paved the way for ev-
erything, it seemed like it
was just laid out there for
me and all I had to do was
show up.

How did you use coaching
as a teaching tool?

There are so many life
lessons that can be learned
from sports, like respon-
sibility, time management
and respect just to name
a few. My biggest hope is
that my players were able

to take those lessons with
them. I have looked for-
ward to seeing my players
grow up to be successful
adults. From time to time, I
will see a former player and
I love hearing them tell me
about their lives now.

What prompted you to
coach at Hickory High
School for 23 years?

Family — my kids were
going to Hickory High at
that time and I decided to
stay through that. Then all
of a sudden, I started hav-
ing success at coaching
girls basketball and even-
tually football, and that
was the magnet that kept
me here. One thing led to
another and I just never

wanted to leave Hickory
High. It felt like home.”

What is one of the greatest
challenges you overcame?

I didn’t get a football job
at Hickory — that was a
real challenge and disap-
pointment that put me at
a crossroads in my career. I
just wanted to leave, I was
so disappointed. Then, I
had a little spiritual inter-
vention and I decided to
stay at Hickory High. I got
through it, and I’m glad
the lord blessed me with
the right decision. I haven’t
had any regrets since that
time.

What is the best advice
you have received?

When I was coming out

of high school, there were
some bigger schools that
were interested in me as a
football player, like UNC,
Virginia Tech and South
Carolina. I had a coach
in high school that went
to Lenoir-Rhyne and we
talked about what I could
do, and the advice he gave
me was, “You can either be
a big fish in a little pond,
or a small fish in a big
pond.” So, I could have ei-
ther went to Lenoir-Rhyne
and been a starter, or go
to a bigger school and sit
on the bench. That advice
stuck with me and helped
me make the decision to
go to Lenoir-Rhyne, and it
turned out well for me.

Elder
From Page 1A
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Retired coach David Elder cleans his golf clubs as he prepares
for another golf outing.

How to protect yourself at a gas pump
» Make sure there is state inspection tape on the point
of sale terminal door
» Check your bank account balance daily on your
smartphone
» If you suspect your information was stolen, dispute
the transaction with your bank. Also give the bank
details about where you were and what you were doing
at the time you suspect the information was stolen.

How to protect yourself at an ATM:
» Pull on the card slot reader. Card readers are often
loose after a skimmer is installed.
» Cover keypad with your hand
» Check bank account balance daily on your smart-
phone
» If identity theft is found, notify your bank and law
enforcement
» Dispute the transaction with your bank, giving a time-
frame for when your data was exposed.

Lawyers accused
of ethical lapses in
Sandusky investigation

The Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. — The
agency that investigates
and prosecutes wrong-
doing by Pennsylvania
lawyers wants the state
Supreme Court to punish
Penn State’s former general
counsel and a prosecutor
who helped convict Jerry
Sandusky of child moles-
tation related to their in-
volvement with the 2012
grand jury investigation.

The state Office of Disci-
plinary Counsel has lodged
petitions for discipline
against Cynthia Baldwin,
a former state Supreme
Court justice who was
the university’s general
counsel when the scandal
broke, and Frank Fina, who
helped direct the investiga-
tion and lead the prosecu-
tion of Sandusky by the at-
torney general’s office.

The allegations against
the two recently became
public. Baldwin has a hear-
ing scheduled for May.

Fina is accused of turn-
ing Baldwin “into a witness
for the prosecution” when
Baldwin testified in secret
in October 2012 about
three former high-ranking
university administrators
who fielded complaints
about Sandusky abusing
children — president Gra-
ham Spanier, vice presi-
dent Gary Schultz and ath-
letic director Tim Curley.

Disciplinary Counsel
Amelia C. Kittredge wrote
in the 41-page petition for
discipline filed in Janu-
ary that Fina’s question-
ing “went far beyond, and
impermissibly beyond,
the topics (he) told Judge
(Barry) Feudale he would
cover.”

Days after Baldwin’s tes-
timony, prosecutors add-
ed conspiracy to commit
perjury and conspiracy
to commit obstruction
charges against Curley and
Schultz and for the first
time charged Spanier, ac-
cusing him of the same
offenses. Superior Court
in January 2016 threw out
charges against all three
men that related to false
statements to the grand
jury, saying Fina had mis-
led the judge and calling
his questioning of Baldwin
“highly improper.”

Fina’s lawyers call the
claims against their client

“unprecedented and dis-
turbing,” and said sealed
records from the criminal
case “fully exonerate” him.
Fina, now a lawyer in pri-
vate practice, denies vio-
lating any rule of conduct
and wants the petition dis-
missed.

Curley and Schultz
pleaded guilty to misde-
meanor child endanger-
ment on the eve of trial in
March 2017 and testified
against Spanier. Spanier
was convicted of the same
offense and has an appeal
pending in Superior Court.
Lawyers for all three men
declined to comment on
the lawyer discipline al-
legations against Fina and
Baldwin.

Superior Court, in throw-
ing out charges, said it was
improper that Baldwin, a
former trial judge and one-
time chair of the Penn State
board, testified about her
conversations with Curley,
Schultz and Spanier.

Sandusky, Penn State’s
former assistant football
coach, was convicted in
2012 of sexually abusing 10
boys and is serving a 30- to
60-year prison sentence.
Al Lindsay, Sandusky’s ap-
pellate defense attorney
said the disciplinary board
cases will not directly affect
Sandusky’s effort to get a
new trial, but Lindsay be-
lieves the grand jury inves-
tigation was badly flawed
and welcomes any effort to
review how it unfolded.
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Frank Fina speaks with
reporters in Harrisburg, Pa.
The agency that investigates
and prosecutes wrongdoing
by Pennsylvania lawyers
wants the state Supreme
Court to punish Penn State’s
former general counsel and
a prosecutor who helped
convict Jerry Sandusky of
child molestation related to
their involvement with the
2012 grand jury investigation.

Trump is staffing — or casting — from Fox
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
favorite TV network is
increasingly serving as a
West Wing casting call, as
the president reshapes his
administration with cam-
era-ready personalities.

Trump’s new national
security adviser, John
Bolton, is a former U.N.
ambassador, a White
House veteran — and per-
haps most importantly a
Fox News channel talking
head. Bolton’s appoint-
ment, rushed out late
Thursday, follows Trump’s
recent attempt to recruit
Fox guest Joseph diGeno-
va for his legal team.

Bolton went on Fox to
discuss his selection and
said it had happened so
quickly that “I think I’m
still a Fox News contribu-
tor.”

Another recent TV-land
addition to the Trump
White House is veteran
CNBC contributor Larry
Kudlow as top economic
adviser. Other Fox faces on
Trump’s team: rising State
Department star Heather
Nauert, a former Fox News
anchor; communications
adviser Mercedes Schlapp
and Treasury Department
spokesman Tony Sayegh.
The latter two are both
former Fox commenta-
tors.

“He’s looking for people
who are ready to be part
of that television White
House,” said Kendall
Phillips, a communica-
tion and rhetorical stud-
ies professor at Syracuse
University. “This is the Fox
television presidency all
the way up and down.”

DiGenova, who has ac-
cused FBI officials of try-
ing to “frame” Trump for
nonexistent crimes, will
not be joining the legal
team because of “con-
flicts,” said Trump counsel
Jay Sekulow on Sunday.
Sekulow, however, said
diGenova and his wife, at-
torney Victoria Toensing,
also a frequent commen-
tator on Fox, would not
be prevented from help-
ing Trump “in other legal
matters.”

Trump’s affinity for Fox
News is by now well-docu-
mented. He has bestowed
more interviews on the
network than any other
news outlet and is an avid
viewer. People close to the
president say he thinks

Fox provides the best cov-
erage of his untraditional
presidency. It also pro-
vides him a window into
conservative thinking,
with commentary from
Republican lawmakers
and right-wing thinkers —
many of who are speaking
directly to the audience in
the Oval Office.

On-air personalities
Sean Hannity and Laura
Ingraham are favorites of
the president, who also
speaks to them privately.
This past week Trump pro-
moted Hannity on Twitter,
saying: “@seanhannity
on @foxandfriends now!
Great! 8:18 A.M.”

The president’s early-
morning tweets often ap-
pear to be reaction to Fox
programming. On Friday,
for example, Trump tweet-
ed he was “considering” a
veto of a massive spend-
ing bill needed to keep
the government open not
long after it was assailed
on “Fox and Friends” as a
“swamp budget.”

The critic in question
was contributor Pete
Hegseth, a favorite of the
president who has been
rumored to be a possible
replacement for embat-
tled Veterans Affairs Sec-
retary David Shulkin.

Fox News came in for
criticism this past week
from CNN chief Jeff Zuck-
er, who on Thursday at-
tacked the rival network
by saying it has become a
propaganda machine that
is “doing an incredible dis-
service to the country.”

Zucker spoke at the Fi-
nancial Times Future of
News conference two days
after a former Fox mili-
tary analyst quit, claim-
ing he was ashamed at
the way the network’s
opinion hosts were back-
ing Trump. Zucker said
that analyst, Ralph Peters,
voiced what a lot of people
have been thinking about
Fox in the post-Roger Ailes
era.

Still, in Trump’s Wash-
ington, lawmakers and
influence-seekers know
that the best way to get in
Trump’s ear is often to get
on Fox. Legislators rou-
tinely seek to get airtime
when they are trying to
push legislation or policy
ideas, said congressional
aides who sought ano-
nymity because they were
not authorized to discuss
private thinking.

“A year ago, everyone
was trying to figure out
how to get into the build-
ing; now everyone is try-
ing to figure out how to get
on TV,” said Republican
consultant Alex Conant.

This past week, for ex-
ample, conservative law-
makers unhappy with
the spending bill moving
through Congress took
to Fox. “This may be the
worst bill I have seen in
my time in Congress,” said
Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, on
Wednesday.

And when the school
shooting in Parkland,
Florida, prompted a na-
tional conversation on
gun laws, Fox contributor

Geraldo Rivera used his
platform to urge the presi-
dent to support raising the
age requirement to buy
assault-type weapons.

“You’ve gotta let me
give my pitch,” he said on
“Fox and Friends” several
weeks ago, noting that he
would see Trump that
night. “Here in Florida
and most states a kid can-
not buy a beer ... and yet
he could buy an AR-15 le-
gally.”

The hosts quickly
pushed back. “Tell him to
let the teachers carry con-
cealed,” said one.

While the coverage var-
ies by show, “Fox and
Friends” tends to be
Trump-friendly, with the
chipper morning show
spotlighting his achieve-
ments and bashing the
“mainstream media.” On
Friday, they featured a
teen from the Florida high
school where the shoot-
ing occurred who opposes
gun control efforts, as well
as a young conservative
activist who interviewed
Trump at a White House
event the day before.

Also appearing Friday
was White House coun-
selor Kellyanne Conway
— herself a constant pres-
ence on cable news —
who pushed back at the
idea Trump was focused
on hiring TV personalities.

“The irony is not lost on
me that you have a lot of
quote ‘TV stars’ calling
Larry Kudlow and John
Bolton ‘TV stars,’” Conway
said.
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In this Aug. 9, 2017, file photo, State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert speaks
during a briefing at the State Department in Washington. President Donald Trump’s
favorite TV network is increasingly serving as a West Wing casting couch, as he remakes his
administration with camera-ready personalities. Another faces on Trump’s team: Nauert, a
former Fox News anchor.


