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Names and Faces, compiled by John Dayberry

Retiring museum director honored
At the Thursday meeting

of the Hickory Rotary Club,
Hickory Mayor and Rotar-
ian Rudy Wright proclaimed
March 9, 2017 as Lisë
Swensson Day in the City of
Hickory.

Swensson was also
recognized by Rotarian
Kathy Greathouse for her
service to the community
and many years of service
as executive director of the
Hickory Museum of Art. Sw-
ensson helped attract artists
and exhibits from around
the world to Hickory Mu-
seum of Art and expanded
its reach in the local com-
munity during more than 13
years as executive director.

In September, Swensson
announced that she would
retire as executive director
in March or April 2017. Dur-
ing her tenure, the Hickory
Museum of Art attracted
nationally and interna-
tionally known artists and
works, such as Israeli sculp-
tor Orna Ben Ami’s exhibit,
“The Softness of Iron,” and
“Unexpected Beauty,” a col-
lection of photos by Steve
McCurry, who took the
famous “Afghan Girl” photo
that appeared on the cover
of National Geographic in
1984.

Swensson joined the
Hickory Rotary Club in
2004 and her support of

the club’s focus on educa-
tion through the museum’s
annual Paul Whitener Art
Show, which is sponsored
by the Hickory Rotary Club,
has enriched the lives of
countless middle and high
school students who have
participated in the event.
When Swensson announced
her retirement in Septem-
ber, she noted, “I continued
the vision of (museum
founder and Hickory Rotary
Club member) Paul Whit-
ener; I’m lucky to be a part
of that. I love working on
projects with creative, pas-
sionate people, especially
when a variety of cultural
expressions are shared.”
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Lisë Swensson is shown with
Mayor Rudy Wright.

Northview students donate to Humane Society
Thanks to the caring students of

Northview Middle School, three furry
families in residence at the Humane
Society of Catawba County will receive
proper nutrition and health care.

Last December, the community pro-
vided donations during the Northview
students’ holiday production of “The
Christmas Carol,” directed by Cathy
Lail, eighth-grade English language arts
and science teacher.

With donations totaling more than
$260, the students wanted to give back
to the community, making sure the
funds were distributed locally, Lail said.

“We held on to the donations until
we determined the perfect organiza-
tion to receive the funds,” Lail said.
“Northview student, Ava Geideman,
suggested the funds go directly to the
Humane Society of Catawba County.
The students all agreed with Ava; and
since they all love animals, with many
of these student performers having
pets at home, the Humane Society was
the right choice.”

“The timing of this donation is per-
fect,” said Jane Bowers, executive direc-
tor of the Humane Society of Catawba
County. “We have three mama dogs
who have just given birth. The second
mama dog has no milk for her babies
and we’ve had to make purchases for
supplemental milk. Taking care of these
three little families can be expensive,
but with the donation from the North-

view students, we can properly care for
the mama dogs and their pups. I am
especially pleased the students chose
to keep the funds in the local commu-
nity. The Humane Society of Catawba
County does not receive any funding
from the national organization. Our
local operation is maintained through
donations and grants.”

On average, the Humane Society of
Catawba County cares for 150 home-
less dogs and 70 to 80 homeless cats
every month, so this gift from the

Northview students is very meaningful,
Bowers said.

In presenting the check to Bowers,
Lail was joined by Ava Geideman and
Aidan Nigrelli, Northview students who
performed in the holiday production;
Stephanie Dischiavi, Northview prin-
cipal; and Patricia Osteen, Northview’s
secretary/treasurer.

To donate, volunteer or adopt
through the Humane Society of Ca-
tawba County, visit the website: http://
www.catawbahumane.org.
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Shown (from left) are Patricia Osteen, Cathy Lail,Ava Geideman,Jane Bowers,Aidan Nigrelli,
and Stephanie Dischiavi.

DAR chapter
honors Hickory

High teacher
The John Hoyle Chapter of the Daugh-

ters of the American Revolution recently
presented its Outstanding Teacher of
American History Award to Andrew
“Drew” Daniels.

Daniels has been a social studies teach-
er at Hickory High School since 1996, and
serves as the chairperson of the school’s
Social Studies Department. He has a B.S.
in Social Studies Education from East
Carolina University, where he was recog-
nized as the History Department’s “Out-
standing Senior.” He also holds a M.A. in
American History from the University of
South Carolina.

Daniels is a dedicated teacher and
storyteller who makes history come alive
to his students through events like a
Constitution Day celebration where he
dresses in Federalist era attire. He has
been named “Teacher of the Year” for the
school four times, as well as once for the
school system by the Wachovia Corp., and
for the city by the Rotary Club. He was
also the district’s 2009 Teacher of the Year
for the Hickory Public Schools. Daniels
lives in Hickory with his wife, Paula, and
their two children.

DAR represents one of the most inclu-
sive genealogical societies in the United
States and one of the world’s largest
women’s organizations. Membership is
open to women who can prove lineal
descent from a patriot from the American
Revolution. More information is available
at www.dar.org.
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John Hoyle Chapter historian Ginny Pretty
presents the award to Drew Daniels.

Gamewell Middle School educator
gets statewide honor

Scott Cooke, science
teacher at Gamewell Middle
School, has been named the
2017 North Carolina Middle
Level Education Teacher to
Watch by one of the state’s
largest, most prominent
organizations for provid-
ing support, resources and
recognition for middle level
education.

In the three years Cooke
has taught at Gamewell
Middle School, Principal
Anna Crooke said that his
impact on students has
been tremendous, and he
goes well above what is
expected to show support
for his students and col-
leagues, who readily as-
sisted in nominating him
for this statewide recogni-
tion.

“Mr. Cooke is a committed

teacher who has outstand-
ing performance in the

classroom,”
Crooke said.
“But one of
Mr. Cooke’s
greatest
strengths as
a teacher is
to weave his
instructional

responsibilities as a teacher
with his sense of purpose
to grow Gamewell Middle
School’s students as future
ready citizens.”

Cooke started a Gamewell
Middle School Philanthropy
Club this school year that
has resulted in eighth-grade
students wanting to do
more for their community.

“The club is about en-
abling students to become
more aware of their sur-

roundings and the needs
that are in their community
and among their peers,”
Cooke said. “They lead the
charge with ideas and sug-
gestions, and I help them
to organize a response by
planning and securing the
necessary resources to pro-
vide assistance.”

Within several months of
its establishment, the Phi-
lanthropy Club had orga-
nized closets at the Caldwell
Women’s Shelter, prepared
breakfast for firefighters at
the Gamewell Fire Depart-
ment, held fundraisers
throughout the school year
in support of the Caldwell
Animal Shelter and critical
needs of families within
the school population, as
well as identified a goal
for a campus garden and a

greenhouse.
Cooke relocated to this

area from Michigan, after
he graduated from Central
Michigan University with a
bachelor’s degree in el-
ementary education/middle
school emphasis. He taught
school in Michigan for two
years before moving to
western North Carolina with
his family.

The North Carolina
Middle Level Education or-
ganization focuses primar-
ily on the areas of academic
excellence, developmental
responsiveness, social
equity, and organizational
structures and processes.

On Tuesday, Cooke was in
the spotlight at the NCMLE
Conference in Greensboro
as the recipient of the 2017
Teacher to Watch Award.

Local pianists attend workshop
Seven piano students from the

Catawba Valley recently attended the
annual Presbyterian College Piano
Workshop in Clinton, S.C. Guest clini-
cian for the event was classical period
scholar Kenneth Drake, also accom-
panied by the Korean pianist Jun-Hee
Han.

Both Drake and Han performed on
Drake’s fortepiano, brought to Pres-
byterian College for the occasion.
Workshop students were also allowed
to play the fortepiano and compare it
with the modern concert piano.

Students of Newton pianist Chad
Leatherman were Michael Leather-
man, who performed the “Notturno”
by Roubos; Rebeca Leal, who per-
formed the Chopin Waltz in b minor,
Opus 69, No. 2; and Huyay Vue per-
forming the Chopin Nocturne in E-flat
Major Opus 9, No. 2.

Students of Hickory pianist Robert
Setzer included Alessandro Gagea,
performing “Zambra” from the Five
Gypsy Dances by Turina; Mirabella
Gagea performing the Chopin Noc-
turne in e minor Opus 72, No. 1. Ales-

sandro and Mirabella also performed
the Beethoven Sonata in D Major
Opus 6 for one piano four hands. Free-
man Dalton performed the Chopin
Etude in G-flat Major Opus 10, No. 5,

and John Zika performed the Men-
delssohn Rondo Capriccioso Opus 14.

This annual event attracts young
pianists from North and South Caro-
lina.
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Shown (from left) are Alessandro Gagea, Freeman Dalton, Mirabella Gagea, Michael
Leatherman, Rebeca Leal, John Zika and Huyay Vue.

Alumnus directs
CVCC’s turfgrass,

horticulture
program

Steven E. Peeler, a Catawba Valley Com-
munity College alumnus whose profes-
sional sports field construction and man-
agement career has taken him around
the world, was recently named Catawba

Valley Community College’s
Turfgrass and Horticulture
Program director.

Peeler headed up con-
struction of numerous
Major and Minor League
Baseball fields for more
than 25 years, including L.P.
Frans Stadium early in his

career. His resume includes positions with
the Chicago White Sox, St. Louis Cardi-
nals, Seattle Mariners, Houston Astros
and Pittsburgh Pirates.

A native of Morganton, Peeler served
as sports field and facility consultant
for the 2010 Olympic Games in Beijing,
China, and as a sports field consultant
for a South Korean sports field design
firm. Peeler served as turf consultant for
the NFL Dallas Cowboys and Washington
Redskins, and has worked on more than
25 collegiate sports field projects, includ-
ing the University of Washington, Univer-
sity of North Carolina and Wake Forest
University.

He was named South Atlantic League
Groundskeeper of the Year from 1993
through 1995 and was presented by Major
League Baseball.

He serves on the International Baseball
Academy Association board of directors
and is a member of the Major League
Baseball Players Alumni Association.

Peeler will serve as program director for
the Turfgrass and Horticulture Technol-
ogy associate degrees supervising three
full-time faculty members and a host of
adjunct faculty with unique expertise in
various subjects that support the degrees.

He will oversee redevelopment of a PGA
regulation golf hole that provides students
hands-on experience building, maintain-
ing and refurbishing a professional sports
field.

Peeler

Cooke


