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“It is important for cus-
tomers to understand their
health care needs, update
their information to get the
subsidy amount they are
eligible to receive and se-
lect an insurance plan with
the level of coverage they
want at a price that works
for them and their family,”
said Patrick Getzen, vice
president and chief actu-
ary for Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of North Carolina.

Aside from those poli-
cies, the insurer is main-
taining pre-existing plans
that don’t conform to the
Affordable Care Act’s re-
quirements but that cus-
tomers wanted to keep.
TheObamaadministration
said in March that it was
allowing a two-year exten-
sion for individual policies
that don’t meet the health
law’s requirements.

The insurer said its rates
for those pre-existing in-

dividual plans will rise by
an average of 13.4 percent
for policies sold before the
federal law was signed by
Obama in March 2010. In-
dividual plans sold by the
insurer between then and
October 2013 — when the
health overhaul exchanges
opened — will have rate
increases of 19.2 percent
on average.

Blue Cross said about
239,000 people were en-
rolled in those pre-existing
plans in 2014.

One factor affecting pre-
miums is how costs are
spread among the mixture
of people of varying ages
and health care needs.
Blue Cross said in a news
release that the group buy-
ing its individual ACA plans
was older than expected
because many younger,
healthier customers stayed
in pre-existing plans.

“There needs to be a mix
of customers within each
category to balance risk
and expected costs,” Get-
zen said.

Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of North Carolina
was the only insurer to of-
fer ACA plans in all 100 of
North Carolina’s counties
in 2014.With more than 3.8
million members in North
Carolina, the insurer’s poli-
cies on the individual mar-
ket represent a fraction of
its overall business.

United HealthCare and
Coventry Health Care, a
division of Aetna Inc., also
plan to offer ACA-compli-
ant policies for 2015.

Adam Linker, health
policy analyst for the left-
leaning NC Justice Center,
said he expects that im-
provements in the online
marketplace will encour-
age more people to switch
from pre-existing plans
to those issued under the
ACA in coming years. If
more young and healthy
people make the switch, it
should improve rates or at
least slow their increase.

“I think we’ll see people
shopping around more,”
he said.
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Travis said he was not
aware of any formal or
other complaints made
against him when con-
tacted by the Hickory Daily
Record.

“I’m hearing this for the
first time,” Travis said.

Travis said he has resi-
dences in Claremont and
Raleigh and worked full
time for both.

“It’s tough. It takes good
time management,” Tra-
vis said of his working for
two fire departments more
than two-and-a-half hours
apart. “But to this point, I
think I have (managed my
role for both), yes.”

Travis said because he
was unaware of the com-
plaints against him he
could not respond as fully
as he’d like to Wednesday
evening.

“I feel like I can probably
answer more of your ques-
tions after the meeting
(Thursday) night,” Travis
said.

Hathaway was loath to
discuss further specifics
concerning the complaints
but said there were other
issues regarding Travis that
needed to be addressed.

“There’s been a few is-
sues with documentation
that’s gone to the state lev-
el that’s come from him,”
Hathaway said. “But I re-
ally can’t go much further
into detail.”

The Claremont City
Council has a special called
meeting with a single item
on the agenda for Thurs-
day evening at 5 p.m.: “Fire
Department Discussion.”

When asked what it was
in reference to, Barrick
said he was not able to
discuss the matter before
Thursday.

“All we can release right
now is that the city coun-

cil has called a meeting for
Thursday at 5 p.m. to dis-
cuss the fire department,”
he said.

City Councilman D.B.
Setzer likewise said he did
not know the exact issues
to be discussed Thursday
evening but expressed his
high opinion of Travis.

“I’m just saying, from a
citizen’s standpoint, what
I’ve seen of the fire depart-
ment itself has done well
under Travis,” Setzer said.
“That’s just from my stand-
point but I think he’s done
a fine, excellent job.”

Multiple calls to Mayor
Shawn Brown and council-
men Tim Lowrance, Dayne
Miller, Nicky Setzer and
Dale Sherrill were not re-
turned as of press time.

Hathaway said the meet-
ing would reveal more de-
tails about the complaints.

“Everything will be dis-
cussed,” Hathaway said.
“Everything will be brought
public at that point.”
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HICKORY —The smell of
steamed oysters and fried
shrimp, the taste of locally
crafted beer, the sounds
of Caribbean steel drums
amid the ambiance of the
park-like setting of Union
Square are combined for
a one-day party in down-
town Hickory.

The Shuck & Peel Party
is a mouth-watering ex-
travaganza. The outdoor
event will heighten the
senses with a day of deli-
cious food, great drink,
and fun entertainment.

The party begins at 1
p.m. and continues until
6 p.m. on Saturday, Nov.
8. The event is free to the
public, with food and
drink available for pur-
chase.

The menu includes
steamed and fried oysters
and shrimp, clam chow-
der, and hot dogs and
hamburgers, with craft
beers, wine, nonalcohol-
ic beverages and water
available.

The party features beach
music beginning with the
Caribbean steel drums of
Pan Jive and then the Co-
conut Groove Band who
plays The Deck, Spanish

Galleon, and Fat Harold’s
in Myrtle Beach, S.C.

A special treat for party
participants this year will
be an auction of a Gibson
guitar autographed by
Edwin McCain. The mu-
sician donated the auto-
graphed guitar to Hickory
Downtown Development
Association following his

headlining performance
at Hickory’s Oktoberfest
this year.

The Shuck & Peel Party
is sponsored by Bark Mo-
bile and The Best of Beers
and hosted by Hickory
Downtown Development
Association. Visit www.
downtownhickory.com to
learn more.

Shuck & Peel Party
to be downtown

HICKORY — Hickory
Rotary Club recently as-
sisted with painting at the
new facility for the Cataw-
ba County Partnership for
Children.

The new facility is at 738
Fourth St., SW, Hickory,
and is home to the Cataw-
ba County Partnership for
Children, The Children’s
Resource Center, Early
Childhood Support Team,
NC Pre-K Program, Cre-
ation Station and Imagi-
nation Library.

Before the paint dried,
Hickory Rotary Club pres-
ident David Moore pre-
sented a check for $25,000
to Kim Holden, executive
director, Catawba County
Partnership for Children,
to support Imagination
Library.

In 2011 Hickory Rotary
Club donated $15,000 to
help launch Imagination
Library in Catawba Coun-
ty. In 2012 the club do-
nated $12,500 and in 2013
the club provided another
donation of $15,000. In

May 2014, Hickory Ro-
tary donated $20,000 and
in October 2014, the club
donated an additional
$25,000. Hickory Rotary
Club’s support of Imagi-
nation Library now totals
$87,500, providing 43,750
books to children in the
community.

These donations were
made possible by the
club’s successful fundrais-
ing activities, including
Hickory Rotary Club’s an-
nual Rotarian Idol com-
petition which is sched-
uled for March 14, 2015, at
P.E. Monroe Auditorium
on the campus of Lenoir-
Rhyne University. Hickory
Rotary’s ongoing commit-
ment of financial support
continues to provide nec-
essary assistance, and is
consistent with the club’s
continued commitment
to and support of local
educational initiatives.

Imagination Library is
administered locally by
the Catawba County Part-
nership for Children, a lo-

cal nonprofit agency that
works to ensure that chil-
dren in the county begin
school healthy and pre-
pared for success. Chil-
dren enrolled in Imagi-
nation Library are mailed
a free, age-appropriate
book each month until
they turn 5 years old. Since
its inception in April 2011,
the program has grown
to serve more than 4,500
Catawba County children
each month.

Dolly Parton originally
launched the Imagination
Library program in 1996
to benefit the children of
her home county in East
Tennessee. The program
has since spread to more
than 1,600 communities,
currently serving more
than 794,000 children,
throughout the United
States, Canada, Australia
and the U.K. Dolly Par-
ton’s Imagination Library
is in its second three-year
partnership as an offi-
cial Service Partner with
Rotary International.
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David Moore presents a check to Kim Holden of the Catawba County Partnership for
Children.

Rotary Club supports
Imagination Library

NEWTON — Newton Elks
Lodge 2042 will host the
John Leagon & Fred Britt
annual golf tournament
on Nov. 10 at Catawba
Country Club in Newton.

The charity tournament
honors Leagon and Britt,
members of the Newton
Elks Lodge for many years.
The format for the tourna-
ment is captain’s choice
with four players per team.
A shotgun start is sched-
uled at noon, with registra-
tion and lunch beginning

at 11 a.m.
Cost to play in the tour-

nament is $80 per player.
Entry fee includes 18 holes
of golf, cart, lunch buffet,
golfers gifts, one mulligan,
one skirt shot, and $1 beers
on the course. Additional
mulligans and skirt shots
will be sold the day of the
event. Prizes, sponsor rec-
ognitions, and a cash bar
reception will be held at
the Newton Elks Lodge af-
ter the tournament.

Donations will be made

in the memory of John
Leagon and Fred Britt to
the Catawba Regional
Hospice and the American
Heart Association.

Team registration forms
and corporate/individual
sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available at the
Newton Elks Lodge 2042,
West J Street, in Newton.
For information, call New-
ton Elks Lodge at 828-464-
1360, Bryan Williams at
828-310-2961 or Paul Hun-
sucker at 828-381-0972.

Newton Elks Lodge to
host golf tournament

Hickory

NEWTON — The New-
ton Parks and Recreation
Department will sponsor a
canned food drive to ben-
efit the Eastern Catawba
Cooperative Christian
Ministry (ECCCM) Hunger
Prevention Program. The
campaign will run from
Nov. 3 to Dec. 21.

Non-perishable food
items accepted include
canned fruits, canned
soups, canned vegetables,
boxes of grits, macaroni,
rice, oatmeal, dried beans,
and more.

The food collected will

help local residents who
may be disabled or handi-
capped, and those in need
in the community. Last
year’s contribution total
was 510 pounds of food.
This year, the city hopes
to surpass this total, fur-
ther helping those in need
throughout the commu-
nity.

Donation locations in-
clude Newton City Hall,
the Newton Recreation De-
partment, and the Central
Recreation Department.
Hours for donation drop-
off are: City Hall — Mon-

day through Friday 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; Newton Recre-
ation Center — Monday
through Thursday 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m., Friday 8 a.m. to
5 p.m.; Central Recreation
Center — Monday through
Thursday 5 to 9 p.m., Sat-
urday noon to 4 p.m. City
offices will be closed for
Thanksgiving on Nov. 27-
28.

For more information,
contact the Newton Rec-
reation Center at 828-
695-4317 or the Central
Recreation Center at 828-
465-7477.

Newton to begin canned
food drive in November


