
HICKORY — At the
March 17 meeting of the
Thursday Rotary Club of
Hickory, Mark Seaman,
president, presented a
check for $25,000 to Kim
Holden, executive direc-
tor of Catawba County
Partnership for Children,
to support Imagination
Library. This donation
will provide funds for the
purchase and distribu-
tion of more than 12,000
children’s books for area
preschoolers.

Imagination Library
provides children who
live in Catawba County
one free book in the mail
each month until their
fifth birthday to ensure
that children in the county
begin school healthy and
prepared for success. Since
its inception in April 2011,
the program has grown
to serve more than 5,400
Catawba County children
each month.

Dolly Parton originally
launched the Imagination
Library program in 1996
to benefit the children of
her home county in east
Tennessee. The program
has since spread to more
than 1,600 communities,
serving more than 900,000
children, throughout the
United States, Canada,
Australia and the U.K. Par-

ton’s Imagination Library
is in its second three-year
partnership as an official
service partner with Ro-
tary International.

In 2011, the Thursday Ro-
tary Club of Hickory donat-
ed $15,000 to help launch
Imagination Library in Ca-
tawba County. Since then,
the Thursday Rotary Club
of Hickory has contributed
an additional $97,000, for a
total of $112,000 and mak-
ing the purchase of 56,000

books possible. The recent
donation was made possi-
ble by the Thursday Rotary
Club of Hickory’s success-
ful fundraising activities,
highlighted in March by
the annual Rotarian Idol
fundraiser. The Thursday
Rotary Club of Hickory’s
ongoing commitment of fi-
nancial support continues
to provide necessary as-
sistance, and is consistent
with the club’s continued
commitment to, and sup-

port of, local educational
initiatives.

The Thursday Rota-
ry Club of Hickory was
founded in 1921 by Watt
Shuford, in adherence to
Rotary’s motto of “Service
Above Self.”

Allergy’s cause most of pets skin

problems, and we have new medications!

109 Enola Rd. • Morganton
www.myhealthypetz.com

Follow Us
828.437.4524

Got An Itch?
Let us Look at it!

KINGHICKORY FURNITURE

728 Highland Avenue NE

Hickory, NC 28602
(Across from Lenoir-Rhyne University)

KING HICKORY FURNITURE OUTLET

OVERSTOCK SALE

LARGE SELECTION
8-WAY HAND TIED

UPHOLSTERY
COME IN FOR GREAT DEALS

Open Mon. thru Sat. 10:00AM until 3:30PM

Now Is The Time For Stocking!

• Channel Catish • Largemouth Bass • Redear • Bluegill (Reg. & Hybrid)
• Fathead Minnows • Black Crappie (if avail) • Grass Carp • KOI (if avail)

SATURDAY, April 2nd from 8 - 9AM
Lutz Farm & Garden in Hickory, NC

TO PLACE AN ORDER CALL 1-870-578-9773

ARKANSAS PONDSTOCKERS, INC.

Dr. Herb Says...

Migraines Disappear

ALKALINEALKALINE
ANTIOXIDANTANTIOXIDANT
WATERWATER

NATURAL FOOD STORE
1920 Highway 70 Southwest • Hickory, NC

828-322-5316 • www.naturalfoodstorenc.com
Sun: 10 to 6 • M-Th: 7 to 6 • Fri: 7 to 4 • Sat: Closed

Dr. Herb Cole

“I made the decision to start drinking the
alkaline antioxidant water.

About two weeks after we began d
alkaline water, my wife said that she hadn’t
had a migraine since she started drinking it.

She’s been having migraines since she was
13 years old. She would have three to ive
migraines a month that were so seve
could have to stay in bed with ice packs
around her head. Since drinking the water,
she’s only had one mild migraine.

Being the skeptic I am, I knew that it had to
be something else. Now I believe the results
because she has only had two migraines since
we started drinking the water ten months ago.”

—Satisfied Customer

New Customers Recieve

3 FREE Gallons
of Water!
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From staff reports

RALEIGH — Gov. Pat
McCrory secured $1.6 mil-
lion for grants in a recent
budget for the N.C. Crime
Commission to use against
child predators on the In-
ternet, according to a press
release Tuesday.

Money from the grants
will go to law enforcement
agencies and the HERO
initiative.

The HERO organiza-
tion (Human Exploitation
Rescue Operative) trains
wounded veterans to find
and arrest child predators.

“We must protect the
state’s children from sex-
ual predators,” McCrory
said in the release. “Arm-
ing wounded warriors and
law enforcement officers
with needed tools and
training will help find and
prosecute abusers.”

The State Bureau of In-
vestigation has 14 agents
assigned to the N.C. chap-
ter of the Internet Crimes
Against Children Task
Force.

“Most local agencies
just don’t have what they
need,” Special Agent Alan
Flora of the SBI Computer
Crimes Unit said. “These
legislative appropria-
tions are the first step in
being able to effectively

investigate sex crimes
against children going on
throughout this state via
the Internet.”

According to the re-
lease, 12 law enforcement
agencies have applied for
grants.

Of the $600,000 budget-
ed for 2015-2016, $400,000
is for salaries, training
and equipment. The rest
is awards for two HERO
positions.

The Associated Press

RALEIGH — The North
Carolina legislature is re-
turning Wednesday for an
expected one-day session
to consider stopping the
implementation of Char-
lotte’s new non-discrimi-
nation ordinance before it
takes effect April 1.

But the final legislation is
expected to do more than
eliminate the right of trans-
gender people in Charlotte
to use the restroom aligned
with their gender identity.
The legislation’s breadth
could make Gov. Pat Mc-
Crory, who has criticized
the ordinance, think a little
longer about signing it.

Why now?

The Charlotte City Coun-
cil last month passed an
ordinance that prohibits
discrimination based on
sexual orientation, gender
identity and marital status
in “public accommoda-
tions” like hotels, restau-
rants, stores and taxis.

Republicans and social
conservatives say the leg-
islature hasn’t given local
governments the power
to pass such prohibitions.
They have concentrated
their anger on language
they contend would allow
any man to enter a wom-
an’s restroom or locker
room simply by calling
himself transgender.

Ordinance supporters
say public safety issues are
bogus. They point to local
gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender residents who
say they’ve been denied

services and harassed as
proof of the need for pro-
tections. At least 225 cities
and counties nationwide
have passed similar anti-
discrimination laws.

What’s the plan?

McCrory and some legis-
lators have said they’d like
legislation halting all lo-
cal government mandates
for transgender people
on bathrooms and locker
rooms like Charlotte has.

Others want to pre-empt
completely what Charlotte
addedtoitsnon-discrimina-
tion ordinance and prevent
cities and counties from
passing similar acts. Legis-
lation being considered for
this week’s session would do
that and go further.

Draft legislation ob-
tained by The Associated
Press also would direct all
public schools, govern-
ment agencies and Uni-
versity of North Carolina
and community college
campuses to require com-
munal bathrooms or lock-
er rooms be designated for
use only by people based
on their biological sex.

The draft says they
could still provide single-
occupancy bathrooms
and changing facilities in
“special circumstances,”
presumably for a person
whose gender identity is
different from their bio-
logical sex. The draft also
would prevent local gov-
ernments from requiring
area businesses to pay
workers above the cur-
rent minimum wage, with
some exceptions.

House Speaker Tim
Moore, R-Cleveland, said
Tuesday the final bill was
still being worked out, but
did go beyond address-
ing the bathroom issue.
He said the bill also would
propose the first statewide
non-discrimination law.
The draft would prohibit
discrimination only based
on race, religion, color, na-
tional origin and sex.

How they’re coming

The legislature wasn’t
supposed to return un-
til April 25. So Moore and
GOP Lt. Gov. Dan Forest,
the Senate’s presiding offi-
cer, issued a proclamation
Tuesday afternoon for an
“extra session.” The state
constitution required writ-
ten requests from three-
fifths of both the House
and Senate members for
a session. It marks the first
time since October 1981
the legislature called it-
self back to Raleigh. Usu-
ally the governor does it.
Each day in session costs
$42,000.

The “special session is a
waste of taxpayer money,”
Charlotte Mayor Jennifer
Roberts tweeted, adding
the legislature “should fo-
cus on teacher pay, not
taking away rights.”

Once they leave

While legislative Demo-
crats criticized the session
Tuesday, Moore said he
expected some minority-
party support for the bill,
which would then go to
McCrory. He would then
have 30 days to sign it,

veto it or let it become law
without his signature. The
more pressing deadline is
April 1.

Equality North Carolina
has already urged McCrory
to reject legislation. The
North Carolina Values Co-
alition wants McCrory to
sign the eventual bill.

McCrory has criticized
the Charlotte ordinance
related to the bathroom
mandate and wants ac-
tion. But McCrory didn’t
call the special session
himself — a top aide told
legislators Monday the
bill’s scope had widened
too far — raising questions
about what his response
will be to legislation.

Moore said Tuesday “we
believe in the end it’ll be
something the governor
can get behind.”

The politics

This year’s governor’s
race is between McCrory
and Democratic Attor-
ney General Roy Cooper,
who has opposed the leg-
islature intervening with
Charlotte’s ordinance.
Cooper said state criminal
laws are still enforceable
against people who would
abuse the ordinance.

In the race to succeed
Cooper, Republican nomi-
nee state Sen. Buck Newton
has been involved in craft-
ing the legislation. Demo-
cratic nominee Josh Stein
resigned Monday from the
Senate to devote his full
time to the campaign. His
departure also means he
won’t have to cast a vote on
a controversial issue.

Special-session legislation goes
beyond Charlotte’s ordinance

From staff reports

NEWTON — Catawba
County announced Tues-
day that Robert “Bob”
Miracle will be its new
chief financial officer.

Miracle, 47, will begin
his new job April 18 and
will take over for Rodney

Miller, who
left Cataw-
ba County
in 2015 to
become as-
sistant city
m a n a g e r
for the city
of Hickory.

Miracle is chief financial
officer and director of the
Finance and Administra-
tive Services Department
in Broward County, Fla. He
previouslyservedasdeputy
CFO for the city of Charles-
ton, according to Catawba
County’s press release.

Catawba County Man-
ager Tom Lundy said via
the county’s press release
that Miracle’s 13 years of
experience as both the
CFO of Broward Coun-
ty and deputy CFO of
Charleston should bring a
wealth of experience.

“He’s shown a strong
commitment to local gov-
ernment, and has a repu-
tation for honesty, integri-

ty,financialexcellenceand
building relationships,”
Lundy said. “We welcome
him and his wife, Donna,
to Catawba County, and
look forward to having
him join our team.”

As CFO, Miracle will be
responsible for manag-
ing all aspects of Catawba
County’s financial op-
erations, including invest-
ments, asset management,
accounting, payment of in-
voices, billing, payroll and
purchasing, according to
the release. He will also be
responsible for vehicle and
building maintenance.

Miracle earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree
in business administra-
tion with a major in Ac-
counting from Ohio State
University in 1991. He
is a certified public ac-
countant and received a
professional certification
through the Central As-
sociation of College and
University Business Offi-
cers in 1995. After working
for Ohio State as a senior
accountant and business
manager for the univer-
sity’s Fawcett Center for
Tomorrow, he served for
five years as accounting
manager for the Colum-
bus, Ohio, Regional Air-
port Authority.

Miracle

Catawba County
names new CFO

McCrory secures $1.6M in grants
to fight sex predators on Internet

Rotary club supports Imagination Library


