
The Rotary Club of Hickory,
the first service club organized
in Catawba County, celebrates a
century of service in 2021.
Although club plans to rec-

ognize and commemorate the
centennial milestone differ sig-
nificantly than what was orig-
inally envisioned prior to the
pandemic, the Rotary Club of
Hickorywill still host events and
increase charitable giving to cel-
ebrate the club’s century of ser-
vice to the local community and
Rotary International.
On Feb. 11, the club will host

a virtual centennial celebration
at noon via Zoom. All Rotari-
ans, including past and present
members, as well as members,
past and present, of other clubs,
and members of the commu-
nity are invited to participate
in this special event. Tentative
plans include recognition and
remarks by Holger Knaack, Ro-
tary International president, a
member of the Rotary Club of
Herzogtum Lauenburg-Mölln,
Germany. Also participating
will be Stephanie A. Urchick,
Rotary International director
2019-21, of the Rotary Club of
McMurray, Pa.; and Rotary In-
ternational director 2020-2022,
Peter R.Kyle, of the RotaryClub
of Capitol Hill in Washington,
D.C. Anyone wishing to par-
ticipate in this online meeting
should contact Tara Bland, club
president, at tbland@saltblock-
foundation.org.
Rotary Club of Hickory past

presidents will make a special
presentation on the club’s his-
tory and century of service, and
HickoryMayor Hank Guess will
present a special proclamation to
Bland recognizing the club’s ser-
vice and importance to the com-
munity over the last 100 years.
In recognitionof the 100-year

milestone, the Rotary Club of
Hickory plans to increase chari-
table givingandvolunteer efforts
for thecommunityaboveandbe-
yondwhathasbeendone inyears
past.While the exact breakdown
for 2021 is still going through the
budgeting and allocation pro-
cess, the club plans to combine
financial support and commu-
nity service projects equivalent
to $100,000 or more, symboli-
cally recognizing the club’s cen-
tennial anniversary in away that
benefits thecommunity thatclub
members call home.
The Rotary Club of Hickory

plans to host a safe, in-per-
son gathering as soon as such
gatherings are permitted under
COVID-19 guidelines.
Chartered in 1921, during the

first 16 years of Rotary Interna-
tional, and ranked as one of the
largest clubs in its Rotary dis-
trict, the club has earned recog-
nition from its Rotary peers and
other community organizations
for its spirit of service. Its contri-
butionshave alsogivendirection
to the advances of the city and
county it serves.

Early Years
The founderof theRotaryClub

of Hickory was Watt Shuford
(1873-1935), a member of one of
Hickory’s pioneer families who
pursued interests indairyingand
farming. Hemanaged the Hick-
ory Seed Company for 20 years.
In 1912, he helped organize the
Catawba Creamery. He served
as its president andmanager for
many years, guiding its growth
into one of the largest cooper-
ative creameries in the South.
Shuford served on many local
agricultural boards and was ap-
pointed by two state governors
to terms on the State Board of
Agriculture, serving for 10years.
While in Asheville for a 1920

creamery convention, Shuford
attended a Rotary club meeting
and became interested in form-
ing a club in Hickory. Members
of theAsheville club encouraged

100
years of
service

H
enry David Thoreau
said, “Live in each sea-
son as it passes, breathe

the air, drink the drink, taste
the fruit, and resign yourself
to the influences of each.”
I have a hard time resigning

myself to the winter season;
the cold, the long nights, the
frost; did I mention cold? I
love the spring. Green shoots

pushing up through the dirt,
buds ready to burst, a green
tinge appearing on tree limbs.
I love summer. Plants filling
in everywhere; so much color,
sounds and smells, birds,
butterflies, bees and hum-
mingbirds. I love fall. Cool
mornings, cool evenings, and
amazing fall colors. Winter,
not so much.
While I pine away for those

long daylight hours of sum-
mer, these shorter hours
actually trigger plants to
prepare for the cold months
ahead by entering dormancy,
which is essential to a plant’s

survival. While I am putting
on an extra pair of socks to
warm my feet, the plants
are becoming cold-hardy or
“hardening-off.”
While I enjoy a bowl of

warm soup, roots are being
nourished by the sugars and
carbohydrates which were
moved down from the leaves
in the fall. While I am sip-
ping hot chocolate, plants are
acclimating to lack of water.
While I am curled up on the
couch watching old movies,
eating popcorn and counting
down until spring, my plants
are counting down also,

waiting to break dormancy,
waiting for renewal, waiting
for a fresh start.
As spring explodes around

us, I resign myself to the
fact that I really should have
spent my winter getting my
garden ready for spring. So
this winter, I am not going to
hibernate my time away, I am
going to be ahead of the game
and have everything ready
for spring … just as soon as it
warms up a little.

Laurie Rubner is the owner and
operator of The Arbor Garden
Center in Bethlehem.

Warm up with an ode to a winter’s day

THÉODEN JANES

The Charlotte Observer

Lauren Holt was on an ex-
tended break from her adopted
hometown of L.A., riding out
some of the pandemic by stay-
ing at her parents’ house in the
shadow of her old stomping
grounds — Charlotte’s Alexan-
der Graham Middle and Myers
Park High schools — when her
cellphone rang.
She only answered it out of

boredom.
“I thought it was a scam call,”

Holt recalls, “because I saw a
number that I didn’t know. ...
I was like, ‘Ugh, well, I’m not
doing anything, so I’ll answer
it just to see.’ And it turns out it
wasLorneMichaels!””she con-
tinues, her voice quickly melt-
ing into giddy excitement at the
merememory.
Yes, that would be the Lorne

Michaels, famed executive pro-
ducer of “Saturday Night Live,”
and the purpose of his call was
to offer the 29-year-old Char-
lotte native a spot as a featured
player on NBC’s late-night
sketch-comedy series.
There was no chance Holt

could play it cool. She burst into
tears of joy. She thanked her
new boss repeatedly. After all,
performing on “Saturday Night
Live” was only something she’d
been dreaming of since she was
inmiddle school.
When she made her debut on

Oct. 3, Holt became one of just
156 people who have been cast
members since theshowwasfirst
broadcast in 1975.
The cast for “SNL’s” 46th

season — which is set to return

Saturdaywith its first episodeof
thenewyear—has 15“repertory
players” (i.e.veterans)whileHolt
belongs to a group of five “fea-
tured players,” a designation
used for members in their first
or second year.
To put it in perspective: In

terms of the comedy biz, get-
ting tappedbyMichaels to be on
“SaturdayNightLive” is roughly
as prestigious as being tapped,
say, in the political world, by
the president to hold a cabinet
position.
And to think, if she’d given up

onherpie-in-the-skydream,it’s
conceivable thatHolt couldhave
wound up owning an art gallery

—orapicture-framing shop—in
Charlotte.

Growing up with art

all around her

If you’ve ever been stuck in
traffic on Kenilworth Avenue
waiting to get through the light
atEastBoulevard,you’veproba-
bly looked to the left and seen the
sign for Harris Holt’s art gallery
and custom framing shop.
Harris Holt, Lauren’s father,

is a watercolor artist who has
painted historical towns and
buildings and coastal scenes
for decades in Charlotte, whose
originals have sold for upwards

of $5,000;he andLauren’smom,
Lyn, have owned the shop that
bears his name sinceLaurenwas
a young girl.
“I grew up around art all the

time,” Lauren Holt says. “That
was kind ofmy first passion.”
But at a fairly young age — as

an elementary schooler — she
developed a second passion:
writing and performing funny
sketches.
Itwasbornout of her involve-

ment in a school-sponsored
program called Odyssey of the
Mind, which in many instances
challenges teams of students to

From Charlotte to
the stage of ‘SNL’

WILL HEATH — HANDOUT ONE TIME USE, NBC

This image released by NBC shows Melissa Villaseñor, left, and Lauren Holt during the “Outdoor Cabaret” sketch that aired Dec. 5 on “Saturday
Night Live.” Holt, a 29-year-old Charlotte native, is a featured player on the late-night sketch-comedy series.
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Lauren Holt made

her debut in October

ROSALIND O’CONNOR — HANDOUT ONE TIME USE, NBC

This image released by NBC shows Lauren Holt in a scene from the “Sam Adams” sketch that aired Oct. 10 on
“Saturday Night Live.”

Rotary Club of

Hickory reaches

century mark

LAURIE RUBNER

Please see ROTARY, Page D6

Please see HOLT, Page D2
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

This group photo of Rotary Club of Hickory was taken before the COVID-19 pandemic.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROSE MARY CHEEK

Shown is a group shot from the 2013 Rotarian Idol competition.

him to do so, helping with their
guidance and assistance.
Ten members of the Asheville

club, led by International Ser-
geant-at-Arms Emmet E. Galer,
attended theorganizationalmeet-
ing of the RotaryClub ofHickory.
The meeting, held on Friday, Feb.
11, 1921, at Hotel Huffry, was at-
tended by 18 charter members.
Shuford was named president.
Elected vice president was Ken-
neth C. Menzies, cashier of First
National Bank. The position of
treasurer was filled by George R.
Wootten, secretary-treasurer of
theFirstBuilding&LoanAssocia-
tion.AlbertC.Hewitt,presidentof
Hickory Ice&CoalCompany,was
electedsergeant-at-arms.Named
secretary was Frank A. Hender-
son, vice president and treasurer
ofHickoryOverallCompany.Also
elected to the board of directors
were Neil W. Clark, president of
Yoder-Clark Clothing Company;
and George L. Lyerly, manager of
ShufordHardware Company.
The other charter members

were Fred A.Abernethy, livestock
dealer; Bascom B. Blackwelder,
Shuford Mills executive; John
H.P.Cilley,manager of Piedmont
Foundry & Machine Company; J.
Lenoir Cilley, assistant cashier of
FirstNationalBank;HughD’Anna,
managerofHickoryHosieryMills;
Joseph D. Elliott, president and
treasurerofElliottBuildingCom-
panyContractors;SamH.Farabee,
editorof theHickoryDailyRecord;
RuskG.Henry,citymanager;Rob-
ertE.Martin,partnerofWhitener
& Martin Retail Grocery; A. Alex
Shuford, secretary and treasurer
of A.A. Shuford Mill Company;
and Jake H. Shuford, surgeon and
owner of Richard BakerHospital.
The charter for the club, issued

by Rotary International onMarch
1, 1921, was formally presented at
a regular meeting on May 12 by
District Governor Buck Perrin of
Spartanburg, S.C. The club was
the 485th to be formed by the in-
ternational organization. It was
placed in the280thdistrictwhich,
in addition towesternNorthCar-
olina, included the state of South
Carolina and some clubs in Vir-
ginia and Tennessee. As districts
changedover theyears, theRotary
Club of Hickory is now a part of
Rotary District 7670 which in-
cludesmore than50clubs inwest-
ernNorthCarolina.
At its first regular meeting,

over a 1 p.m. lunchonFeb. 17, 1921
at Hotel Huffry, the club voted to
meet every Thursday at the same
hour except on the last Thursday
ofeachmonthwhen itwouldmeet
at 7:30 p.m. In 1926 the meeting
site was shifted from the Huffry
Hotel to the new Hotel Hickory,
where theclubcontinuedtogather
for 44 years.
In its first December (1921) as

an organization, the new club
demonstrated its service poten-
tial. It distributed 50 cents in new
5-cent pieces to each of the 23
residents in theCountyHomeand
gave 28 baskets — consisting of
flour, chicken, nuts, fruit, candy,
sugar and toys— to the needy.On
the day following Christmas, it
treated more than 1,000 children
to a moving picture show in the
City Auditorium. At its next reg-
ularmeeting, themembers took a
collectionof$34tosupply fuel and
food to five families who were in
“dire circumstance.”

Growth, Giving
Theclubcelebrated its 50than-

niversary in 1970-71 by initiating
the development of the 19-acre
Rotary-GeitnerPark,awaterfront
park locatedat203812thSt.Drive,
NW, which is the future home of
theRiverwalk and features an ac-
tivitybuilding,picnic shelterwith
tables and grills, gazebo, walking
and nature trails, boat dock and
ramp, a fishing pier, restrooms
and a system of mountain biking
trails. The club also moved from
its Hotel Hickory meeting place
— first to Lenoir-Rhyne College,
then to theHoliday Innandfinally
toMom&PopsRestaurant.Later,
in 1993, the Thursday, noon,
meeting placewasmoved to Lake

Hickory Country Club.
Following delays caused by

problems in defining territories,
the Hickory East Rotary Club
(later renamed Lake Hickory Ro-
tary Club) was organized in 1973
under the sponsorship of the Ro-
tary Club of Hickory. The event
increased thenumberofareaclubs
organized by the Rotary Club of
Hickory to eight: Jefferson 1928;
Lenoir 1930;Marion 1934;Granite
Falls 1936;Taylorsville 1938;New-
ton Conover 1949 (co-sponsored
with Lincolnton Rotary); Lake
Hickory 1973; Hickory Sunrise
2000.
In 1982, the club joined hands

withtheCityofHickorytodevelop
a second park— a 60-acre natu-
ral-area park near Lake Hickory
at 2000 Sixth St.NW.The devel-
opment of the park, later named
forRotarianandCityCouncilman
GlennHilton, included construc-
tionofpicnic shelters,a children’s
playground, and four trails. The
project was recognized in 1984 as
the best project in western North
Carolina’s Rotary District 7670.
In 1995, the club sponsored the

Interact Club at Hickory High
School,which had become one of
the largest in the Rotary district,
and was recognized as the most
outstanding in the district. Inter-
act is a Rotary-sponsored service
club foryoungpeople. It giveshigh
school students anopportunity to
participate in fun andmeaningful
service projects in their commu-
nity.
As the worldmoved toward the

new millennium, Rotary Club of
Hickory continued to increase
its fundraising goals and charita-
ble giving initiatives. During the
club’s 75th year (1996-1997), it
hosted the sixthRotaryUnlimited
fundraiser, and began exploring
alternate fundraising opportu-
nities. As more and more of the
club’scharitablegiving focusedon
the theme of educating Catawba
County students for a brighter
future, discussion began about a
newfundraiser.Afterextensive re-
search and planning, a new fund-
raiser, Education Alive, became a
reality during the 1998-1999 Ro-
taryyear.EducationAlive involved
not only the club but the entire
community. Area businesses and
individuals donated merchandise
for auction and Catawba Valley
Community College provided its
basketball arena to host the event
which was broadcast live by Ca-
tawba Valley Cable TV. During
its second year, 1999-2000, Ed-
ucation Alive peaked, raising
$250,000 that year, followed up
by $192,000 the following year.
Education Alive, alternating oc-
casionallywithRotaryUnlimited,
continued its successful run for a
number of years and was finally
phasedoutduring the2008-2009
Rotaryyear after raising almost $1
million for student loansandother
local educational initiatives.
During 2010 a new fundraiser,

Rotarian Idol, was introduced to
thecommunity.Modeledafter the
successful Fox TV show, “Ameri-
can Idol,” Rotarian Idol is a sing-
ing contest for amateurs. Twenty
contestantscompete forfirst,sec-
ond, third and Audience Favorite
prize money. The annual event is
held at P.E. Monroe Auditorium

on the campus of Lenoir-Rhyne
University. Area businesses, as
well as individuals, support the
fundraiserbypurchasingprogram
ads,event tickets,andevent spon-
sorships. Entering its 11th year, in
2021, the event has raised more
than$577,572 toaid in funding the
club’s educational and charitable
giving initiatives, as well as local
and international humanitarian
needs.

Other Achievements
In addition to successful fund-

raising, the club has had other
recent notable achievements.
During the 1999-2000 year, the
club chartered a Rotaract Club at
Lenoir-Rhyne University. Rota-
ract clubs bring together people
ages 18-30 to exchange ideaswith
leaders in the community, de-
velop leadership and professional
skills, and have fun through ser-
vice. During the 2000-2001 Ro-
tary year, Rotary Club of Hickory
chartered thenewHickorySunrise
RotaryClubwhichbeganmeeting
at 7 a.m. on the campus of Le-
noir-Rhyne University. Also the
club began supporting the Coins
for Alzheimer’s Trust by plac-
ing CART buckets on the tables
during club meetings. Members
are encouraged to place money
in the buckets to raise money for
Alzheimer’s research.
TheRotaryClubofHickoryalso

embraced membership diversity
when the Rotary International
Council on Legislation voted to
eliminate the requirement in the
RI Constitution that member-
ship in Rotary clubs is limited to
men, and clubs began towelcome
women intomembership inRotary
clubs around the world. Bonnie
Mitchell became the first female
inducted into the Rotary Club of
Hickory in 1994. In 2001-2002,
Susan Huffman became the first
female president of the Rotary
ClubofHickory andwas followed
by seven more female presidents
through 2021.
In the spring of 2011, the Ca-

tawba County Partnership for
Children along with the support
of theRotaryClubofHickorywas
able tobringDollyParton’s Imag-
ination Library Program to the
childrenofCatawbaCounty.Chil-
dren enrolled in Imagination Li-
braryaremaileda free,age-appro-
priatebookeachmonthuntil they
turn5yearsold.Since Imagination

Library’s inception in April 2011,
The Rotary Club of Hickory has
contributed $227,000 and mailed
out 109,135 books, covering the
costs for about 825 children each
year. The Dollywood Foundation
significantlyoffsets thecostof the
books and mailing, so each book
that is sent to a Catawba County
child is free for families, but costs
the Catawba County Partnership
for Children about $2.
The Rotary Club of Hickory

made an initial financial contri-
bution of $15,000 in April of 2011
and since then the Rotary Club of
Hickoryhasdonatedanadditional
$212,000 to the Catawba County
Partnership for Children for the
Imagination Library program.
The ongoing financial support of
theRotaryClubofHickoryhasal-
lowed thePartnership tobuild the
local ImaginationLibraryprogram
to servemore than5,300Catawba
County children each month. A
recent evaluation of the program
indicates that thePartnershipand
Rotary are making a considerable
impact on early literacy in the
community. Eighty-seven per-
cent of parents report that they
are reading more often to their
childrenandthat their childrenare
becoming excited about reading.
Ninety-nine percent of parents
reported that they feel that read-
ing to their child is helping them
tobemoreprepared for success in
kindergarten.
In 2014, the Rotary Club of

Hickory donated $14,000 to pay
for the concept drawings for a
new park in downtown Hickory.
The park was the brainchild of
the Friends of Hickory organiza-
tion,andRotaryClubofHickory’s
donationwas thefirst stepneces-
sary for theproject toproceed.The
downtownpark incorporates play
space, an interactive educational
water feature on the Catawba
River basin, as well as a place to
sit and enjoy the surroundings.
The historic downtown area cur-
rently attracts a wide variety of
businessesandvisitors toHickory.
The addition of a park adds to the
appeal of shopping, dining, and
doing business on Union Square,
offering an active destination for
the city’s youngest visitors and
their families.
Throughout its 100-year his-

tory, the club has made annual
gifts to charitable organizations
and interests. Through the years,

the club’s giving philosophy lo-
callyhas focusedoneducationand
the club’s charitable giving has
included Service Above Self col-
lege scholarships;Wilmer Jenkins
Teacherof theYearawards,named
in honor of Rotarian and former
SuperintendentofHickoryPublic
Schools, Wilmer Jenkins; Imagi-
nation Library; Southwest Ele-
mentarySchool;HickoryMuseum
of Art Paul Whitener Art Show,
named in honor of Rotarian and
HickoryMuseumof Art founding
director Paul Whitener; Catawba
County Council for Adolescents;
Catawba Valley Community Col-
lege; City of Hickory Glenn Hil-
tonParkandRotary-GeitnerPark;
Family Guidance Center; Adult
LifeProgram;FamilyCareCenter;
andSalvationArmyBoysandGirls
ClubandCART(Coins forAlzhei-
mer’s Trust).
As the club begins celebrating a

“Century of Service” in 2021, the
Rotary Club of Hickory is suc-
cessfully meeting the challenge
to serve safely as COVID-19 con-
tinues to challenge humanity.Al-
though the club is unable tomeet
weekly in person under current
pandemic restrictions, members
continue to meet virtually on a
weekly basis using Zoom. De-
spite these challenges the Rotary
Club of Hickory still managed to
distribute more than $58,000 in
2019-2020 for educational and
other charitable needs in the
Hickory area.
Over the last 100 years through

two world wars, global pandem-
ics and other social and finan-
cial challenges worldwide, the
Rotary Club of Hickory’s initial
membership of 18 has grown and
contracted and now includes ap-
proximately 100 members. Its
early focus on the local organiza-
tionhasbroadened toembrace the
district. Its benevolent concerns
have shifted from the agrarian to
the urban community and ex-
panded beyond the city limits to
attend to internationalneeds.But,
through time, changes and chal-
lenges, the club has maintained
its basic commitment to service.
As Rotary looks to the future, it
acknowledges that its continued
effectiveness rests on its renewed
dedication to theobjectofRotary:
“to encourage and foster the ideal
of service as a basis ofworthy en-
terprise” and to Rotary’smotto of
“Service Above Self.”
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The Fulcrum

The United States has contin-
ued a troubling trend: The nation
is seen as the most corrupt it has
been since 2012, according to an
annual index of government re-
sponsibility around theworld.
Transparency International,

which has produced the Corrup-
tionPerceptions Index since 1995,
recently released its latest edition
and itpaints ableakpicture for the
United States. On a scale of 0 to

100, where a lower score equals
greater corruption, the United
States earned a 67, ranking as the
25th least-corrupt nation—right
between Bhutan and Chile. Last
year, the U.S. ranked 23rd with a
score of 69.
The report’s authors blamed

Donald Trump’sWhiteHouse for
the backsliding.
“Attacks by the previous ad-

ministration on a landmark an-
ti-bribery law, on whistleblow-
ers with evidence of fraud and

corruption in the government,
on oversight of pandemic relief
funding,andon thenation’s elec-
toral processwere all likely factors
impactingassessmentsof corrup-
tion,” said Gary Kalman, director
of Transparency International’s
U.S. office. “Add to all that the
release of the (Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network) files doc-
umenting failures in the nation’s
protections against money laun-
dering and it is safe to say it was
a difficult and troubling year for

anti-corruption advocates.”
The United States was among

47 countries to score lower in
2020 than in the previous year.
And while Transparency Inter-
national admits a 2-point drop
is not significant on its own, the
continueddownward trendmeans
the U.S. is now on the “countries
to watch” list, which includes
Honduras, Myanmar, Belarus,
Lebanon and Zambia.
Denmark and New Zealand

tied for the top score (88), while

Canada (77) received the high-
est marks in the Americas. The
United States has never ranked
higher than 14, which it achieved
in 2000,when the scoringmeth-
odologywas different.
Transparency International

grades 180 countries, not on data
about corruption but on experts’
and business leaders’ perception
of corruption.
Thecoronaviruspandemic is at

the root ofmuch of the perceived
corruption in 2020.

US falls on group’s corruption index


