
HICKORY
Billy Ray Berry, 88,

of Hickory, passed away
Monday, July 16 2018,
at his residence.

Born Oct. 1, 1929, in
Valdese, he was the son
of the late William How-
ard Berry and Jennie
Mae Small Berry.

Billy was an active
member of the Chapel
in Hickory, where he
served as a deacon, as
the administrator of the
Sunday school program,
and in numerous other
leadership capacities.
He retired from Burke
Oil Company, where he
worked for over 40 years
and was a veteran of
the United States Navy.
Billy enjoyed woodwork-
ing and spending time
with his family, espe-
cially his grandson and

great-granddaughters.
In addition to his par-

ents, he was preceded in
death by his sister, Bar-
bara Berry Denton; and
an infant sister.

Billy is survived by
his wife of 65 years,
Belva Hart Berry; son,
Timothy Scott Berry of
Granite Falls; grand-
son, Jonathon Scott
Berry and wife, Jen-
nifer, of Granite Falls;
great-granddaughters,
Makayla Berry and
Brooklynn Berry; and
sister, Phyllis Berry Bu-
chanan of Valdese.

A celebration of life
will be held at 2 p.m.,
Friday, July 20, in the
Chapel of Drum Funeral
Home in Hickory, with
the Rev. Dr. Dale Watts
and the Rev. Dean Hart
officiating. A graveside
service with flag presen-
tation by the U.S. Navy
Honor Guard will follow
in Woodlawn Memo-
rial Gardens in Hickory.
The family will receive
friends at the funeral
home from 1 to 1:45
p.m., prior.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be given to
The Chapel, Building
Fund, 940 29th Ave. NE,
Hickory, NC 28601.

Condolences may be
sent to the Berry family
at www.drumfh-hickory.
com.

Billy Ray Berry

MAIDEN
Mary Auton Nixon, 76,

of Maiden. passed away
Wednesday, July 18,
2018. Funeral arrange-
ments will be announced
by Bennett Funeral Ser-
vice of Conover, 828-465-
2111.

Mary Nixon

Simplicity Cremation: $750
Newton-Conover’s ONLY
locally-owned Crematory by

local people you can trust at the
lowest prices in the county!

Transferring your existing Pre-Need from another Funeral Home could save you thousands!

Maiden: 828.428.2460
Newton: 828.464.4410

www.burkemortuary.com The Simplicity Funeral Plan: $3,895.00
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Send your
condolences
Visit www.hickoryrecord.com to
read the obituaries on this page
and sign the guest books for
the families. Your condolences
will be visible for 30 days and
appreciated by those who read
them. Visit www.hickoryrecord.
com and click “obituaries.”

HICKORY — Awards
Day, installation of new
officers and charitable
giving updates were the
focus of a recent special
meeting of the Rotary
Club of Hickory.

Tara Bland was recog-
nized as 2018 Rotarian of
the Year for her leadership
and dedication securing
entertaining and infor-
mative speakers and pro-
grams for the club’s week-
ly meeting. Bland also
co-chaired the fellowship
committee and provided
assistance in the planning
and execution of special
events.

Charles Snipes was rec-
ognized with the Heart of
Rotary award for his dedi-
cation and service to the
club and Rotary Interna-
tional. Always looking to
spread Rotary’s message,
Snipes continues to sup-
port the club by bring-
ing in new members and
holds the club record with
perfect attendance at club
meetings for 50 years.

Bryan Setzler was hon-
ored for his two years of
service as club treasurer.

Linda Lutz was sworn
in as club president for
the July 2018 – June 2019
Rotary year. Gerry Knox
assumes the role of presi-
dent nominee and will
serve as president July
2019 – June 2020. Other
new officers include Lynn
Loehr, treasurer and Kelly
Farr, assistant treasurer.
Replacing three outgoing
members of the board of
directors will be Rotarians
John Bates, Anne Williams
and David Williams

Also recognized were
four Paul Harris Fellow-
ship award recipients for
contributions to the Ro-
tary Foundation: Mike
Thomas, Kathy Great-
house, John Ross and
Clem Geitner. The Rotary
Foundation helps fund
humanitarian activities,
from local service proj-
ects to global initiatives.
The mission of The Ro-
tary Foundation is to
enable Rotarians to ad-
vance world understand-
ing, goodwill, and peace
through the improvement
of health, the support of
education, and the alle-
viation of poverty. Donors
of US$1,000 or more to the
Rotary Foundation annual
fund, Polio-Plus, or an ap-
proved foundation grant,
or people, who have that
amount contributed in
their name, can be recog-
nized as Paul Harris Fel-
lows.

During the year the Ro-
tary Club of Hickory dis-
tributed almost $90,000
for educational and other
charitable needs in the
Hickory area:

» Catawba County
Partnership for Children
received a $25,000 con-
tribution to the Dolly Par-
ton Imagination Library
Program which is admin-
istered by the partner-
ship. Children enrolled in
Imagination Library are
mailed a free, age-appro-
priate book each month
until they turn 5 years
old. Since its inception in

April 2011, Rotary Club of
Hickory has contributed
$187,000 to the Imagina-
tion Library making the
purchase of 89,904 books
possible. Imagination
Library currently serves
about 7,480 children per
month.

» SAS (Service Above
Self) Scholarships – a col-
lege scholarship in the
amount of $12,500 pay-
able over four years was
presented to Kristina Ni-
cole Stuckey Abernathy on
May 17, 2018.

» Wilmer Jenkins Teach-
er of the Year Awards – A
total of $5,500 was pre-
sented to nine outstand-
ing Hickory Public School
teachers on May 10, 2018.

» The Salvation Army
received a $7,500 for the
Christmas Bureau to pur-
chase books for school
aged children and other
humanitarian efforts.

» Hickory Community
Theatre received a $2,000
contribution for Rug Bug
Theatre which puts on
shows using young actors
and actresses for young
audiences and their fami-
lies.

» Hickory Museum of
Art received a $1,200 con-
tribution for the annual
HMA Paul Whitener Art
show. Former Rotary Club
of Hickory member, the
late Paul Whitener, want-
ed a place where school
age children could ex-
press their creativity and
display their artwork. The
show exhibits the artwork
of kindergarten through
high school students liv-
ing in Catawba County.

» RYLA scholarship -
$1,200 was donated for
Rotary Youth Leadership
Awards scholarships.

» Madison Yount, Hick-
ory High Interact Club,
received a $1,000 annual
stipend for her role as ad-
viser. Interact is a Rotary
International sponsored
club for young people
ages 12-18 who want to
join together to tackle the
issues in their community
about which they care the
most.

» Stop Hunger Now’s re-
ceived a $1,000 donation
for its Rise Against Hunger
mission to end hunger in
our lifetime by providing
food and life-saving aid to
the world’s most vulner-
able.

» Hickory Public Schools
Foundation received
$5,000 to enhance educa-
tional opportunities for all
students.

» Hickory Greeneway
Harvest received $1,000
for a vegetable garden on
SALT Block grounds. Har-
vests are donated to Hick-
ory Soup Kitchen and the
Hickory Christian Minis-
try.

» PORCH received
$1,000 to replenish the
food bank with powdered
milk, peanut butter, rice,
cereal, etc.

» The YMCA received
$6,000 to continue its mis-
sion to build healthy spir-
it, mind and body.

» Hickory Landmarks
Society received a $1,000
gift for Heritage Days at
Maple Grove.

» The Catawba Science
Center received $2,500 for

its continued mission of
science education for stu-
dents and the public.

» The Children’s Advo-
cacy and Protection Cen-
ter received a donation of
$7,500 to further its goal
of preventing and offering
coordinated response to
child abuse and neglect.

» The Western Pied-
mont Symphony received
$4,000 to continue of-
fering “musical perfor-
mances of distinction
that enrich and enliven
the community’s classical
music experience; and to
nourish new audiences
through school concerts
and family outreach pro-
grams.”

» Susan M. Tillis re-
ceived $5,000 to continue
serving and assisting ac-
tive duty military families
and to support the care-
giver, as the unsung hero
who supports active mili-
tary wounded while serv-
ing their country.

All of these contribu-
tions were made possible
by the Rotary Club of
Hickory’s successful fun-
draising activities, high-
lighted annually in March
by the Rotarian Idol fund-
raiser.

The Rotary Club of Hick-
ory was founded in 1921
by Watt Shuford. In adher-
ence to Rotary’s motto of
“Service Above Self,” the
club has a history of giving
back to the community
through its primary ser-
vice avenue of education.
For more information
about The Rotary Club of
Hickory, visit www.hicko-
ryrotary.org.

Awards are presented, officers installed
and charitable giving discussed at event
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Shown are Tara Bland (left) and Linda Lutz.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Pictured are Rotary Club of Hickory officers and directors for 2018-19. They include (from
left) Kelly Farr, Tara Bland, Michael Blackburn, Bruce Bumbarger, Andy Cote, Anne Williams,
Lynn Loehr, Linda Lutz, David Williams, Jan Bohmuller, Leslie Ferrell, Gerry Knox, John Bates
and Phillip Reed. Not pictured is Mark Teague.

Rotary Club of Hickory

EU fines Google billions
over mobile practices

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS — European
regulators came down
hard on another U.S. tech
giant Wednesday, fining
Google a record $5 bil-
lion for forcing cellphone
makers that use the com-
pany’s Android operating
system to install Google
search and browser apps.

The European Union
said Google’s practices
restrict competition and
reduce choices for con-
sumers.

While Google can eas-
ily afford the fine, the rul-
ing could undermine the
company’s business mod-
el, which relies on giving
away its operating system
in return for opportunities
to sell ads and other prod-
ucts.

Google immediately
said it will appeal, argu-
ing that its free operating
system has led to lower-
price phones and created
competition with its chief
rival, Apple.

Android has “created
more choice for everyone,
not less,” Google CEO
Sundar Pichai tweeted .

The fine, which caps a
three-year investigation,
is the biggest ever im-
posed on a company by
the EU for anticompeti-
tive behavior.

It is likely to stoke ten-
sions between Europe and
the U.S., which regulates
the tech industry with a
lighter hand and has com-
plained that the EU is sin-
gling out American com-
panies for punishment.

Still, some U.S. politi-
cians welcomed the rul-
ing.

Democratic Sen. Rich-
ard Blumenthal of Con-
necticut tweeted that the
fine should “be a wake-up
call” to the Federal Trade
Commission and “should

lead US enforcers to pro-
tect consumers.” Blumen-
thal previously called on
regulators to investigate
how Google tracks users
of Android phones.

In its ruling, the EU said
Google broke the rules by
requiring cellphone mak-
ers to take a bundle of
Google apps if they want-
ed any at all.

The bundle contains 11
apps, including YouTube,
Maps and Gmail, but reg-
ulators focused on three
that had the biggest mar-
ket share: Google Search,
Chrome and the compa-
ny’s app store, called Play
Store.

The EU gave Google 90
days to come up with rem-
edies that could allow rival
search apps and browsers
onto more phones. Failure
to comply risks a further
penalty of up to $15 mil-
lion a day.

The EU also took is-
sue with Google’s pay-
ments to wireless carri-
ers and phone makers to
exclusively pre-install the
Google Search app.

It ruled, too, that Google
broke the law by forcing
manufacturers that took
its apps to commit to not
selling devices that use al-
tered versions of Android.

EU Competition Com-
missioner Margrethe Ve-
stager said that given the
size of the company, the
4.34 billion euro fine is not
disproportionate.

The penalty is on top
of a 2.42 billion euro fine
($2.8 billion) that regula-
tors imposed on Google
a year ago for favoring
its shopping listings in
search results.

Google’s parent com-
pany, Alphabet, made $9.4
billion in profit in the first
three months of the year
and has over $100 billion
in cash reserves.


