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Today’s Program: Rebecca Hart and Hart Square  
 

For over forty years, Dr. Bob Hart of Hickory has rescued and restored 

pioneer life of the 19th century, creating in the rolling countryside of 

Catawba County an entire village—the largest collection of original, 

historical log structures in the United States. Today, the Hart Square 

village boasts 101 structures dating from 1763 to 1860. Hart has 

worked tirelessly over the years to move each cabin and record the 

corresponding oral family histories. His special attention to detail 

and authenticity is evidenced in every nail, floorboard, and 

soapstone chimney rock. This dedication to storytelling and 

architectural accuracy is why over half of the structures at Hart 

Square Village have been donated by the families who built and grew 

up in them. 

 

Every cabin is furnished with Appalachian antiques, accurately 

displaying various professions and 19th-century experiences. The 

cabin’s interiors honor authenticity from every pewter spoon on the 

dining table to every butter churn or rope bed. Hart’s expansive 

collection includes one of three functioning pre-Civil War cotton gins 

in the U.S., a print shop, a doctor’s office, a one-room schoolhouse, 

and countless artifacts that will never be found anywhere else, even 

in the Smithsonian. 

 

The story behind Hart Square Village is just as fascinating and awe-inspiring as the place itself. Usually, historic homes 

and spaces have been preserved because they belonged to families of financial means or prestige; however, at Hart 

Square Village, cabins and stories are preserved in order to tell a much larger and diverse American story. Visitors to 

the site can see the full spectrum of early American experiences walking through this unique collection of cabins. 

 

Dr. Hart, now in his 80s, has donated the entire village to the 501(c)(3) organization, Hart Square Foundation, so that 

his life’s legacy can live on for future generations to savor. The Foundation, along with our community, has decided to 

turn the village into an educational facility for school children of all ages. 

 
 
 



Club Business and Announcements 

Rotary Helps Disaster Victims 

Severe storms, an earthquake, and hurricanes are wreaking havoc across the globe from the United States and Mexico to South 

Asia and Africa. The Rotary Foundation and Rotary clubs in affected areas are helping bring emergency aid to battered 

communities.   The Rotary Foundation is collecting emergency relief funds to help victims of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.   “The 

power of Rotary is in the Foundation's ability to pull help from around the world while local clubs provide immediate relief in 

their own communities,” says Don Mebus of the Rotary Club of Arlington, Texas. 

How to contribute 

Two Rotary Foundation donor advised funds have been set up to accept donations for disaster relief and recovery in response to 

Hurricanes Harvey and Irma: 

Hurricane Harvey 

Account name: Gulf Coast Disaster Relief Fund 

Account number: 608 

Hurricane Irma 

Account name: Hurricane Emergency Relief Fund 

Account number: 296 

Rotary's partner, ShelterBox, is providing support to families displaced by the storms. ShelterBox teams are working with 

Rotarians to assess the damage and provide emergency supplies and temporary housing in Bangladesh, Nepal, Nigeria, and Sierra 

Leone. 

In Texas, hundreds of light privacy tents were deployed to evacuation centers for families to use temporarily. 

If you have questions about how you can help, contact relief@rotary.org. 

 

Thursday Rotary Club of Hickory Officers and Board of Directors 

Officers July 2017 – June 2018 Board of Directors Terms Expiring 

Mark Teague President Jennifer Clark June 2018 

Linda Lutz President-Elect Dana Killian June 2018 

Gerry Knox President-Nominee John Ross June 2018 

Leslie Ferrell Middleton Secretary Andy Cote June 2019 

Jan Bohmuller Assistant Secretary Tara Bland June 2020 

Brian Setzler Treasurer Bruce Bumbarger June 2020 

Andy Cote Assistant Treasurer Robert Locke June 2020 

John Rambo Past President Cliff Moone June 2020 



Last Week 
 

Last week, the club heard an informative talk from Richard Swartzel, president 
and CEO of CornerStone United.  Mr. Swartzel discussed how CornerStone 
rehabilitated the 1889 Piedmont Wagon and Manufacturing Building in 
downtown Hickory and gave new life to one of the city’s important heritage 
buildings.  He showed a very interesting video that described what the origins 
of the building were and how the renovation project came about.  A photo of 
Mr. Swartzel is above on the left.  At the right is a wagon made by the 
Piedmont Wagon Company, one in which Rotarian Leslie Ferrell Middleton 
rode when a child! 

 

Next Week 
 

Next week’s program features Madison Yount, Hickory High School (HHS) 
Interact Advisor, and her students.  Our club continues to sponsor this fine 
group of young students who have a heart for service.  Having a heart for 
service is groomed: our club’s job for many years has been to enable the 
growth of young people in the area of service, and we continue to support 
these youth in their numerous avenues of service.  Look at the legacy of 
service our club is providing for the future!  Let’s proudly welcome Madison 

and the students as they share upcoming projects and the service they are 

providing at HHS and in the community.  Come and find out why one of their 
major projects this year is to raise awareness and money for bone cancer 
eradication!!!!  See you next Thursday! 
 

Club Member Weekly Assignments 
Date 09-21-2017 09-28-2017 10-05-2017 10-12-2017 

Greeter Robert Welch David Millholland Steven Walker Stan Bumgarner 

Invocation Linda Lutz Thomas Griffis Bob Shoffner Mike Johnson 

Visitors Dana Killian David Williams Cliff Moone Anne Williams 

Rotary Moment John Olson John Watts   

Program Tara Bland Linda Lutz Sarah Willis Tara Bland 

Speaker Rebecca Hart Madison Yount Glenn Paige Mandy Pitts 

Topic Hart Square 
Hickory High School 
Interact Rotary 

Navy Seal 
Foundation 

Hickory Metro 
Convention and 
Visitors’ Bureau 

Raffle Steven Walker David Myers David Williams Tony Reed 

 

 
2017 – 2018 

Rotary Theme 
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Of The Things We Think, Say, or Do: 

 

1. Is it the truth? 

2. Is it fair to all concerned? 

3. Will it build good will and 

better friendships? 

4. Will it be beneficial to all 

concerned? 
 

The Rotary Spoke is published weekly 

by the Thursday Rotary Club of Hickory, 

PO Box 2628, Hickory, NC 28603.  

Editor: Rick Seay 

e-Mail: seayrh@alumni.vanderbilt.edu 

 

Rotarians, please e-mail information 

on your upcoming program or other 

Rotary event to the editor two weeks 

in advance of publication. (E-mail text 

or a Word document; please—no fax.) 

Visit us on the web at 

www.hickoryrotary.org 



Thursday Rotary Club of Hickory Roster 
DALLAS C. ABEE JR. †PHF 
Architecture 
SHUF ABERNATHY III PHF 
Housing, Senior Adult 
SUSAN ALLSHOUSE PHF 
Health Care Marketing 
DOUG AUER 
Clothing, Custom Design 
JOHN W. BATES PHF • 
University Teaching 
ROBERT A. BISANAR †PHF 
MICHAEL BLACKBURN †PHF 
Hospital Management 
TARA BLAND PHF 
Non Profit  
JAN L. BOHMULLER PHF 
Construction, Administration 
JOHN N. BRAY †PHF 
JOE BRITT 
Past Service 
JEFFREY BRONNENBERG 
Financial Analysis 
BRUCE BUMBARGER †PHF 
ROBERT BUMBARGER 
†PHF 
STAN BUMGARNER 
Securities Brokerage 
JEFF BUTLER 
Insurance, Personal 
JON CARFAGNO 
Art Museum Director 
JENNIFER CLARK 
Real Estate 
CARL V. CLINE III †PHF 
ANDY COTE 
Insurance 
JOAB COTTON III †PHF 
TERRY C. CREASMAN †PHF 
BETHANY DELANY 
Salvation Army 
DAN DUKE 
Christianity, Protestant 
FORREST FERRELL PHF 
Retired Judge 
BONITA FERRETTI 
Business Office Manager 
SANDI FOTHERINGHAM PHF 
Education, Public Schools 
STEVEN R. FRYE †PHF • 
GEORGE P. FURLONG †PHF 
Digital Communications 
W. RONALD GARDNER †PHF 
CLEM GEITNER †PHF 
MITZI GELLMAN PHF 
Habitat for Humanity 
NOAH GEOGHEGAN 
Private Bank 
KIMBERLY GEORGE 
Food Distribution 
KATHY GREATHOUSE PHF 
Council for the Arts 
THOMAS GRIFFIS PHF 
Christianity, Protestant 

GUY J. GUARINO JR. PHF • 
Occupational Health 
JEFFREY A. HALE PHF • 
Printing, Commercial 
JOHN F. HALL PHF 
Office Machine Sales 
JEFF HINES PHF 
Sign Mfg. & Distribution 
MARK R. HUCKABEE PHF • 
Foam Insulation 
ALLEN W. HUFFMAN JR 
†PHF 
DANIEL F. HUFFMAN †PHF 
Ground Water Development 
SUSAN H. HUFFMAN PHF 
Medical Practice Management 
RUSSELL I. ISENHOUR PHF 
C.P.A., Tax 
G. WALLACE JOHNSON PHF 
Christianity, Protestant 
MIKE JOHNSON PHF 
Automobile Dealer, New 
CAROL B. KAMMER PHF 
Occupational Therapy 
PETER KENDALL 
Education, Private College 
DANA KILLIAN 
Business Development 
PEDIE KING 
Frame Engineering 
DAN W. KIRBY †PHF • 
Past Service 
GERRY KNOX 
United Way 
JON LaFONTAINE 
Newspaper, Editor 
TERRI LIVINGSTON 
University Athletics 
MEG LOCKE 
Hospitality 
ROBERT LOCKE 
Hospitality 
LYNN LOEHR PHF 
Arts Council 
LINDA LUTZ PHF 
Education Systems Support 
KEVIN McINTOSH PHF 
Law, Business 
LESLIE FERRELL 
MIDDLETON 
Non Profit 
DAVID MILLHOLLAND †PHF 
JOHN MILLHOLLAND PHF 
Real Estate Management 
DAVID MILLSAPS PHF 
Medicine, Pediatrics 
CLIFF MOONE PHF 
Past Service 
DAVID R. MOORE PHF 
Plumbing & Heating 
STEVE M. MULL PHF † • 
Grocery, Retail 
DAVID B. MYERS †PHF 

HOMER L. NEWTON †PHF 
JOHN C. OLSON PHF 
Financial Planning 
JOHN B. ORGAIN IV PHF 
Groceries, Wholesale 
JILL PATTON PHF 
Hosiery Manufacturing 
WILLIAM M. PEKMAN †PHF 
Medicine, Hand Surgery 
AMY POWELL 
Employment Agency 
CLARENCE PUGH †PHF • 
MARVIN J QUALLS 
Real Estate Agent 
JOHN RAMBO PHF 
Community Theater 
PHILLIP REED 
Marketing 
TONY REED PHF 
Manufacturing 
CHARLES REEVES PHF 
Furniture Manufacturing 
THOMAS L. RICHARDS †PHF 
RUSSELL C. ROBERTS PHF 
Employment Agency, Temp. 
DOUGLAS RONGO PHF 
Financial Advisor 
JOHN G. ROSS PHF • 
Symphony Conductor 
SUSAN SAYLOR PHF 
Home Care 
MARK SEAMAN 
Baseball, Minor League 
RICK SEAY 
Education 
BRYAN SETZLER PHF 
Investments 
ROBERT H. SHOFFNER PHF 
Christianity, Protestant 
WILLIAM A. SIGMON †PHF 
BOB SINGLETARY 
U.S. Government 
CHARLES M. SNIPES †PHF 
J. ALFORD SPIVEY JR. †PHF 
ANTHONY STARR 
Regional Government 
GREGG SUDDRETH 
Counseling 
ANDREA SURRATT 
City Government 
MARK TEAGUE PHF 
Financial Advisor 
MARY TEXER PHF 
Gas Products 
MICHAEL P. THOMAS 
Attorney 
STEPHEN M. THOMAS †PHF 
SUZANNE TROLLAN 
Counseling 
J. STEVEN WALKER 
Architect 
ROBERT E. WARMUTH †PHF 
C. JOHN WATTS PHF 

Securities Brokerage 
ROBERT WELCH PHF 
Past Service 
JERRI LEE WILFONG PHF 
Banking, State 
W. AVERY WILFONG †PHF 
ANNE R. WILLIAMS PHF 
Community College 
DAVID WILLIAMS 
Barber 
SARAH WILLIS 
Banking, Commercial 
CHARLES R. YOUNG †PHF 
FRANK YOUNG III PHF 
Financial Advisor 
ROSEMARY B. YOUNG PHF 
Funeral Home 
 
Bold = Past-President 
• = Benefactor 
† = Senior Active Member 
PHF = Paul Harris Fellow 
LOA = Leave of absence 
 
 
HONORARY MEMBERS: 
Jerry D. Caldwell 
Phil N. Carter †PHF 


